
Some Awaiting the 70th Week of Daniel
Are Blind to Current Events

Daniel 9:27 is about the 70th Week of Daniel, and it may very well be the
most misinterpreted prophecy in the entire Bible. The early Protestant
Reformers saw it as a Messianic prophecy fulfilled by none other than the
Lord Jesus Christ! Most modern-day evangelicals (with the notable exception
of Pastor Chuck Baldwin) view it as prophecy fulfilled by the Antichrist who
will come to power in the unknown future. Christians who hold this
eschatological view follow a school of prophecy interpretation known as
Futurism.

Verse Segment Modern Evangelical
Interpretation

Protestant Reformers
Interpretation

And he the Antichrist Jesus Christ

shall confirm the
covenant shall make a treaty

shall confirm the
Covenant of grace God
made with Abraham.

with many for one week

with the Jews and
leaders of the world’s
religions for 7 years
in the future

with the people of
Israel for 7 years
from the beginning of
Jesus’s ministry which
began in 27 AD to the
stoning of Stephen in
34 AD which was the
start of persecution
of Christians by the
Jews.
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and in the midst of
the week he shall
cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to
cease

The Antichrist will
stop the daily
sacrifice in a rebuilt
temple of Solomon.

Jesus was crucified
three and a half years
after the start of His
ministry. Jesus, the
Lamb of God, became
the ultimate sacrifice
for sins which meant
there was no more need
for daily animal
sacrifices, and hence,
no more need for a
physical temple to do
them.

and for the
overspreading of
abominations he shall
make it desolate,

The Antichrist will
start a world wide
persecution against
all who refuse to
worship him.

Jesus through the
Roman General Titus
will desolate the
Temple of Solomon

even until the
consummation, and that
determined shall be
poured upon the
desolate.

Jesus will return,
fight the Antichrist
and his armies, and
throw them into hell.

Jesus will cause the
Roman army to destroy
both the Temple and
Jerusalem to put an
end to the Jews’
Christ-less religion
as punishment for
Israel’s rejection of
their Messiah.

It’s been my observation that Christians who hold the modern evangelical
futurist interpretation of the 70th Week of Daniel cannot see what is
happening today, I mean, right NOW, as a major attack by Satan and his forces
against the world, and against God’s people! And what has happened so far?

Area wide lockdowns
Mask mandates, people arrested in some counties for not wearing a mask
though outdoors
Quarantines / house arrest if suspected of having Covid
Vaccine mandates for work or medical care
Vaccine passports. My wife and I cannot eat in resturants any longer

You can probably add more to that list. Has any of this happened before in
history on a worldwide scale? And what is the reason the government is giving
us? All in the name of public safety to prevent catching a virus that causes
disease the vast majority of the people survive from.

In some countries, government policies are more draconian than others.
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand seem to be the worst. In the USA the
Republican states opted to have less strict measures, and now even some
Democrat states are following suit.

Some countries are requiring proof of vaccination to even shop at the grocery
store! How is that different from the Mark of the Beast of Revelation chapter
13? It’s not different!



How many Christians today believe the Beast of Revelation Chapter 13 is
already in place? I sure do. The response to the pandemic has been global
government tyranny. Pastors in Canada have been arrested for holding church
services during the lockdowns.

How many pastors today are standing up to government tyranny? I know only of
Chuck Baldwin, John MacArthur, Artur Pawlawski and a few other pastors in
Canada. How many pastors are telling their congregations to avoid the
experimental Covid jabs at all costs? Only Chuck Balwin as far as I know.
Some evangelical leaders are even encouraging their flocks to get vaccinated
saying that vaccines “alleviate the curse.” That’s blasphemy in my opinion!
Only Jesus Christ can alleviate the curse! Those who know the Lord can claim
His protection!

The world has started to say no to it all. The truckers convoy in Canada is
outstanding in my opinion! And yet some people are calling it false or
controlled opposition. Why? I think it’s the same people that think it’s too
late to resist antichrist government tyranny at this point in time. They are
expecting great tribulation based on a wrong interpretation of Matthew 24!

Matthew 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be.

In another article, I explain in detail why the “great tribulation” of
Matthew 24 is not a future event.

Summary

How a person looks at current events is dependent on how whether he or she is
a Futurist or not. Most Baptists and Pentecostals are Futurists. The
Presbyterians and some others continue to hold the standard Protestant
interpretation of the 70th Weeks of Daniel as a past event.

As children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, we must not let the devil’s
people take away our God-given rights without a fight! We must stand up to
tyranny. God is still on the Throne and prayer changes things! The gates of
Hell shall not prevail against the Church of Jesus Christ!

Geneva Bible Footnotes Refute Popular
Contemporary Evangelical Endtime
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Doctrines

My wife and I attend a local Baptist church. We like the pastor. He’s a
humble man who teaches the Word of God directly from the King James Version
of the Bible. He preaches the true doctrine of salvation by faith alone,
through grace alone, through Christ alone. He teaches us good practical
lessons on how to avoid sin in our lives. But we also think Baptist
eschatology is wrong because it was influenced by C.I. Scofield and his
reference Bible. We are thankful that our pastor doesn’t preach these false
Endtime doctrines of Scofield. He himself confessed to being weak in
eschatological doctrines. That’s fine with me and my wife. Better not to
teach them at all than to teach false doctrines. And what are these false
doctrines that are held as truth by many evangelicals today?

Pre-tribulation rapture1.
Secret rapture of the saints2.
The 70th Week of Daniel being an Endtime event of the seven-year reign3.
of the Antichrist
Israel is the time-clock of the Endtime.4.
The creation of the modern state of Israel in 1948 was fulfilment of5.
prophecy
The Temple of Solomon will be rebuilt in the Endtime so that the6.
Antichrist will sit in it and declare himself to be God.

The most commonly held Southern Baptist eschatology is known as
“pretribulational premillennialism.” In this view, Jesus will
return to earth but not stay. He will rapture believers, removing
them from Earth. Southern Baptists believe that a seven-year-long
tribulation period will follow the rapture. They believe during the
tribulation period that the Antichrist will conquer Earth, and they
believe that Jesus will return again after the seven years and
judge the living and the dead. Finally, they believe a 1,000-year-
long Kingdom of God on Earth will follow. (From Southern Baptist
Eschatology Beliefs

Where do the Baptists get the idea of a seven-year-long tribulation person
after the rapture? Not from the Bible! They got it from a false
interpretation of Daniel 9:27 promoted by John Nelson Darby and C.I.
Scofield.
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The Geneva Bible was published in 1560, which is 51 years before the King
James Version. It was translated by men of God in Geneva Switzerland who were
not under any political / government pressure that influenced their
translation. The translators included footnotes to help make difficult
passages clearer. Those footnotes are all based on what all Protestants in
general held to be true. King James of England did not like some of those
footnotes. He wanted a Bible that didn’t include them. Hence we have the King
James Version which is very similar to the Geneva Bible but without the
footnotes. Let’s see how the footnotes interpret certain scriptures.

Daniel 9:27 is probably the most misinterpreted prophecy in the entire Bible!
Let’s see how the Geneva Bible interprets it:

Daniel 9:27 And he {a} shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to {b}
cease, {c} and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it]
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured
upon the desolate.

(a) By the preaching of the Gospel he affirmed his promise, first to the
Jews, and after to the Gentiles.
(b) Christ accomplished this by his death and resurrection.
(c) Meaning that Jerusalem and the sanctuary would be utterly destroyed
because of their rebellion against God, and their idolatry: or as some read,
that the plague will be so great, that they will all be astonished at them.

And how does modern evangelical eschatology interpret it? They replace the
“he” which is Christ with Antichrist and say the Antichrist will make a 7-
year covenant with the Jews in order that they can rebuild a third Temple of
Solomon to renew their animal sacrifices to God. Just ask yourself, would a
rebuilt Temple Solomon honor God? Absolutely not! And why? Because it would
represent a further rejection of the Blood of the Lamb, the Blood of Jesus
Christ for our sins, and substitute animal blood instead! Would such a Temple
be therefore the “holy place” of Matthew 24:15? Again, absolutely not for the
reason stated above. There is no prophecy anywhere in the Bible of a third
Temple of a Solomon. And not only does Daniel 9:27 not talk about a rebuilt
Temple, it’s a prophecy about the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem in
70 AD! It’s only speculation that the Jews need to rebuild the Temple in the
Endtime so that the Antichrist can sit in it to proclaim himself to be God!
And why did they speculate that? From a false interpretation of 2
Thessalonians 2:3-4)

2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: {3} for [that day shall not come],
except there come a falling away first, and {e} that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition;

(3) The apostle foretells that before the coming of the Lord, there will be a
throne set up completely contrary to Christ’s glory, in which that wicked man
will sit, and transfer all things that appertain to God to himself: and many
will fall away from God to him.
(e) By speaking of one, he singles out the person of the tyrannous and
persecuting antichrist.



2:4 Who opposeth and {f} exalteth himself above all that is called God, or
that is worshipped; {4} so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God.

(f) All men know who he is that says he can shut up heaven and open it at his
pleasure, and takes upon himself to be lord and master above all kings and
princes, before whom kings and princes fall down and worship, honouring that
antichrist as a god.
(4) He foretells that the antichrist (that is, whoever he is that will occupy
that seat that falls away from God) will not reign outside of the Church, but
in the very bosom of the Church.

Any Protestant reading the Geneva Bible footnote of verse 4 would know for
certain it is talking about the Popes of Rome. Evangelicals today do not
interpret it that way. They say 2 Thess 2:4 is talking about the Endtime
Antichrist sitting in a rebuilt Temple of Solomon. What does the New
Testament call the Temple?

1 Corinthians 3:16  ¶Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

The Church, the saints of God, is the Temple of God, not a physical temple
made with hands. The early Protestants knew that which is why they believed
the identity of the Antichrist is the popes of Rome. It was the Pope who set
himself above the kings and princes of Europe. It was the Pope who claimed to
be the head of the Church and the vicar of Christ. Does Pope Francis today
say the same thing? He does.

Here is the crux of the matter and the reason for false Endtime teaching:
They were cooked up by Jesuit priests who lead the Counter-Reformation to get
the Protestants to get their eyes off the Popes of Roman as the biblical
Antichrist! They sure did a bang-up job, didn’t they? But thankfully there
are Christians today who know the truth, and they are mostly Christians who
still remember what Protestants used to teach up to the 18th century. The
Baptists do not identify with Protestanism because they claim to be descended
from the Anabaptists who predate the Protestant Reformation. This is true.
It’s just sad that Baptists and other evangelicals such as Pentecostals were
influenced by C.I. Scofield’s doctrines while the Presbyterians and other
mainstream Protestant churches were not.

The Destruction Of Jerusalem
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Forward by the Webmaster:

I was inspired to transcribe part of Dr. Chuck Baldwin’s message on the
destruction of Jerusalem from a YouTube posted by Liberty Fellowship. I was
not asked by Liberty Fellowship to do this. I am receiving no remuneration
from them.

I think this message is extremely important for all Christians to know. It
contains information that I certainly didn’t know. And I think having a
message in text format makes it more accessible to all. It sure helps me
absorb the message deeper in my heart when I can read it. I hope you
appreciate it and share this article with your friends.

The Destruction Of Jerusalem – by Dr. Chuck Baldwin
Open your Bibles please to Matthew chapter 23. Matthew chapter 23. I am
preaching a message today that most of you have never heard a message of this
nature preached in your life. You might be a senior citizen well up in years.
I would venture to say you’ve never heard a message like I’m going to bring
today, not because this message is not important, it is critically important,
but the problem is there has been a great falling away among the Church over
the last hundred years, and many of these great truths of the Word of God are
not being taught any longer. This is one of those.

I’m speaking today on the destruction of Jerusalem. Matthew chapter 23 in
verses 37 and 38, hear what Jesus said:

Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and
ye would not!
38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.

God introduced His covenant with Moses with mighty signs and miracles as we
have already discussed. Again and again, again and again, the children of
Israel, in spite of those miracles, rejected God, His Word, and His
messengers. God sent them warning, after warning, after warning, prophet
after prophet, miracle after miracle, oppressor after oppressor, and still
Israel remained stiff-necked, hard-hearted and obstinate.

Moses in Exodus 32:9 said, “I have seen this people and behold it is a stiff-
necked people.”



In Exodus 33:5: “For the Lord said to Moses say unto the children of Israel
ye are a stiff-necked people.”

In Deuteronomy 9:6 “Understand therefore that the LORD thy God giveth thee
not this good land – the promised land – to possess it for thy
righteousness.” He’s not giving you this land because you have been
righteous. “For thou art a stiff-necked people.”

Deuteronomy 9:13: “Furthermore the Lord said unto me saying I have seen this
person and behold it is a stiff necked people.”

2nd Chronicles chapter 30 and verse 8: “King Hezekiah said now be he not
stiff necked as your fathers were.”

In Acts chapter 7 verse 51 Stephen said: “Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears, you do always resist the Holy Ghost, as your fathers did,
so do ye.”

Jesus said to Jerusalem, “Thou that stonest the prophets, killest them that
are sent unto thee.” Jesus meant that.

Samuel was stormed against by the people, threatened, rejected, and mauled
over by public opinion, Isaiah murdered with a wooden saw by King Manasseh,
Joel, Uzziah, the son of King Amaziah, clubbed him to death. Amos, the son of
a priest, drove a nail through his Temple. Micah was murdered by Joram, the
son of Ahab. Habakkuk, stoned to death by Jews in Jerusalem. Ezekiel murdered
by the chief of the Jews in Chaldea. Zachariah, King Joash murdered this
prophet between the steps and the altar of the Temple, and then sprinkled his
blood on the horns of the altar. Jeremiah, imprisoned, tortured, starved, and
stoned to death by the Jews.

Look at Jeremiah chapter 19, take your Bibles to Jeremiah chapter 19, hear
the prophecy of Jeremiah relative to the destruction of Jerusalem. Jeremiah
chapter 19. I’m going to be giving you a lot of material today, and I know it
may be hard to remember everything that I’m going to say that’s why I hope
that you’ll get the video afterward, but I hope you’ll watch intently at this
prophecy of Jeremiah as it is applied to the destruction of Jerusalem,
because every single thing that Jeremiah said in this chapter came to pass,
and we will see it in this message.

Jeremiah 19:1 ¶Thus saith the LORD, Go and get a potter’s earthen bottle, and
take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests;
2 And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of
the east gate, and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee,
3 And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of
Jerusalem; Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will
bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall
tingle.
4 Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have
burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers
have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood
of innocents;



5 They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire
for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither
came it into my mind:
6 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place
(Jerusalem) shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of
Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.
7 And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and
I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands
of them that seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for
the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.
8 And I will make this city desolate,

What did Jesus say? “Jerusalem, your house is left unto you desolate.”

Jeremiah 19:8 And I will make this city desolate, and an hissing; every one
that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues
thereof.
9 And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their
daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege
and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives,
shall straiten them.
10 ¶Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with
thee,
11 And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I
break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that
cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be
no place to bury.
12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, and to the inhabitants
thereof, and even make this city as Tophet:
13 And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall
be defiled as the place of Tophet, because of all the houses upon whose roofs
they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have poured out
drink offerings unto other gods.
14 Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy;
and he stood in the court of the LORD’S house; and said to all the people,
15 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon
this city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against
it, because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my
words.

That was Jeremiah’s prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem. Every word came
to pass as we will see in a minute.

Description of Jerusalem

First, let’s talk about the city of Jerusalem itself. It was built on two
major mountains, and five lesser mountains. Three massive walls surrounded
the city on every side except one side which was inaccessible. One wall was
erected on a hanging rock and fortified by sixty towers. The middle wall had
fourteen towers. The third wall had nearly 90 towers. In clear weather, one
could see the Mediterranean Sea, Arabia, and the entire nation of Israel,
from one vantage point. The towers were built of white marble. The tower



stood between 90 and 135 feet high. Again, they all stood on the top of great
hills and mountains. Nearby on the north side was the royal palace with its
porticoes, galleries, apartments, groves, gardens, walks, fountains,
aqueducts, all made from the costliest and most elegant materials. The Temple
and the fort of Antonia were on the east side directly opposite the Mount of
Olives. Inside the fort was the castle of Antonia, seventy five feet high,
each side faced with marble. The towers of the fort were elegant and massive
beyond description. The foundations of the lower Temple were four hundred and
fifty feet deep, and the stones of which they were composed were more than 60
feet long and seven feet high, made of the whitest marble. The circuit of the
whole building was four furlongs. Its height 100 cubits, 160 pillars each 27
feet high, ornamented and sustained the immense and ponderous edifice. In the
front, spacious and lofty galleries wainscoted with cedar were supported by
columns of white marble in uniform rows. In short, says Josephus, nothing
could surpass even the exterior of this Temple for its elegant and curious
workmanship. It was adorned with solid plates of gold that rivaled the beauty
of the rising sun, and were scarcely less dazzling to the eye than the beams
of that luminary. Of those parts of the building which were not guilt when
viewed from a distance, some, says he, appeared like pillars of snow, and
some like mountains of white marble. The splendor of the interior parts of
the Temple corresponded with the external magnificence. It was decorated and
enriched by everything that was costly, elegant, and superb.

In the lower Temple was placed the sacred curiosities; the seven-branched
candlestick of pure gold, the table for the show-bread, and the altar of
incense, the two latter of which were covered over with plates of the same
metal, gold. In the sanctuary were several doors 55 cubits high, 16 in
breadth which were all likewise of gold. Before these doors hung a veil of
the most beautiful Babylonian tapestry composed of scarlet blue and purple,
exquisitely interwoven, and wrought up to the highest degree of art. From the
top of the ceiling depended branches and leaves of vines and large clusters
of grapes hanging down five or six feet all of gold, and of most admirable
workmanship. In addition to these proofs of the splendor and riches of the
Temple may be noticed its eastern gate of pure Corinthian brass, more
esteemed even than the precious metals. The golden folding doors of the
chambers, the beautiful carved work, gilding and painting of the galleries,
golden vessels of the sanctuary, the vestments of scarlet, violet and purple,
the vast wealth of the treasury, abundance of precious stones and immense
quantities of all kinds of costly spices and perfumes, in short, the most
valuable and sumptuous of whatever nature or art or opulence could supply was
enclosed within the consecrated walls of this magnificent and venerable
edifice.

On Palm Sunday Jesus entered into that city, Jerusalem. The people laid palm
leaves in His path and shouted, Hosanna! Blessed be the king that cometh in
the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. But listen to
what Jesus said, Luke 19:41 through 44.

Luke 19:41 ¶And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,
42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.



43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench
about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,
44 And shall lay thee even – even – with the ground, and thy children within
thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou
knewest not the time of thy visitation.

On Wednesday of that week, Jesus rebuked and confounded the scribes and the
Pharisees, and warned the disciples of the barbarous treatment that they
would receive very soon at the hands of the Jews. He then said those words
that we began this address with.

Luke 13:34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy
children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye
would not!
35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate:

The Olivet Discourse

Turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 24 beginning in verse 1.

Matthew 24:1 ¶And Jesus went out, and departed from the Temple: and his
disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the Temple.

Not sure this was all of the disciples. It could have been Peter, James, John
and Andrew, but they came out to Jesus and engaged in a private conversation
with Him, and Jesus foretold the destruction of the city of Jerusalem.

Verse 2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things?

Remember this discourse took place on the Mount of Olives which commanded a
full view of the city of Jerusalem and the Temple. Jesus and the disciples
are looking at the city. They’re looking at the Temple when Jesus said, “See
ye not all these things?” Jerusalem, the Temple, the walls, the towers, the
beauty, the grandeur, the riches. “Verily I say unto you, There shall not be
left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. Jesus here
predicts the city and the Temple’s complete demolition.

Verse three: And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto
him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? – the destruction
of Jerusalem – and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of
the world? Or the end of the age. meaning the end of the Jewish age, the end
of the Jewish world, not talking about the end of the world as almost
everyone interprets this verse to mean. Jesus is talking about the
destruction of Jerusalem, the end of an age, the end of the Jewish system,
the end of their city, the end of their Temple, the end of their worship.
When shall these things be?

Verse 4 ¶And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive
you.
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many.



Within a year after Christ’s death and resurrection, many false Christs
appeared. Dasu Theas the Samaritan, Simon Magus a second Samaritan false
Christ, a false Christ named Tudas under the government of Felix, a host of
false Christs appeared claiming to perform great signs and miracles. An
Egyptian false Christ collected 30 thousand followers. In the time of Festus,
another false Christ appeared, and this is just a sample of the hundreds and
hundreds of false Christs that came into Judea and Jerusalem shortly after
the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, just as He had
predicted.

Verse 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

This is not talking about the end of the world, this is talking about the
destruction of Jerusalem. There were wars and commotions occurring so
frequently between Jesus death and the destruction of Jerusalem that the
whole interval could be regarded as the fulfillment of this prophecy. War
between Herod and Aretas king of Arabia Petraea, the wars of Caligula, the
wars against the Jews by the Greeks and Syrians in the city of Seleucia with
a huge slaughter, the wars between the Jews and the Philadelphians at Perea,
the battle between the Jews and Kuminus resulting in the deaths of 10,000
Jews, war between the Jews and the Samaritans, war between the Jews and the
Syrians in Ceceria resulting in the deaths of 20,000 Jews, war in Damascus,
Tyre, Ascalon, Gadara, and Scythopolis. In the first three cities I just
mentioned 10,000 Jews were killed in one hour. The siege of Chapada killed
40,000 Jews. In Alexandria the Romans killed 50,000 Jews. You shall have wars
and rumors of wars, nation against nation. It was all fulfilled just as Jesus
said between the time of Christ’s death and the destruction of Jerusalem.

And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, Jesus said. Within that same
period of time of this prophecy, this was literally fulfilled. In the reign
of Claudius there was an great earthquake in Rome. There was an earthquake in
Apamea, another earthquake in Syria, another one in Crete, there were
earthquakes in Smyrna, Meletis Caius and Samos, another in Laodicea as well
as Hierapolis and Colossi, and a dreadful earthquake occurred in Jerusalem a
short time before the Roman siege against Jerusalem began. It all took place
just as Jesus said. Jesus said, famines, great famines at the time extended
through Greece and Italy but were felt most severely in Judea and especially
in Jerusalem. Helena, Queen of Abiabeena, sent large supplies of grain to
Jerusalem to help the starving in the city. The Gentile Christian Churches at
the urging of the Apostle Paul sent much relief to the city of Jerusalem
because of the starvation and famine in the city just as Jesus predicted.

Jesus said pestilences would occur. The first occurred in Babylon about 40
AD. The second occurred in Rome in 65 AD. Tens of thousands of people, maybe
hundreds of thousands perished by the disease accumulating due to starvation
and sickness. Dead corpses rotting on the streets, infected rats and insects,
just as Jesus said, disease permeated the region for many years in between
the death of Christ and the destruction of Jerusalem. In Luke chapter 21 and
verse 11 Jesus said:



Great Signs from Heaven

Luke 21:11 …and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

The following extraordinary signs occurred just as Jesus said:

A meteor resembling a sword hung over Jerusalem during one entire year. This
could not be a comet for it was stationary and was visible for twelve
successive months. A sword too, a fit emblem of destruction.

“On the eighth of the month, (before the feast of unleavened bread) at the
ninth hour of the night, there shone round about the altar, and the adjacent
buildings of the Temple, a light equal to the brightness of the day, which
continued for the space of half an hour.” This could not be the effect of
lightning, nor of a vivid aurora, for it was confined to a particular spot
and the light shone unintermittently thirty minutes, as the High Priest were
leading a heifer to the altar to be sacrificed, and brought forth a lamb, in
the midst of the Temple.

Such is the strange account given by the historian. Some may regard it as a
“Grecian fable,” while others may think that they discern in this prodigy a
miraculous rebuke of Jewish infidelity and impiety, for rejecting the
ANTITYPICAL Lamb, who had offered Himself as an atonement, “once for all,”
and who, by thus completely fulfilling their design, had virtually abrogated
the Levitical sacrifices. However this may be, the circumstances of the
prodigy are remarkable. It did not occur in an obscure part of the city, but
in the Temple, not at an ordinary time, but at the Passover, the season of
our LORD’S crucifixion, in the presence, not of the vulgar merely, but of the
High Priests and of their attendants, and when they were leading the
sacrifice to the altar.

About the sixth hour of the night, the eastern gate of the Temple was seen to
open without human assistance. When the guards informed the curator of this
event, he sent men to assist them in shutting it, who with great difficulty
succeeded. This gate, as hath been observed already, was of solid brass, and
required twenty men to close it every evening. It could not have been opened
by a “strange gust of wind,” or a “slight earthquake;” for Josephus says, it
was secured by “iron bolts and bars, which were let down into a large
threshold; consisting of one entire stone.”

Soon after the feast of the Passover, in various parts of the country, before
the setting of the sun, chariots and armed men were seen in the air, passing
round about Jerusalem. Neither could this portentous spectacle be occasioned
by the aurora, for it occurred before the setting of the sun, or merely the
fancy of a few villagers, gazing at the heavens, for it was seen in various
parts of the country.

Beyond that, at the subsequent feast of Pentecost, while the priests were
going by night, into the inner Temple to perform their customary
ministrations, they first felt, as they said, a shaking, accompanied by an
indistinct murmuring, and afterwards voices as of a multitude, saying, in a
distinct and earnest manner, “LET US DEPART HENCE.” This gradation will



remind the reader of that awful transaction, which the feast of Pentecost was
principally instituted to commemorate. First, a shaking was heard, this would
naturally induce the priests to listen: an unintelligible murmuring succeeds;
this would more powerfully arrest their attention, and while it was thus
awakened arid fixed, they heard, says Josephus, the voices of a multitude,
distinctly pronouncing the words “LET US DEPART HENCE.” And accordingly,
before this period for celebrating this feast returned, the Jewish war had
commenced, and in the space of three years afterwards, Jerusalem was
surrounded by the Roman army, the Temple converted into a citadel, and its
sacred courts streaming with the blood of human victims.

And the last and most fearful omen, Josephus relates that one Jesus, the son
of Ananus, a rustic of the lower class, during the Feast of Tabernacles,
suddenly exclaimed in the Temple, “A voice from the east, a voice from the
west, a voice from the four winds, a voice against Jerusalem and the Temple —
a voice against bridegrooms and brides — a voice against the whole people!”
These words he incessantly proclaimed aloud both day and night, through all
the streets of Jerusalem, for seven years and five months together,
commencing in A.D. 62, when the city was in a state of peace, and overflowing
with prosperity, and terminating amidst the horrors of the siege. This
disturber, having excited the attention of the magistracy, was brought before
Albinus the Roman governor, who commanded that he should be scourged. But the
severest stripes drew from him neither tears nor supplications. As he never
thanked those who relieved, so neither did he complain of the injustice of
those who struck him. And no other answer could the governor obtain to his
interrogatories, but his usual denunciation of “Woe, woe to Jerusalem!” which
he still continued to proclaim through the city, but especially during the
festivals, when his manner became more earnest, and the tone of his voice
louder. At length, on the commencement of the siege, he ascended the walls,
and, in a more powerful voice than ever, exclaimed, “Woe, woe to this city,
this Temple, and this people!” And then, with a presentment of his own death,
added,” Woe, woe to myself.” He had scarcely uttered these words when a stone
from one of the Roman engines killed him on the spot. The great signs just as
Jesus predicted.

Matthew chapter 24 verse 8 Jesus continues saying all these are the beginning
of sorrows.

Luke 21 verse 12 Jesus said that before all these things they shall lay hands
on you – the disciples – and persecute you delivering you up to the
synagogues and into prisons being brought before kings and rulers for my
name’s sake. In the verse 16 of that chapter, and ye shall be betrayed both
parents and brethren and kinsfolks and friends, and some of you they shall
cause to be put to death. As we know John the Baptist had already been
beheaded, Peter and John were in prison, Stephen was stoned to death, James
was beheaded, Paul was beheaded, eventually all of the disciples except John
were violently martyred, just as Jesus said.

Verse 14 in Matthew 24: And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached into
all the world for a witness unto all nations and then shall the end come.
He’s not talking about the end of the world, he’s talking about the end of
the Jewish world, the end of the Jewish age, the Gospel shall be preached to



all the world, then shall the end come. The persecution of the Jews against
the early Church forced the apostles and disciples to flee the city of
Jerusalem. The book of Acts records the preaching of the Gospel into all the
world, Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossi, Thessalonica,
Pontius, Cappadocia, Bethinia.

Colossians chapter 1 verse 23 listen to what the Apostle Paul said.

If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from
the hope of the Gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached – which
was preached — to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am
made a minister. Just as Jesus said, the Gospel would be preached to everyone
in the world, everyone under heaven. So here Paul proclaims the fulfillment
of Jesus prophecy which was preached to every creature under heaven!

All of this, all of this was Jesus prophecy of things preceding the
destruction of Jerusalem. Everything we have discussed to this moment
happened prior to the destruction of Jerusalem. They were the precursors of
that which was to come.

The wars referred to earlier escalated between the Jews in Jerusalem and Rome
until it reached a boiling point. Nero appointed Vespasian to prosecute the
war against the Jews in Jerusalem. Assisted by his son Titus, they marched an
army of 60,000 men against Jerusalem in 67 AD. As the Roman army marched
through Judea towards Jerusalem, it spared no one, woman or child. The siege
and surrounding Judea went on for 15 months. Vespasian leveled the cities of
Galilee and the chief towns of Judea killing at least a hundred and fifty
thousand inhabitants. The terrors and calamities in the coastal city of Joppa
were especially dreadful. Thousands of Jews took to ships to escape
Vespasian’s fury, but a great tempest of wind pushed the ships back to land,
and hundreds of vessels were dashed against the rocks. Many Jews killed
themselves to escape being tortured by the Roman army. Over four thousand
dead bodies were strewed along the coasts, and thousands more were killed
inland. Thus was fulfilled Jesus prophecy Luke 21:25 and upon the earth
distress of nations with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring.

While Vespasian returned to Caesarea to plan his great and final assault
against Jerusalem, he was summoned back to Rome upon the death of Nero. His
son Titus was left in charge of the Roman army. Thus there was a respite of
almost two years before Titus would seize the city of Jerusalem. God again
gave the Jews yet another chance to repent and turn to the Lord. After all
these things that have already happened, pestilences, disease, death,
earthquake, wars, 150,000 killed in Judea, after all of this there was a two-
year respite. The Jews could have repented. The Jews could have turned to the
Lord. God gave them another opportunity after all of the opportunities God
had given Israel from the time of Moses, to the time of Joshua, to the
Judges, to the prophets, over and over and over and over and over and over
and over and over and over again for thousands of years God gave them an
opportunity to repent, an opportunity to come to the Lord, an opportunity to
obey God, an opportunity to be faithful to His Word, so many opportunities
they’re too numerous to count! And now on the very verge of their
destruction, on the very verge of the total annihilation of their people,



their way of life, their religion, their Temple, their city, God gave them
another chance to repent. And they did not. Think of all the opportunities
God gave the children of Israel from the time Moses delivered them from
bondage all the way through the times of the prophets. The plagues, the
judgments, the invasions, the captivity, the miracles, the deliverance. And
then came John the Baptist and they killed him. Then came their Messiah, and
they crucified Him. They’re hard to stubbornness iniquity wickedness and
blasphemy only grew worse and worse.

And now on the verge of total annihilation, the rebellion of the Jews against
God intensified to unspeakable proportions. Inside the city of Jerusalem a
great civil war broke out between the inhabitants. These two “factions”
spared no one, women or children. They killed each other by the thousands.
Eighty five hundred bodies lied rotting on the streets of Jerusalem killed by
fellow Jews. Twelve thousand Jewish leaders were killed including many
Pharisees. Their carcasses lay in heaps along the city streets. Unrestrained
lawlessness ran rampant throughout Judea. There was no law. There was
rampant, rampant, unbridled violence, murder, rape, pillage, plunder, death,
destruction, Jew against Jew!

It was during this background that the city inhabitants became aware that the
Roman army was approaching for its final assault. Listen to Jesus in Matthew
chapter 24 begin reading from verse 15:

Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let
him understand:)
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of
his house:
18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those
days!
20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath
day:
21 For then shall be great tribulation, (He’s talking about the destruction
of Jerusalem! There shall be great tribulation!) such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

Let me pause right there. There has never in the history of the world been a
slaughter, been an annihilation, been a destruction, of any people, of any
city, anywhere in the history of the world, that compares to the destruction
of the city of Jerusalem. And since that dreadful destruction, in modern
history, with all of the advances in technology, and all of the warfare, the
bombs, the planes, the ships, the guns, the canons, everything, World War I,
World War II, think of all of the great horrors of military conflict that
have taken place, to this very day there has never been an annihilation of
any people, anywhere, in any war, that compares to the annihilation of the
city of Jerusalem just as Jesus said in Matthew chapter 24 and verse 21, read
it again, for then shall be Great Tribulation such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor shall ever be.



22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:
but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.

And in Luke 21 verse 20 Luke adds this, Jesus speaking:

Luke 21:20 ¶And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed (or surrounded) with
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

When you see the Roman armies surrounding this city, your doom is upon you.
Previously Jerusalem had been invaded, Jerusalem had been captured,
Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Chaldeans, but now Jerusalem will be utterly
and totally annihilated.

The day on which Titus encompassed Jerusalem was the Feast of the Passover,
the 37th anniversary of the day when the Jews crucified their Messiah, 37
years to the day. Unaware of the bloodshed and the mayhem that was taking
place in Jerusalem, tens of thousands of Jews faithfully came to Jerusalem to
celebrate Passover as they did each year, but in doing so this year they
ignored the warning of Jesus.

Luke 21:21b …and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. (The
city of Jerusalem.)

If you’re in the country, stay there. Do not enter the city of Jerusalem. The
tens of thousands, yea, hundreds of thousands of Jews did just that.
Josephus, the greatest of all Jewish historians, was an eyewitness to the
destruction of Jerusalem. He was in Jerusalem when the siege began. He was
taken prisoner by the Roman army, and when they recognized who he was, they
spared his life, and they charged him to be an eyewitness on-site reporter,
and to record every detail of the events that he witnessed during the course
of this siege which is exactly what he did. Josephus said there were so many
Roman crosses in Jerusalem one could hardly walk through the city. Rumors
among the Roman troops were that Jews had swallowed gold, and you can imagine
what the Roman troops did to the Jewish bodies in an attempt to recover the
swallowed gold.

After visualizing the carnage that the Jews had inflicted upon themselves,
and that now his troops were inflicting, Titus was so grieved at the scene
that he stopped, raised his hand toward heaven, and prayed to God that he
never intended so much death and destruction as the Jews had inflicted upon
themselves. But the horrors of famine intensified. People were eating their
belts, their sandals, the skins of their shields, dried grass and the order
(???) of oxen. Men were eating each other, and women were eating their
children. Remember the words of Jeremiah? Again Jesus warned Luke 23:28 as He
was carrying his Cross to Mount Calvary and the women around Him were weeping
Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem weep not for me but weep for yourselves
and for your children!” They had no idea what He meant, but Jesus knew what
was soon to come to this city.

Finally, the Romans breached the inner wall, I am trying to make this as
expeditious as I can leaving out so many details of this. Your imagination
can take you to the scene and you can only imagine the horror that was taking



place as I tell you about this. The Romans breached the inner wall and gained
possession of the great Tower of Antonio in advance toward the Temple. Titus
had determined in planning the siege to not, I repeat, to not destroy the
Temple. He wanted to preserve it as a trophy of Rome. Titus would not have
his way. As his soldiers began burning the Temple, Titus personally rode to
the scene and commanded his men to spare the Temple. But so violent was the
battle between the Romans and the Jews that they either did not see their
commander, or if they did, they ignored him. Jews were rushing from every
quarter to save the Temple. There is no language to describe the scene of
fire and smoke and blood and death that ensued as the Jews fought desperately
to save the Temple of God! And the Romans, obsessed with their destruction,
it was something so unimaginable, it’s impossible to describe.

The old and the young, the feeble and the fit, the priests and the commoners,
the Pharisees and the scribes, mothers and fathers, parents and children,
brothers and sisters, the ground could not be seen! The ground could not be
seen for dead bodies. Men were not walking on the earth, they were walking on
the bodies of the dead. In some parts of the city, blood was up to the
horse’s bridle.

Before the final demolition, however, Titus took a survey of the city and its
fortifications. And while contemplating their impregnable strength, could not
help ascribing a success to the peculiar interposition of Almighty God. He
said, “Had not God himself aided our operations, and driven the Jews from
their fortresses, it would have been absolutely impossible to have taken
them. For what could men and the force of engines have done against such
towers as these.” – The Roman general Titus.

After this he commanded that the city should be raised – leveled — to the
foundations. Of the Jews destroyed during the siege, Josephus records not
less than 1,100,000, to which must be added above two hundred and thirty
seven thousand who perished in other places, and innumerable multitudes who
were swept away by famine and pestilence of which no calculation could be
made. The actual number of Jews killed in the siege of Jerusalem was
somewhere within a million at the least, and maybe two million dead.

In executing the command of Titus relative to the demolition of Jerusalem,
the Roman soldiers not only threw down the buildings, but even dug up their
foundations. You remember? Four hundred fifty feet deep! They dug up the
foundations, and so completely leveled the whole circuit of the city that a
stranger would scarcely have known that the city had ever been inhabited by
human beings. Thus was the great city which only five months before had been
crowded with nearly 2 million people, who glorified in its impregnable
strength, entirely depopulated and level to the ground. And thus also was our
Lord’s prediction that her enemies shall, “lay her even with the ground,”
fully accomplished. This fact is confirmed by Eusebius who asserts that he
himself saw the city lying in ruins.

Thus was literally fulfilled the prophecy of Micah in Micah 3:12

Micah 3:12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high



places of the forest.

So significant was the destruction of Jerusalem, that it is the subject of a
very large portion of prophecies in both the old and new testaments. Pause,
sadly the vast majority of pastors either ignore these prophecies or they
misapply them, and take away their meaning completely applying it to
something that wasn’t true! And so most people don’t even realize how many
scores and scores of verses in both the Old and New Testaments prophesy the
destruction of Jerusalem! In other words, God placed the destruction of
Jerusalem as a monumental sign and lesson, not to Israel, but to the Church.

First this caveat: Titus was the most unlikely man throughout the Roman
armies to become a scourge to Jerusalem. He was eminently distinguished for
his great tenderness and humanity, which he displayed in a variety of
instances during the siege. He repeatedly made specific overtures to the
Jews, and deeply lamented the infatuation that rejected them. In short he did
everything which a military commander could do to spare them and to preserve
their city and Temple, but without effect. Thus was the will of God
accomplished by human agency, although contrary to the wish of Titus, and his
predicted interposition to punish his rebellious and apostate people in this
way rendered more conspicuously evident. In other words, by using Titus to be
the one through whom the destruction of Jerusalem would come, in itself, was
a miracle, a sign for the Church, forever, that everything about the
destruction of Israel was divine in origin. It was the fulfillment of
prophecy, the judgment of God forever upon Israel, Jerusalem, their Temple,
and their religion.

Think of it: Not a single Christian perished in the siege of Jerusalem. Think
of it, Jerusalem is where the Church began. Remember the day of Pentecost
3,000 were saved baptized and added to the Church in one day, in Jerusalem.
The Church grew by leaps and bounds! But not one single Christian died in the
siege of Jerusalem. They were dispersed in persecution, and those that
weren’t heeded the Oracles of God pertaining to the destruction of Jerusalem,
and left before the siege began.

When Jesus said, “This generation shall not pass before all these things were
fulfilled,” it came to pass just as He said. A generation is 40 years in
biblical terminology. Within 40 years time everything that Jesus had
predicted had come to pass. That generation of people did not pass. They saw,
experienced, lived and died in that fulfilled prophecy.

For copyright reasons I deleted the last part of the text. Please see the
YouTube to hear the rest of Pastor Baldwin’s message.



The Three Great Deceptions of Church
History

Forward by the webmaster:

The text below was transcribed from a video of a talk Dr. Chuck Baldwin gave
to Liberty Fellowship in Kalispell Montana on May 19, 2019. The reason I took
the time to transcribe the text is to inspire you to want to listen to the
entire talk!

The three great deceptions Pastor Chuck talks about are:

Judaism in the Church. The Apostle Paul in his epistles and the Book of1.
Hebrews deals with it extensively but it sadly continues to this very
day in the Hebrew Roots movement.
Romanism: The false church of Rome and the rise of the true antichrists,2.
the office of the papacy, the Popes of Rome.
Christian Zionism: The false doctrine that Christian support of the3.
modern State of Israel is needed to bring about the return of Christ.

In this talk Pastor Chuck quotes from Adam Clarke, (1762 – 1832) a British
Methodist theologian and biblical scholar. He along with Matthew Henry and
John Gill are Bible commentators whose works are not tainted with false
doctrines of dispensationalism.

Dr. Chuck Baldwin’s Message
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Dr. Chuck Baldwin

Open your Bibles please with me to the book of Matthew chapter 24. I’m going
to ask for the attention of you folks here at Liberty Fellowship and you
folks that are watching online because the message that I’m bringing today is
the the first message of many others to follow, but it’s the first message
that will give you I trust a foundation for many of the things which are to
follow. This message I’m preaching today is very important.

Virtually every preacher, every TV evangelist, every radio preacher you will
hear will tell you that Matthew chapter 24 is speaking of the second coming
of Jesus Christ. And they will interpret all of the verses in this chapter as
having to do with the second coming of Jesus Christ. That is a totally false
interpretation of this chapter. This chapter is not talking about the second
coming of Jesus Christ. Only in the sense that toward the end of the chapter
he relates the events of chapter 24 as a precursor of Christ’s coming. That’s
the only way that this chapter deals with the second coming of Christ. It is
not dealing with the second coming of Christ whatsoever.

The misinterpretation of Matthew chapter 24 by these modern Christian
Zionists is a major error upon which much of the Christian Zionist doctrine
is built. The proper understanding of Matthew chapter 24 is the beginning of
learning the truth about all of this Zionist prophecy that we hear so much
about and that we ourselves believed for so long.

Let me give you the introduction of Matthew 24 by Adam Clarke. You know I
love to quote these old Bible scholars who wrote in the 17th 18th and 19th
centuries. If you read just about any commentator of the 20th century, in the
21st century, you are reading error and misinterpretation of Scripture. I
don’t waste my time with 20th century and 21st century commentators. I read
the guys that wrote before Israel became a state in 1948 and therefore they
were not blinded by that event.

Here is the introduction from Adam Clarke to Matthew 24. Listen carefully.

This chapter contains a prediction of the utter destruction of the city and
temple of Jerusalem, and the subversion of the whole political constitution
of the Jews; and is one of the most valuable portions of the new covenant
Scriptures, with respect to the evidence which it furnishes of the truth of



Christianity.

Not a word about the return of Christ. This chapter contains a prediction of
the utter destruction of the city and the Temple of Jerusalem and a
subversion of the whole political Constitution of the Jews and is one of the
most valuable portions of the New Covenant scriptures with respect to the
evidence which furnishes the truth of Christianity.

This chapter Adam Clarke is saying is critical to understanding the New
Covenant! Meaning the misinterpretation of Matthew 24 and related Scripture
means a person doesn’t truly understand the New Covenant that God gave us
through Christ! All these people that are laboring under this Christian
Zionist philosophy of biblical prophetic eschatology are missing a very
important truth relative to the New Covenant. That’s what Adam Clarke is
saying.

Everything which our Lord foretold should come on the temple the city and the
people of the Jews, has been fulfilled!

Has been fulfilled! Has been fulfilled! Past tense!

… in the most correct and astonishing manner; and witnessed by a writer who
was present during the whole, who was himself a Jew, and is acknowledged to
be an historian of indisputable veracity in all those transactions which
concern the destruction of Jerusalem. Without having designed it, he has
written a commentary on our Lord’s words, and shown how every tittle was
punctually fulfilled, though he knew nothing of the Scripture which contained
this remarkable prophecy. His account will be frequently referred to in the
course of these notes.

He’s talking about of course the most famous of all Jewish historians,
Josephus. What he’s saying is, Josephus who was a eyewitness recorded
accurately everything that Jesus had predicted in this passage concerning
Jerusalem and the Temple and the people of the Jews.

Matthew chapter 24, and we’ll pull out three verses because they’re dealing
with the subject at hand.

Matthew 24 verse 4: And Jesus answered and said unto them take heed that no
man deceive you.

Verse 11: Many false prophets shall rise and shall deceive many.

He’s talking about the interim 35 years or so between the death and
resurrection of Christ and the destruction of the city of Jerusalem. During
that 35 year period, maybe one or two years off either direction, many came
pretending to be Christ. Many came predicting that they were the Messiah and
trying to draw Jewish disciples after them. Jesus was predicting this would
happen after His death and His resurrection that many would come and say they
were the Messiah. He’s telling his disciples do not believe them, do not
follow them, they are false prophets coming in my Name. Do not let them
deceive you.



Verse 24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch…

And I want you to know, I want you to mark this last portion of Scripture,
and I want this to sink you into your heart.

…that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

If it were possible, they, these false messiahs coming to the city of
Jerusalem between Christ’s resurrection and the destruction of the city
saying, “I’m Christ, follow me”, and if it were possible, they will deceive
the very elect. They will be that convincing. But it says if it were
possible. Jesus intimates that it’s not possible for the elect to be deceived
by these false Christs.

Just real brief summary: When the destruction of Israel was about to begin,
and it was a two-year process where first the Roman army surrounded the city
of Jerusalem and cut it off from the world, dried up its water supply, its
food supply etc., two years of that before they actually invaded the city.
When all of this first began, God sent messengers, Oracles they’re called in
the Scripture, to the city of Jerusalem proclaiming to the elect Jews, those
who had trusted Christ as their Savior, the elect Jews of Jerusalem as
Gentiles who trust Christ as their Savior are the elect Gentiles. These
Oracles told them of the impending doom coming at the hands of the Roman army
and told them to flee the city to get out and head to the mountains.

This is all a matter of church history. The elect Jews of Jerusalem those who
had trusted Christ as Messiah and Savior, listened to the warning of the
Oracles, and they fled the city before the siege against Jerusalem took
place. The Jews who were not the elect, who had not received Christ as
Messiah and Lord, ignored the warnings of the Oracles, and they stayed in the
city, and they were slaughtered. God spared the elect by not allowing them to
succumb to the deception of the false Christs, and by giving them the
discernment of spirit to follow the true Oracles of God to safety and to
salvation. Please try to remember that story as we proceed.

Let me give you just a few other scriptures of the New Testament that deal
with this matter of deception.

2 Timothy 3:13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived.

That’s interesting isn’t it? Because not only are they deceiving other
people, they themselves are also deceived.

(End of transcript)

Please listen to the entire message!

Adam Clarke’s commentary on Matthew 24:29

Matthew 24:29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days



shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
shall be shaken:

Commentators generally understand this, and what follows, of the end of the
world and Christ’s coming to judgment: but the word immediately shows that
our Lord is not speaking of any distant event, but of something immediately
consequent on calamities already predicted: and that must be the destruction
of Jerusalem. “The Jewish heaven shall perish, and the sun and moon of its
glory and happiness shall be darkened – brought to nothing. The sun is the
religion of the Church; the moon is the government of the state; and the
stars are the judges and doctors of both. Compare Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7,
Ezekiel 32:8, etc.” Lightfoot.

In the prophetic language, great commotions upon earth are often represented
under the notion of commotions and changes in the heavens: –

The fall of Babylon is represented by the stars and constellations of heaven
withdrawing their light, and the sun and moon being darkened. See Isaiah
13:9, Isaiah 13:10.

The destruction of Egypt, by the heaven being covered, the sun enveloped with
a cloud, and the moon withholding her light. Ezekiel 32:7, Ezekiel 32:8.

The destruction of the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes is represented by casting
down some of the host of heaven, and the stars to the ground. See Daniel
8:10.

And this very destruction of Jerusalem is represented by the Prophet Joel,
Joel 2:30, Joel 2:31, by showing wonders in heaven and in earth – darkening
the sun, and turning the moon into blood. This general mode of describing
these judgments leaves no room to doubt the propriety of its application in
the present case.

The falling of stars, i.e. those meteors which are called falling stars by
the common people, was deemed an omen of evil times.

The Seventy Weeks and the Great
Tribulation – By Philip Mauro
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A Study of the Last Two Visions of Daniel, and of the Olivet Discourse of the
Lord Jesus Christ

(1921, REVISED 1944)
Philip Mauro

Philip Mauro

Philip Mauro (January 7, 1859 – April 7, 1952) was an American lawyer and
author. He was born in St. Louis, Missouri.cHe was a lawyer who practiced
before the Supreme Court, a patent lawyer, and also a Christian writer.

Philip Mauro almost exclusively used the Authorized Version (King James
Version) unless he specifically referred to the Revised Version, the American
Revised Version (later known as the American Standard Version), or even in
places to the Rotherham Version to illustrate a particular point. The use of
the Authorized Version was retained throughout this work.

Our object in the present series of papers is to bring before our readers
some results of recent studies of the prophecy of The Seventy Weeks (Daniel
9), and of the Lord’s discourse on Mount Olivet (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke
21), in which He applied and expanded a part of that prophecy.

Writings and addresses on prophecy always excite interest, because they
appeal to the element of curiosity which is prominent in human nature. But
such writings and addresses are of benefit only so far as they rightly
interpret the Scripture. In the case of unfulfilled prophecy this is
oftentimes a matter of difficulty; while on the other hand writers on
prophetic themes are under constant temptation to indulge in Surmises and
speculations, and even in flights of imagination. Much has been put forth as



interpretation of prophecy which is utterly unproven, but which could not be
disproved except, as in cases where dates have been set for the coming of
Christ, by the event itself.

Another fact which has been impressed upon us in this connection is that
there has been no progress in the interpretation of unfulfilled prophecy for
a good many years. At “prophetic conferences”, and in books and magazines,
the same things are being repeated today, with little variation, that were
said two decades ago. It would seem that, for some reason, the Lord has not
been, of late, shedding fresh light upon this part of His precious Word. Our
own thought about the matter is that writers on prophecy have gone so far in
advancing, and the people of God in accepting, mere conjectures, unproven
theories, or at best mere probabilities, as interpretations of the prophetic
Scriptures, that there must needs be a surrender of our speculative ideas,
and a retracing of some of our steps (which have diverged from the truth),
ere there can be any real advance in the understanding of this part of the
Word of God.

Having these things in mind, we purpose, in entering upon the present line of
studies, to be governed by certain principles which, we believe, should
control at all times those who assume to expound the Word of God to their
fellow saints.

The first of these controlling principles is, neither to accept nor to give
forth as settled interpretation anything that rests upon surmise or mere
probability; but only what is supported either by direct proof from
Scripture, or by reasonable deduction there from. We maintain that it is far
better to have no explanation at all of a difficult passage than to accept
one which may turn out to be wrong. For it is not easy to give up an idea
when once we have committed ourselves to it.

In fact, that which chiefly stands in the way of the acceptance of fresh
light and truth from the Scriptures is the strong (in some cases almost
invincible) reluctance of the human mind to surrender or even to examine the
ground of, opinions which possibly were originally accepted upon human
authority only, and without any inquiry as to the support which can be found
for them in the Word of God.

Another guiding principle is that the proof adduced in support of any
interpretation should be taken from the Scripture itself. Our conviction is
that, whatever information is essential for the interpretation of any and
every passage of Scripture is to be found somewhere in the Bible itself. Were
it not so the Holy Scriptures would not be able to make the man of God
perfect, that is to say, complete, and thoroughly furnished unto every good
work (2 Timothy 3:16–17). We must, of course, appeal to history in order to
show the fulfillment of prophecy; for it cannot be shown in any other way.
But the interpretation of Scripture is another matter.

Furthermore, wherever we offer a statement or opinion to the reader for his
acceptance, we feel bound to give along with it the proofs by which we deem
it to be established. This should be demanded of every writer. But, most
unhappily, there are now in circulation many books dealing with Bible



subjects, whose authors deem themselves to be such high “authorities” that
they habitually make assertions of the most radical sort without citing in
support thereof any proof whatever. We earnestly caution our readers to
beware of all such. It is not according to the mind of God that His people
should rest upon any human “authorities” whatever. His own Word is the only
authority. These papers are prepared for the benefit of “the common people”.
What we undertake by the grace of God to do is to make every statement and
conclusion so plain, and to support it by such clear proof from the
Scriptures alone, that the ordinary reader will be able both to see for
himself the meaning of the passage, and also to comprehend perfectly the
scriptural evidence by which that meaning is established. Thus he will be
entirely independent of all human “authority”.

This is an exceedingly important point. For, as matters now stand, it would
be difficult or impossible to find anyone whose view of the Seventy Weeks
prophecy does not rest, as to someone or more essential features thereof,
upon mere human authority. In our own case, when we began these studies
(about May 1921) our opinion (in regard especially to the Chronology of the
prophetic period) had no better basis than that such were the views of
certain eminent writers on Bible topics; and this was most unsatisfactory
because we knew that there were other equally eminent students of the Bible
who held an entirely different view. But now we are in no uncertainty. We
have solid ground under our feet; for every conclusion rests upon the
unshakable rock of God s own testimony. This is as it should be.

We wish particularly to impress upon our readers that the proofs furnished by
the Scriptures for our comprehension of this great and marvelous prophecy are
not hard to understand or to apply. On the contrary, they are quite simple.
On a moment s reflection, it will be seen that it could not be otherwise. For
the Scriptures were written, not for the erudite, but for the simple-minded.
Our Lord said, speaking of this very prophecy, “Whoso readeth, let him
understand” (Matthew 24:15); and it should not surprise us to find that all
the materials needed for our understanding of the matter are contained in the
Bible itself.

Bible Chronology

Prior to the publication of Martin Anstey’s great work in 1913, all the
existing systems of Bible Chronology were dependent, for the period of time
embraced by the Seventy Weeks, upon sources of information outside the Bible,
and which are, moreover, not only unsupported by proof, but are in conflict
with the Scriptures. Anstey’s system has the unique merit of being based on
the Bible alone. Therefore it is capable of being verified by all Bible
readers. But for the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks there is no need to resort
to any system of chronology, seeing that the prophecy contains its own
chronology. In fact the difficulties and confusion which have arisen in
connection with this prophecy are due in large measure to the attempt to make
it conform to an incorrect chronology.

A Prophecy of Transcendent Interest

The Scripture we are now about to study is one of the most marvelous and most



transcendently important in the Word of God. That which is of supreme
interest in it is the divinely revealed time measure, starting from the
return of the Israelites out of Babylonian historical event second in
importance only to the Exodus from Egypt — down to the culminating event of
all prophecy and all history, even “unto Messiah,” and to His being “cut off
and having nothing.”

The very nature of the things here revealed is a guaranty that, in the
Scriptures themselves, will be found everything that is needed for a right
and clear understanding thereof; and further that the whole matter lies
within the comprehension of ordinary saints. All we ask of our readers is
their prayerful attention to the Scriptures to which we shall refer. Upon
that sole condition we can confidently promise them that they will be well
able to understand every matter advanced, and to see for themselves whether
it be supported by the Word of God or not.

Finally, we desire to say that the conclusions we have reached involve
nothing (unless in respect to some minor details) that has not been pointed
out by sound Bible expositors of other days. This, however, we were (in some
important particulars) unaware of until our studies were completed; for while
they were in progress we consulted no human authorities except Anstey’s Bible
Chronology, mentioned above.

If any of our readers should find themselves in disagreement as to any of the
matters set forth herein, we would ask of such only a patient examination of
the proofs advanced, together with that measure of kindly toleration which is
to be expected in such cases amongst those who are, with equal sincerity,
seeking to know the mind of God.

“Daniel the Prophet” (Matthew 24:15)

The book of Daniel differs in marked particulars from all others. The
miraculous element abounds in it; and because of this it has been within
recent years an object of venomous attack by the enemies of truth.
Furthermore, the communications found in it are not, like other prophecies,
in the nature of exhortations and warnings to the people of that time; for
Daniel was not (like the other prophets), the messenger of God to the people
of Daniel s own day. They are, on the contrary, in the nature of Divine
revelations, given to Daniel, either in the form of visions, or of messages
direct from heaven. It does not appear that they were communicated to the
people of that day. Thus the book is seen to be not for the people of Daniel
s own time, but for those of a later period or periods. Here is a very marked
difference between the prophecies of Daniel, and all others.

Moreover, the book of Daniel has to do in a very special way with Christ; and
to this feature we would call particular attention. Christ Himself is
distinctly seen in it, once in earth in the midst of the burning fiery
furnace, delivering the men who trusted in their God (3:25); and once in
heaven, receiving an everlasting Kingdom (7:13–14). And beyond all else in
interest and importance is the fact that to Daniel was given the exact
measure of time from an event clearly marked in his own day — an event for
which he had fervently prayed — to the coming of Christ, and to His being



“cut off”. Moreover, in this connection, God revealed to Daniel the marvelous
things which were to be accomplished through the crucifixion of Christ, as
well as the overwhelming judgments — the “desolations” — far surpassing
anything of like nature theretofore — which were to fall upon the City, the
Sanctuary and the People, in consequence of their rejection and crucifixion
of Christ.

In respect to these remarkable and immensely important features, the book of
Daniel stands in a class by itself.

Moreover, this book contains not only predictions that were to be fulfilled
at the first coming of Christ, but also predictions relating to the end of
the present age. For we have in the vision of the great image of gold,
silver, brass, iron, and clay, recorded in Chapter 2, an outline of the
course of human history from Daniel’s own time down to the second coming of
Christ in power and glory; and the breadth of the prophecy is such that it
embraces the chief political changes of the whole world.

It is doubtless because of the unique character and importance of this book
that it has been so fiercely attacked within recent times, and that every
attempt has been made to raise a doubt as, to its authenticity; for great
efforts have been made to convince the people in general that it was not
written by Daniel, or in his day. Those attempts have conspicuously failed;
but the efforts of the adversary to discredit this book are still to be seen
in the crude interpretations, miscalculations, and fantastical views which
have been poured forth in this day, now that it has become a matter of
importance to “understand” these prophecies.

An intimation of the efforts that would be made to becloud the prophecy of
Daniel is found in the words of Christ when, in referring directly to that
prophecy, he said, “Whoso readeth let him understand” (Matthew 24:15). But
those words may also be taken as an encouragement to seek a right
understanding of that wonderful series of prophecies.

The chief interest of our study centers in the revelation given to Daniel in
the first year of the Medo-Persian Empire, and found in the ninth Chapter;
and it is to this prophecy of prophecies that we wish to direct attention at
the present time. It is generally known as the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks
(Daniel 9:24–27).

The setting of this prophecy should first be carefully noted. Daniel had
learned, through Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10, that the period which God had set for
the “desolations of Jerusalem” was just seventy years (Daniel 9:1). That
period was then about to expire; for the decree, whereby the captivity was
ended and the Jews were allowed (and even exhorted) to return to their land
and city, was issued by, Cyrus within two years (Ezra 1:1). That this was the
fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy is certainly known, because it is recorded
in Ezra 1:1 that the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to issue that
decree, for the express purpose that “the word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremiah might be fulfilled”. This is surpassingly wonderful and impressive.

The effect upon Daniel of receiving this revelation was to send him to his



knees in confession and prayer. His prayer should be carefully examined. It
will be seen that it has to do entirely with the city, the sanctuary, and the
people of God, with special reference to the “desolations” of the city. It
will be seen also that these same subjects are what occupy the prophecy which
the angel Gabriel brought to Daniel in response to his prayer. We call
special attention to this, and also to the following points of interest:

God’s response to Daniel’s prayer was in the form of a revelation1.
brought to him by the angel Gabriel, who stated, as the first item of
information, that the seventy years of captivity were to be followed by
a period of seventy sevens (of years). The word here rendered “weeks” is
literally “sevens”; so there is no doubt that the period designated in
this prophecy is seventy sevens of years — 490 years.
The decree which was to bring the captivity to an end by freeing the2.
Jews, granting them the liberty to return to their own land and to
rebuild the city and sanctuary, was to be also the starting point of the
“determined” period of seventy sevens of years. This is clearly seen
from the prophecy itself in connection with Ezra 1:1 and other
Scriptures hereafter referred to; and it is important — indeed necessary
in order to avoid being misled — that we grasp this fact and keep it in
mind. So we repeat that the epoch-making decree of Cyrus in the first
year of his reign (as sole king), in virtue of which the city and temple
were rebuilt under Zerubbabel and Joshua, was both the termination of
the 70 years captivity and also the starting point for the prophetic
period of 70 sevens, which had been “determined”, or measured out, in
the councils of heaven, upon the people and the holy city. Where the one
period was to end, the other (just seven times as long) was to begin.
Again we ask that this point be carefully noted. Full proof of its
correctness will be given in our next chapter.
Daniel had, in his player, confessed the sins of his people, for which3.
sins God had brought upon them the “desolations” of their city and
sanctuary. But, to his intense grief no doubt, the angel Gabriel
revealed to him that a far more terrible sin, the very culmination of
the sins of the people, was yet to be committed by them. This was to
happen within the period “determined” by the prophecy; and moreover, in
consequence thereof, a judgment far more severe was to fall upon them,
even the utter destruction of the city and sanctuary, the sweeping away
of the nation as “with a flood”, and “desolations” of age-long duration.
No wonder eve find Daniel, in the third year of Cyrus, still mourning
and fasting three full weeks, and lamenting that his comeliness was
turned in him into corruption (10:2–3, 8). Daniel had said in his
prayer, “Yea, all Israel have transgressed” (verse 11). An evident
response to this is seen in the words of Gabriel, “seventy weeks are
determined upon thy people to finish the transgression.” With this we
may compare the words of Christ, spoken to the leaders of Israel, just
before the Olivet discourse: “Fill ye up then the measure of your
fathers” (Matthew 23:32). They did so by rejecting and crucifying Him.
The most important feature of the revelation brought by Gabriel to4.
Daniel was the precise measure of time (69 sevens, or 483 years) “to
Messiah, THE PRINCE”; and the time when Messiah was to be “cut off and
have nothing”. This is the wonder of wonders, the prophecy of



prophecies.
The angel Gabriel, who brought these marvelous predictions to Daniel, is5.
the same who announced the approach of the fulfillment of them to
Zachariah and to Mary (Luke 1:11–19; 26).
The expression used by Gabriel to Daniel, “thou art greatly beloved”, is6.
the exact equivalent of the word addressed by the same messenger to Mary
— “thou art highly favored” (Anstey’s Bible Chronology, page 276). Mr.
Anstey says of this expression: “It is used three times to Daniel and
never to anyone else except Mary; and Gabriel is the only angel employed
to make known to men the revelation of the mystery of redemption.”
The revelation embraces two main subjects (a) the coming and cutting off7.
of the Messiah, (b) the destruction and “desolation” of the City and
Sanctuary. It is a fact very familiar to all readers of the Bible, that
Christ Jesus called this prophecy to the minds of His disciples on the
eve of His being “cut off,” and definitely announced to them at that
time the approaching destruction and “desolation” of Jerusalem and the
Temple (Matthew 24:1–22; Luke 21:20–24). In these seven points we have
the main elements for a right understanding of the prophecy.

“From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem
unto Messiah the Prince” (Daniel 9:25)

The prophecy begins at verse 24. The angel informs Daniel that seventy sevens
of years were “determined” (or marked out) upon his people, and upon his holy
city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy (place). Here are six
things which were to be accomplished within the definitely determined period
of 490 years of Jewish history. Into those six things we purpose to look
later on. But there is one important question that should be settled first.
When does the stretch of 490 years begin? The next verse gives this needed
information. We read, “Know therefore, and understand that from the going
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah,
the Prince, shall be seven weeks and three score and two weeks.” From this we
learn that there was to be a total of 69 weeks (7 weeks plus 62 weeks) or 483
years from the given starting point unto the Messiah.

We must therefore determine with certainty the event from which the count of
the seventy weeks was to begin; for it is manifest that the measuring line,
notwithstanding it was given directly from heaven, and notwithstanding it is
recorded for our benefit in the inspired Scriptures, will be of no use to us
whatever unless the starting point be certainly known. It is equally manifest
that the starting point cannot be certainly known unless it be revealed in
the Scriptures and in such wise that the ordinary reader can “know and
understand” it beyond a doubt. This essential matter, however, is revealed in
the Word of God; and moreover the information is given in a manner so plain
and so simple that the wayfaring man need not err therein. To this we will
come in a moment. But first it is desirable to speak of the various and
conflicting ideas on this vital point that are found in current writings on
prophecy. For, strange to say, there is the greatest disagreement and
contrariety of opinion as to the particular “commandment” or “word” referred



to by the angel as the starting point of the 70 weeks. There are no less than
four different decrees, or royal commands, which have been brought forward as
the point from which the seventy weeks are to be counted. Some able and
learned expositors choose one, and others equally able and learned choose
another. Yet the Word of God speaks as clearly as to this as it speaks
concerning where Christ should be born.

Why then this difference of opinion? The explanation is that those who, in
recent years, have turned their attention to this prophecy have gone about
the interpretation of it in the wrong way. They have pursued a method which
cannot do other than lead to an erroneous conclusion. This should be
understood by the reader (and we will seek to make it quite clear) before
proceeding further.

The right way of getting at the chronology of the prophecy is so simple and
obvious that a child can readily comprehend it. All we need to do is to
ascertain from the Word of God the two events specified by the angel, (1) the
going forth of the “commandment” and (2) the manifestation of “Messiah the
Prince.” Having definitely fixed these two events (which the Scriptures
enable us to do with certainty) we know from the prophecy itself that from
the one to the other is just 483 years. By this method we have no need of a
system of chronology.

But our expositors have proceeded in a very different way. First they have
made choice of one or another of the various systems of chronology which have
been compiled by various chronologists — as Ussher’s, Lloyd’s, Clinton’s or
Marshall’s. Then, having assigned the correctness of the selected chronology,
they have sought first for a decree of some Persian king, and second for some
event in the lifetime of Christ, which would be as near as possible to 483
years apart, according to the selected chronology.

It will be clear upon the briefest consideration that, according to this
method, the interpretation of the prophecy is controlled by whatever
chronology the expositor may have selected; for he needs must reject every
interpretation which does not agree with his assumed chronology.

Now, not only is this method of procedure fundamentally wrong in that it
tries to make events of Bible history fit in with a man-made chronological
scheme, but the fact is that every chronological System covering the period
we have to do with (i.e., from the beginning of the Persian monarchy down to
Christ) is largely a matter of guesswork. All those systems, without any
exception, are based upon the “canon” of Ptolemy, that is to say, a list of
supposed Persian kings, with the supposed length of the reign of each, which
list was compiled by Ptolemy, a heathen astronomer and writer of the second
century AD But Ptolemy does not even pretend to have had any facts as to the
length of the Persian period (that is to say, from Darius and Cyrus down to
Alexander the Great). Ptolemy estimates or guesses this period to have been
205 years long. And this is what has caused all the trouble and uncertainty;
for everyone who has attempted to construct a Bible chronology has based
himself on Ptolemy’s estimate. In a word then, there is no chronology in
existence of the period from Cyrus to Christ except in the Bible.



In order to show how great is the uncertainty as to the length of the Persian
empire, we have only to mention the fact that, according to Jewish traditions
in the days of Christ (which surely are as much to be trusted as heathen
traditions of a later date), the period of the Persian kings was only 52
years. Here is a difference of 153 years, and that in regard to a matter
which is essential to an understanding of this prophecy. Sir Isaac Newton
says that “some of the Jews took Herod for the Messiah, and were called
‘Herodians’. They seem to have grounded their opinion on the 70 weeks.”
Inasmuch as the accession of Herod was 34 years before Christ, it is evident
that the opinion of the Herodians required a comparatively short Persian
period. On the other hand, the opinions of certain modern expositors are
based upon a Persian era of supposedly long duration.

In order that the reader may clearly understand the situation, and its
hearings upon our study, we would point out that Ussher’s chronology (whose
dates are given at the head of the “margin” of our Bibles) makes it 536 years
from the first year of Cyrus to the year 1 A.D. (four years after the birth
of Christ). Add to this 26 years to the Lord’s manifestation to Israel at His
baptism and we have 562 years. But, according to the Word of God it was to be
only 483 years from the commandment to restore Jerusalem “unto Christ.” If,
therefore, one begins by taking Ussher’s chronology (or any of the others) as
the basis of his interpretation, he is forced to select a starting point
about eighty years subsequent to King Cyrus, who (according to Scripture) was
the true restorer, the man whom God specially raised up, and of whom He said,
“He shall build My city”. (To this we will come shortly.)

But we are not left to choose between Jewish traditions and heathen
traditions, or to base our conclusions upon either. For the Word of God shows
us plainly what was the beginning of the prophetic period; and with that
information in our possession, we know certainly that it was just 483 years
“unto Christ.” Therefore, we are bound to reject any and every chronological
scheme, whether from Jewish or heathen sources, and any and every system of
interpretation based thereon) which conflicts with the facts revealed in the
Scriptures.

This important matter of the defective character of all existing chronologies
is fully discussed, and the facts clearly set forth, in Martin Anstey’s Bible
Chronology, published in 1913, to which we must refer such of our readers as
wish to study the matter exhaustively. Mr. Anstey’s work commands our
confidence and respect because he disregards all heathen sources, and all
guesswork, and derives his information solely from the Scriptures.

Concerning the dates given in Ptolemy’s table of Persian Kings, Anstey says:
“They rest upon calculations or guesses made by Eratosthenes, and on certain
vague floating traditions, in accordance with which the period of the Persian
Empire was mapped out as a period of 205 years.” And he shows, by a great
variety of proofs taken entirely from the Scriptures that the period which
Ptolemy assigns to the Persian Empire is about eighty years too long. It
follows that all who adopt Ptolemy’s chronology, or any system based upon it
(as all modern chronologists prior to Anstey do) would inevitably be led far
astray. It is impossible to make the real Bible events agree, within 80
years, with the mistaken chronology of Ptolemy. This single fact makes many



modern books on Daniel utterly worthless, so far as their chronology is
concerned; and the chronology is the main thing.

Concerning Eclipses

An attempt has been made to call Astronomy to the aid of the defective
Chronology of Ptolemy, by utilizing certain incidental references, contained
in fragmentary historical records, to eclipses of the sun or moon. But such
references are of no value whatever for the purpose, seeing that it is
impossible to determine, in any given case, which one of a number of eclipses
— within say fifty or a hundred years — was the one referred to. For example,
one of the clearest of these historical references is that of the “Eclipse of
Thales,” mentioned by Herodotus. This eclipse is located by one astronomer as
occurring in 625 B.C.; by another as late as 585 B.C. (a difference of 40
years); and by others at different dates in between (Anstey, page 286).

We see then first that the method adopted in current expositions of the
Seventy Weeks prophecy is fundamentally wrong; and second that the
chronological system on which they are all based is formed largely by
guesswork, and is certainly very wide of the mark as regards the length of
the Persian Empire.

An accurate and complete secular chronology exists from the conquest of
Persia by Alexander the Great down to the present time. It is only as regards
the period from Cyrus to Alexander that there is uncertainty.

The Decree of Cyrus the Great

We will now proceed to show that the point of beginning of the seventy weeks
is that great epoch-making and divinely prompted decree of Cyrus the Great,
whereof a record is given in 2 Chronicles 36:22–23, and also in Ezra 1:1–4.
The proof is not only clear, simple and absolutely conclusive for all who
believe the Word of the Lord, but it was given under circumstances which were
designed to inspire wonder and admiration at the marvelous ways of God in
bringing to pass that which He has purposed and promised to perform.

Turning to Isaiah, Chapters 44 and 45, we find there God’s promise that
Jerusalem should be rebuilt and its captives restored to their home, and not
only so but we find that God mentioned by name the very man, “Cyrus”, by whom
that promise was to be accomplished. The proof that King Cyrus was the one
who should give the commandment (or word) for the restoring and rebuilding of
Jerusalem, is doubly forceful and impressive, and designedly so as the
Scripture itself declares, because it was spoken by the mouth of the Lord two
hundred years before Cyrus came to the throne.

The passage begins with the words, “Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath
done it” (Isaiah 44:23). Evidently God is here calling attention to a work of
great importance and one in which He takes special delight. It was to be a
work, moreover, by which the tokens of the liars (those who consulted omens)
were to be frustrated, and the “diviners” made mad, and the “wise men” turned
backward, and their knowledge made foolish (verse 25). Notwithstanding all
that opposed His will, the high walls and strong gates of Babylon, and the



wisdom of the astrologers, soothsayers and Chaldeans, God would “confirm the
word of His servant, and perform the counsel of His messengers”; for it was
He “that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited, and to the cities of
Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof;
that saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers; that saith of
CYRUS, He is My shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure, EVEN SAYING TO
JERUSALEM, THOU SHALT BE BUILT; AND TO THE TEMPLE, THY FOUNDATION SHALL BE
LAID” (verses 26–27).

We pause at this point to call to the reader’s mind that when the time for
the fulfillment of this prophecy by Isaiah was at hand, the last Babylonian
King, Belshazzar, was carousing with a thousand of his courtiers in fancied
security behind the strong walls of Babylon, while the armies of Darius and
Cyrus were besieging the city. Then appeared the part of a man’s hand,
tracing upon the wall those four words which declared the doom of Babylon,
though the magicians and astrologers and soothsayers were confounded by them,
and their wisdom turned to foolishness. Moreover, secular history has
preserved for us the fact that the engineers of Cyrus’ army dug a new channel
for the River Euphrates which ran through the city (thus fulfilling the
words, “and I will dry up thy rivers”) and Cyrus entered by way of the dry
bed of the stream. Thus were the “two-leaved gates” of Babylon opened to
God’s appointed conqueror, who was to be a “shepherd” and a deliverer to His
people. The next verse of the prophecy speaks of this:

“Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have
holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings —
see Daniel 5:6, where it is said of Belshazzar, when he saw the handwriting
on the wall, “so that the joints of his loins were loosed” — “to open before
him the two-leaved gates, and the gates shall not be shut” (Isaiah. 45:1).

Here is God’s own testimony that King Cyrus, and not one of his successors,
was to give the “commandment” whereby Jerusalem was to be rebuilt and its
inhabitants restored. Nothing could be plainer than the words, “He (Cyrus)
shalt perform all My pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built,
and to the temple, Thy foundation shalt be laid.” This proof cannot be
overthrown. Indeed none who believe the Scriptures to be inspired will even
question it. Having this to guide us we must needs decline to follow those
who, with a faulty heathen chronology as their only guide, grope for some
event, long after Cyrus was laid in his grave, which can be taken as “the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem.”

No further evidence is needed. But in this exceedingly important matter God
has been pleased to give proof upon proof. Thus in Isaiah 46:13 we have this
further word concerning Cyrus:

“I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways; HE
SHALL BUILD MY CITY, AND HE SHALL LET GO MY CAPTIVES.”

No one who believes the Word of God will, with this Scripture before him,
dispute for a moment that it was by Cyrus that Jerusalem was rebuilt and its
captives restored to it. Here are two things which God distinctly foretold
were to be done by Cyrus (and this was 200 years before he came to the



throne); first he was to rebuild the city, and second he was to restore the
captive Jews to their home. These are the very things mentioned by the angel
to Daniel; for he said, “from the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem.” And the Scriptures make it plain that Cyrus made haste to fulfill
this Word of God; and moreover that he knew just what he was doing, and why.

There is truth here which, with a little attention, we can get hold of, and
which, when understood, will both clear all uncertainties away, and also will
fill us with admiration because of the wonders and perfections of the Word of
God.

Observe then that, when the angel mentioned “the commandment to restore and
to build,” Daniel would have known from the prophecy of Isaiah (which was
familiar to him, as we shall see) that it was Cyrus who would issue that
command. Now Cyrus was at that time co-ruler with, and subordinate to,
“Darius the Mede” (Daniel 9:1). But in less than two years Cyrus became the
sole ruler; and it was in the very first year of his reign that he issued the
foundations decree which gave new existence to the Jewish nation.

That Daniel knew the prophecy of Jeremiah which gives the length of the
captivity is expressly stated in Daniel 9:2. But that he also knew the
prophecy of Isaiah, which foretold that the captivity would be ended by the
decree of Cyrus, appears by reference to the decree of that monarch, which is
partly quoted by Ezra. These are the words: “Thus saith Cyrus, King of
Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth,
and He hath charged me to build Him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah”
(Ezra 1:2).

It is clear that this “charge” came to Cyrus, not through the book of
Jeremiah, but through that of Isaiah; for it is in Isaiah that God, speaking
to Cyrus who was yet unborn, charged him to build the city and temple and to
release the captive Jews. It will thus be seen that God has given to Cyrus a
remarkable place in His Word and in the execution of His plans.

Daniel had not learned about the ending of the captivity by a direct
revelation from God, but “by books” — evidently not the book of Jeremiah
only, but that of Isaiah also. We too have the same “books” that Daniel had;
and we have also the book of Ezra, which contains a record of the great
decree of Cyrus; and these several “books” give all the light that is needed
to make the matter perfectly clear.

Concerning Cyrus

This wonderful prophecy of Isaiah concerning Cyrus, and its bearing upon the
purposes of God as a whole, have not received by any means the attention
this, importance deserves; and while ii is not within the scope of this
volume to treat it exhaustively, yet it is appropriate that we should direct
attention to some of its striking features.

We note then that the restoration of the captive Jews and the rebuilding of
the temple was evidently a matter of great importance in the eyes of God. The
frequent references to it in the messages of the prophets are proof enough of



that. But here is the extraordinary case of a distinct prophecy, in plain
words, of what God purposed to do, coupled with the name of the man by whom
God purposed to do it. The only like case where an action is described and
the name of the man who was to perform it is given before he was born, is
that of King Josiah (1 Kings 13:2, fulfilled 2 Kings 23:15–17).

When the time for the ending of the captivity (given by another prophet,
Jeremiah) was on the point of expiring, God put into the hands of the man He
had called by name two hundred years before, “all the kingdoms of the world,”
so that he had the needed power to fulfill God’s Word and to “do all His
pleasure”; and beside all that, God himself “stirred up the spirit of Cyrus,
that be made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in
writing” (Ezra 1:1). And thereupon, in virtue of that command, over forty-two
thousand Jews, headed by Zerubbabel, Joshua and Nehemiah, returned forthwith
to Jerusalem (Ezra 2:1–6); and with them more than seven thousand servants
and maids (verse 65). It was a new beginning for Israel; and Cyrus was God’s
“shepherd,” chosen long beforehand, for bringing His sheep back to their
proper fold.

The entire passage concerning Cyrus (Isaiah 44:23–45:14) should be carefully
read. We quote a part:

“I will go before thee and make the crooked places straight. I will break in
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron.” (This refers
to the defenses of Babylon.) “And I will give thee the treasures of
darkness’, and hidden riches of secret places” (the treasures of Babylon),
“that thou mayest know that I the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the
God of Israel. For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have
even called thee by thy name; I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not
known me. I am the Lord, and there is none else. There is no God beside me. I
girded thee, though thou hast not known me; that they may know, from the
rising of the sun, and from the west’, that there is none beside me: I am the
Lord and there is none else.”

In this remarkable passage God calls attention again and again to the fact
that He had called Cyrus by name, long before he was born; yet this fact
receives but scant attention, and its significance has been lost sight of by
many who have undertaken to expound the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks. This
must needs be the case with all who reject the decree of Cyrus as the
starting point of the seventy weeks.

Furthermore, God speaks not about Cyrus but directly to him. From this we can
understand how Cyrus would say: “The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of the world, and He hath charged me”, etc.

Finally, God declares that He had “girded” Cyrus for this work in order that,
from the east to the west, that is to say, in the entire world, it might be
known that He is the Lord, and there is none else. Manifestly, this purpose
of God, in His marvelous dealings with King Cyrus, is virtually frustrated
when, in the interpretation of the Seventy Weeks’ prophecy, the decree of
Cyrus is set aside, and the word of some other king is chosen as that whereby
Jerusalem was rebuilt and its captives restored.



May the contemplation of God’s marvelous dealings in the case of Cyrus lead
us to adore Him Who is perfect in knowledge, and Who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will.

It was to be expected that, inasmuch as God has been pleased to give in His
Word, an exact time measure from a given event unto Christ, He would also
make it clear beyond a doubt what the event is from which the count of years
was to begin. And this expectation is fully met.

Upon the plain and simple facts stated above it is evident that every
expositor who sets aside this decree of Cyrus as the starting point of the 70
weeks, and substitutes some other event, must either be unaware of the
testimony of Isaiah 44 and 45 (and of other Bible testimony to which we will
refer presently) or else he prefers the guesses of a heathen astronomer (who
had no means of knowing the facts which occurred over five hundred years
before his time) to the evidence of Scripture.

This is a case where a mistake in regard to the starting point is fatal to an
understanding of the prophecy as a whole. If we make a wrong start, we shall
be in error throughout.

It is interesting in this connection to see how this matter was understood by
learned Jews in ancient times. Thus we find recorded in the history of
Josephus 1 that Cyrus wrote throughout all his dominions that “God Almighty
hath appointed me to be king of the habitable earth” and that “He indeed
foretold my name by the prophets, and that I should build Him a house at
Jerusalem which is in the country of Judea.” Josephus goes on to say that,
when Cyrus had read the words of the prophet Isaiah, “He called for the most
eminent Jews in Babylon and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back
to their own country, and TO REBUILD THEIR CITY JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE OF
GOD.”

Josephus also gives a copy of a letter written by Cyrus to the governors that
were in Syria, which letter begins as follows:

“King Cyrus to Sisinnes and Sathrabuzzanes sendeth greeting. I have given
leave to as many of the Jews that dwell in my country as please [to do so) to
return to their own country, and TO REBUILD THE CITY, AND TO REBUILD THE
TEMPLE, OF GOD AT JERUSALEM on the same place where it was before”
(Antiquities Book XI, Chapter 1, section 1 and 3).

The proof that the rebuilding of the city was done by the commandment of
Cyrus is so conclusive that Prideaux (one of the leading commentators on
Daniel) frankly admits that “Jerusalem was rebuilt by virtue of the decree
granted by Cyrus in the first year of his reign.” Yet this learned man
rejects the decree of Cyrus as the starting point of the seventy weeks,
simply because he shared the mistaken idea (for which there is no proof of
any sort) that 490 years would not reach from that decree to the days of
Christ. But if the fact be, as Prideaux admits, then to take any other event
as the starting point is to falsify the prophecy. It is a choice between the
clear statements of the Word of God and the guesses of heathen historians and
astronomers. We are writing for the benefit of those who accept the Word of



God as conclusive.

1 This Josephus was a priest who was born about four years after the death of
Christ. He was a God-fearing man, highly gifted, and is regarded as a
remarkably able and trustworthy historian. He was an eyewitness and an active
participator in the Wars of the Jews which culminated in the destruction of
Jerusalem by Titus. We believe the annals of Josephus have been
providentially preserved, whereby we have authentic records of the
fulfillment of prophecy by an eyewitness who, at the time he wrote, was not a
Christian. We shall have occasion to quote largely from this writer later on.

It is true that Ezra, in the very brief statement he gives of the decree of
Cyrus, does not specifically mention the building of the city. But that
emission affords no ground whatever for assuming that the decree of Cyrus did
not provide for the rebuilding of the city, much less does it afford reason
for setting aside the word of the Lord spoken by Isaiah. In fact the decree
of Cyrus, under which the Jews were, one and all, permitted to return to
Jerusalem, and under which over forty-two thousand did return at once,
necessarily implied permission to build houses to dwell in. The building of
the temple is the most important matter, and that is why it is specifically
mentioned in Ezra’s brief reference to the decree of Cyrus. But, according to
the prophecy of Isaiah “the commandment to rebuild the city was to be joined
with that to rebuild the temple. Hence when we have found the commandment to
rebuild the temple we have found that to rebuild the city.

It should be observed that the words of Gabriel call for the going forth of a
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem. Those words fit the decree of
Cyrus which was promulgated throughout his dominions, and which is expressly
called by Ezra a “commandment” (Ezra 6:14).

Furthermore, that the building of Jerusalem did actually proceed under the
decree of Cyrus, appears from the fact that, at a time when only the
foundation of the temple had been laid, the adversaries complained that the
Jews were “rebuilding the rebellious and bad city, and have set up the walls
thereof, and have joined the foundations” (Ezra 4:12).

That statement of the adversaries was not a fabrication; for it is fully
corroborated by Haggai, who (prophesying during that same period of the
cessation of work on the temple) said that the people were dwelling in their
own paneled-up houses, and that they ran everyone to his own house (Haggai
1:4, 7).

Moreover, it will be observed, in reading the book of Ezra that he speaks
throughout of Jerusalem as an existing city and in Chapter 9:9 be gives
thanks to God that He had given them “a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem.”Some
expositors have selected as the point of beginning for the 70 weeks the
decree mentioned in Ezra 7:11–28. But that cannot be; for, in the first
place, to assume it would contradict the Word of the Lord spoken by Isaiah,
which bore witness that the “commandment” to restore the captives, to rebuild
the city, and to lay the foundation of the temple, should be given by Cyrus;
whereas the decree mentioned in Ezra 7 was made by “Artaxerxes” (Darius
Hystaspes) who was one of the successors of Cyrus.



Upon a careful reading of Ezra 6 and 7 it will be seen that what is there
recorded agrees with and fully supports the Scriptures heretofore cited,
showing that the work then in progress at Jerusalem, and which the enemies of
the Jews sought to hinder, was based entirely upon the decree of Cyrus. For
when those adversaries complained by letter to King Darius concerning the
work of rebuilding the temple (which the Jews had resumed under the stimulus
of the prophesying of Haggai and Zechariah), Darius caused search to be made
amongst the archives in the house of rolls (Ezra 6:1), and he found the
decree of Cyrus commanding that the temple be rebuilt; and upon the authority
of that decree of Cyrus, his successor Darius issued the decree mentioned in
Ezra 6:6-12.

It should be observed that, at that time, it was not a question of the
rebuilding of the city. That had already been done, at least to an extent
sufficient to accommodate those who had returned. About fifty thousand people
had returned in the first company, with wives and children, and others
subsequently; and of course their first occupation was to provide themselves
homes. We have already called attention to the statement of Ezra 4:12 that
the Jews had “come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious and bad city, and
have set up (margin, finished) the walls thereof, and joined the
foundations.”

The completion of the temple is mentioned in Ezra 6:14–15, and it is said
that it had been done “according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius” —
that of Darius being merely a reaffirmation of the decree of Cyrus, which had
given the authorization for the entire work of restoration.

The decree mentioned in Ezra 7:11–28 was some years later still. It had
nothing whatever to do with the rebuilding of either the city or the temple.
It could not have been the “commandment” for the building of either; for that
commandment had already been given. It was simply a “letter” which the king
gave to Ezra, for we read that “the king granted him all his request” (Ezra
7:6). That “letter” provided, first, that all the people of Israel, the
priests and Levites, who were so minded of their own free will, might go to
Jerusalem; second, that they might carry silver and gold to buy animals for
sacrifice, and whatsoever else might be needful for the house of God; and
third, that no taxes or tribute were to be imposed upon any priests, Levites,
singers, porters, Nethinims or ministers of the house of God. So far from
there being, in this “letter”, if any “commandment” for the building of the
city or temple, its contents shows that both city and temple were already in
existence.

Nehemiah’s Work on the Temple Wall

We come now to the latest in date of all the supposed “decrees” which have
been selected by any expositor as that to which the angel Gabriel referred as
“the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem.” This is the “letter”
given by the king to Nehemiah, at his request, as stated in Nehemiah 2:4–8.

This letter or written permit given to Nehemiah by the then monarch, or
“Artaxerxes”, being the latest in date of all, is the farthest of all from
the truth. Nevertheless it is the favorite of certain learned expositors of



our day, and for the very reason that it is the latest in date, and hence
agrees best with the mistaken chronologies which have been derived from the
canon of Ptolemy. But even so, if this “Artaxerxes” was, as Mr. Anstey shows
by satisfactory proof, the same king “Darius” is mentioned by Ezra, then the
twentieth year (Nehemiah 2:7) of his reign would be too early by at least
fifty years to agree with any of the before-mentioned chronologies.
Consequently it has been further assumed that the king of Nehemiah’s day was
Artaxerxes Longimanus. But that monarch’s twentieth year would be
approximately 100 years subsequent to the return front Babylon in the days of
Cyrus; and hence it would be too close to the days of Christ to fit in with
any of the existing chronologies. Therefore, to force an agreement in this
case it is necessary to make the “seventy sevens” a period shorter than 490
years. The ingenuity of our expositors has been quite equal to this; for, to
meet this difficulty, they have supposed, that the “sevens” were not sevens
of years, but of nondescript periods of 360 days each, which are not “years”
at all. Thus, the acceptance of a false chronology (instead of basing
conclusions on the Scriptures alone) leads even able and learned men to adopt
one false assumption after another, and thus to go further and further
astray.

But we need not go outside the book of Nehemiah itself for conclusive proof
that the “letter” which the king gave to that devoted man was not “the
commandment” in virtue of which Jerusalem was rebuilt. Indeed, we have only
to read Nehemiah 1, 2 and 3 with ordinary care to perceive that the city had
been already rebuilt, with walls and gates, at the time referred to in those
chapters; that the tidings brought to Nehemiah, as recorded in Chapter 1,
were tidings of damage freshly done by the enemies of the Jews to the walls
and gates of the rebuilt city; that the letter given by the king to Nehemiah
was simply a permit to repair that damage; and that the work done by
Nehemiah, as recorded in Chapter 3, was the “repairing” of the wall, and the
“repairing” of the gates, and the setting up the doors; the locks, and the
bars thereof. For proof of these statements it is only necessary to read the
chapters referred to.

The tidings from Jerusalem. In Chapter 1 Nehemiah relates that, while he was
attending to his customary duties in the palace of the king certain brethren
came from Jerusalem with tidings to the effect that those in the province of
Judah, who had been left of the captivity, were in great affliction and
reproach. Further they reported, saying, “The wall of Jerusalem also is
broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire” (Nehemiah 1:1–3).

The effect of this report upon Nehemiah shows clearly that it was of a fresh
and unexpected calamity they were speaking. For he relates that, when he
heard those words, he sat down, and wept and mourned certain days, and fasted
and prayed before the God of heaven. The record makes it plain that the cause
of his distress was not the condition of the Jews in the province, but the
tidings of the damage which had been done to the walls and gates of the holy
city. That could not possibly have been the destruction wrought by
Nebuchadnezzar, for that had taken place more than a hundred years
previously. Nehemiah had known about that all his life. His brethren, when he
asked them “concerning Jerusalem,” could not have told him, as a piece of



news, of the damage that had been done a century before. That would not have
been news to him, nor would the hearing of it have plunged him into deep
distress. He states that he had not been sad beforetime in the king’s
presence (2:7); but now his sorrow was so great that he could not banish the
evidences of it from his countenance even in the king’s presence. There must
have been a cause for this; and nothing but unexpected tidings of a fresh
calamity to the beloved city could account for his acute distress. With the
walls damaged and the gates burned with fire, the city was exposed to her
enemies, and the new temple itself was in danger of being again destroyed.

In this report we have an indication of the “troublous times” foretold by the
angel Gabriel (Daniel 9:25).

In Chapter 2 we have the account of Nehemiah’s request to the king, and of
the “letter” given to him. There is no decree, no “commandment,” nothing
what, ever about rebuilding the city. And how could there be in view of the
word of the Lord concerning Cyrus, saying, “He shall build My city”? It is
true that Nehemiah made request that the king would send him to the city of
his father’s sepultures that he might “build it.” But the word here rendered
“build” is of very broad meaning, and would be appropriate to describe the
repairing of the damage to the walls and gates, which in fact is what it does
mean in this instance. Nehemiah only sought permission to restore the parts
that had been freshly destroyed. This will be shown below.

What Nehemiah meant by his request appears in verses 7–8, namely, letters to
the governors beyond the river to give him safe passage (in other words a
passport), and also a letter to the keeper of the king’s forest to supply
“timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the
house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter
into.” These requests the king granted. Manifestly those letters do not
constitute a commandment to rebuild the city.

Finally, it clearly appears by Chapter 3 that the work which Nehemiah did
during his stay in Jerusalem was the repairing of the wall and of the gates
of the city. The word “repaired” is used over twenty times in that chapter to
describe that work. It was a small work (comparatively to the work of
rebuilding the city and temple) for it was completed, notwithstanding all
hindrances, in the short space of 52 days, less than two months (6:15). In
the third and fourth chapters of Nehemiah we find frequent incidental
references to houses already existing in Jerusalem, and occupied by the
owners thereof, but not a word as to any building of houses at that time.
Thus we read in 3:20–21 of “the house of Eliashib, the high priest.” In verse
23 we read that Benjamin and Hasshub repaired “over against their house,” and
Azariah “by his house.” Verse 25 mentions “the king’s high house.” In verse
28 it is stated that the priests repaired, “every one over against his
house.” In verse 29 we read that Zadok repaired “over against his house.”

In Chapter 4:7 the character of the work is shown by the words “the walls of
Jerusalem were made up; and the breaches began to be stopped.” Verses 1, 6,
15, 17 and 21 of the same Chapter; also Chapter 6:1, 15 and Chapter 7:1 show
that the work was only on the wall. The words of 6:15, “So the wall was
finished in the twenty-fifth day of the month of Elul, in fifty and two days”



record the completion of the entire work.

In Chapter 7:3 we read that Nehemiah appointed “watches of the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, everyone in his watch, and every one over against his house.” This
again shows that the inhabitants of the city had houses to dwell in; though
we should hardly need to be informed of a matter so obvious. The next verse
appears at first glance to be inconsistent, though of course it is not. It
says:

“Now the city was large and great (or broad in spaces); but the people were
few, and the houses were not built.” The meaning plainly is that there were
yet large spaces within the walls which had not been rebuilt. Only a
relatively small proportion of the population of the city had returned (“the
people were few”), and hence the entire city had not yet been rebuilt.

What we gather from this verse, taken in connection with the statements of
the preceding chapters, tends still further to show that the work Nehemiah
was charged with was not the building of the city. The account of what he did
which is quite detailed and minutes giving both the several workers and the
work done by them, contains no reference at all to the city. It clearly
appears that when the wall was finished in fifty-two days, the work was
finished (6:15). It further appears that the people all had houses to live in
(7:3). And finally, after all had been done which Nehemiah came to do, there
remained yet a large part of the city rebuilt (7:4).

In order then to force the record of the Book of Nehemiah into agreement with
a scheme of interpretation based upon the canon of Ptolemy, it is necessary
to make the following assumptions, all of which are either unsupported by
proof, or contrary thereto: first, that Ptolemy’s chronology, when
“corrected” according to the ideas of some modern chronologists, is right;
second, that the “Artaxerxes,” spoken of by Nehemiah, is Longimanus; third,
that in all the century previous, since the ending of the captivity, no
decree had gone forth to restore and build Jerusalem; fourth, that the
“letters” given to Nehemiah were the decree going forth; fifth, that God’s
word concerning Cyrus was not fulfilled; sixth, that the “seventy weeks” were
not weeks of true calendar years, but of periods of 360 days each. Obviously
any conclusion, which rests upon these assumptions, and which would be
overthrown if any one of them should be proved erroneous, is utterly
worthless.

We have discussed this whole matter at length go that no question might be
left unanswered; but it should be kept in mind that it is of little
importance to determine when the rebuilding of the city began. For the
starting point of the prophecy was not the rebuilding of the city, but the
commandment to restore and to build it. That commandment was, beyond the
shadow of a doubt, given by Cyrus. The Word of the Lord by Isaiah settles
that beyond all controversy.

It is not necessary for our purposes to inquire which of the Persian kings
was this “Artaxerxes.” But it is interesting to notice, as pointed out by
Anstey, that, if this Nehemiah is the same as the one who went up with
Zerubbabel, and whose name appears third on the list (Ezra 2:2), then the



king could not be Artaxerxes Longimanus, as supposed by certain expositors;
for in that case it would make Nehemiah at least 120 years at the time he
repaired the wall, and 132 at the time of Chapter 13:6.

Having made sure of the true starting point, we can now proceed with
confidence to an examination of the details of the prophecy. But it will be
needful, as we go on, to test every conclusion by the Scriptures, and to
exercise care that we accept nothing that is not supported by ample proof.

The prophetic part of the angel’s message begins at verse 24, which, in our
A.V. reads as follows:

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy (place).”

Here are six distinct things which were to happen within a definitely marked
off period of seventy sevens of years (490 years). These six specified things
are closely related one to the other, for they are all connected by the
conjunction “and.”

This verse, which is a prophecy complete in itself, gives no information in
regard to either the starting point of the 490 years, or the means whereby
the predicted events were to be accomplished. That information, however, is
given in the verses which follow. From them we learn that the prophetic
period was to begin to run “from the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem”; also that sixty-nine weeks (seven plus
sixty-two) would reach “unto Messiah, the Prince”; and further that “after
the three-score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off.” It was by the
cutting off of the Messiah that the six predictions of verse 24 were to be
fulfilled. This should be carefully noted.

Thus we have before us a prophecy of transcendent interest, a predicted
stretch of time from the re-beginning of the Jewish nation and the rebuilding
of the holy city, down to the culminating event of all history, and of all
the ages of time the crucifixion of the Divine Redeemer. These are things
which the angels desire to look into (1 Peter 1:12); and surely our hearts
should move us to inquire into them, not in a spirit of carnal curiosity, and
not with any purpose to uphold a favorite scheme of prophetic interpretation,
but with the reverent desire to learn all that God has been pleased to reveal
touching this most important and most sacred matter.

Verses 25–27 also foretell the overwhelming and exterminating judgments — the
“desolations” that were to fall upon the people and the city, and which were
to last throughout this entire dispensation.

The first words of verse 25, “Know therefore,” show that what follows is
explanatory of the prophecy contained in verse 24. This too should be
carefully noted.

It is essential to a right understanding of the prophecy to observe, and to



keep in mind, that the six things of verse 24 were to be fulfilled (and now
have been fulfilled) by Christ being “cut off,” and by what followed
immediately thereafter, namely, His resurrection from the dead, and His
ascension into heaven. With that simple fact in mind it will be easy to
“understand” all the main points of the prophecy.

These are the six predicted items:

1. To finish the transgression The “transgression” of Israel had long been
the burden of the messages of God’s prophets. It was for their
“transgression” that they had been sent into captivity, and that their land
and city had been made a “desolation” for seventy years.

Daniel himself had confessed this, saying, “Yea, all Israel have transgressed
Thy law even by departing that they might not obey Thy voice. Therefore the
curse is poured upon us” (verse 11). But the angel revealed to him the
distressing news that the full measure of Israel’s “transgression” was yet to
be completed; that the children were yet to fill up the iniquity of their
fathers; and that, as a consequence, God would bring upon them a far greater
“desolation” than that which had been wrought by Nebuchadnezzar. For “to
finish the transgression” could mean nothing less or other than the betrayal
and crucifixion of their promised and expected Messiah.

We would call particular attention at this point to the words of the Lord
Jesus spoken to the leaders of the people shortly before His betrayal; for
there is in them a striking similarity to the words of the prophecy of
Gabriel. He said: “Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers … that upon
you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth” (Matthew 23:32). In
these words of Christ we find first, a declaration that the hour had come for
them “to finish the transgression”; and second, a strong intimation that the
predicted desolations were to come, as a judgment, upon that generation, as
appears by the words “that upon you may come.”

Our Lord’s concluding words at that time have great significance when
considered in the light of this prophecy. He said, “Verily I say unto you,
all these things shall come upon this generation”; and then, as the awful
doom of the beloved city pressed upon His heart, He burst into the
lamentation, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” ending with the significant words,
“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.”

The terrible and unparalleled character of the judgments which were poured
out upon Jerusalem at the time of its destruction in AD 70 has been lost
sight of in our day. But if we would learn how great an event it was in the
eyes of God, we have only to consider our Lord’s anguish of soul as He
thought upon it. Even when on the way to the Cross it was more to Him than
His own approaching sufferings (Luke 21:28–30).

The apostle Paul also speaks in similar terms of the transgressions of that
generation of Jews, who not only crucified the Lord Jesus, and then rejected
the gospel preached to them in His Name, but also forbade that He be preached
to the Gentiles. Wherefore the apostle said that they “fill up their sins
always; for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost” (1 Thessalonians



2:15–16). For they were indeed about to undergo God’s wrath “to the
uttermost” in the approaching destruction of Jerusalem, and in the scattering
of the people among all the nations of the world, to suffer extreme miseries
at their hands. These Scriptures are of much importance in connection with
our present study, and we shall have occasion to refer to them again.

It is not difficult to discern why the list of the six great things comprised
in this prophecy was headed by the finishing of the transgression; for the
same act, which constituted the crowning sin of Israel, also served for the
putting away of sin (Hebrews 9:26), and the accomplishing of eternal
redemption (Hebrews 9:12). They did indeed take Him, and with wicked hands
crucified and slew Him; but it was done “by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). The powers and authorities of Judea and of
Rome, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were indeed gathered
together against Him; but it was to do what God’s own hand and counsel had
determined before to be done (Acts 4:26–28). There is nothing more wonderful
in all that has been made known to us, than that the people and their rulers,
because they knew Him not, nor the voices of their own prophets which were
read every Sabbath day, should have fulfilled them in condemning Him (Acts
13:27). Therefore, among the many prophecies that were then “fulfilled,” a
promise be given to that which forms the subject of our present study.

2. To make an end of sins On this item we need not dwell at length; for we
have already called attention to the marvelous workings of God’s wisdom in
causing that the extreme sin of man should serve to accomplish eternal
redemption, and so provide a complete remedy for sin for the crucifixion of
Christ, though it was truly a deed of diabolical wickedness on the part of
man, was on His own part the offering of Himself without spot to God as a
sacrifice for sins (Hebrews 9:14). It was thus that He “offered the one
Sacrifice for sins forever” (Hebrews 10:12).

We understand that the sense in which the death of Christ made “an end of
sins” was that thereby He made a perfect atonement for sins, as written in
Hebrews 1:3, “when He had by Himself purged our sins’” and in many like
passages. It is to be noted however, that the Hebrew word for “sins” in this
passage means not only the sin itself, but also the sacrifice therefore.
Hence it is thought by some that what the angel here foretold was the making
an end of the sin offering required by the law. That was, indeed, an
incidental result, and it is mentioned expressly in verse 27. But the word
used in that verse is not the word found in verse 24, which means sin or sin
offering It is a different word, meaning sacrifice. We conclude, therefore,
that the words, “to make an end of sins”, should be taken in their most
obvious sense.

3. To make reconciliation for iniquity The word here translated
“reconciliation” is usually rendered “atone”, but according to Strong’s
Concordance it expresses also the thought of appeasing or reconciling. We
shall, therefore, assume that our translators had good reason for using the
word “reconciliation.” If, however, it be taken that “atonement” is the
better rendering, the conclusion would not be affected; for both atonement
and reconciliation were made by the death of Christ upon the cross.



The need of reconciliation arises from the fact that man is by nature not
only a sinner, but also an enemy of God (Romans 5:8, 10). Moreover, it is
because he is a sinner that he is also an enemy. As a sinner he needs to be
justified; and as an enemy he needs to be reconciled. The death of Christ as
an atoning sacrifice accomplishes both in the case of all who believe in Him.
In Romans 5:8–10 these two distinct, but closely related, things are clearly
set forth. For we there read, first, that “while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us”, and second, that “when we were enemies we were reconciled to
God by the death of His Son”.

Reconciliation has to do directly with the kingdom of God, in that it
signifies the bringing back of those who were rebels and enemies into willing
and loyal submission to God. In this connection attention should be given to
the great passage in Colossians 1:12–22, which shows that, as the result of
the death of Christ, those who have “redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins” (verse 14), are also translated into the kingdom of
God’s dear Son (verse 13), Christ “having made peace for them through the
blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; and the
apostle adds, “And you, who were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind,
yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh, through death” (verses
20–22).

It is certain, therefore, that, when Christ Jesus died and rose again,
atonement for sin and reconciliation for the enemies of God were fully and
finally accomplished as a matter of historic fact. It is important, and
indeed essential, to a right interpretation of this prophecy, to keep in mind
that atonement and reconciliation were to be accomplished, and actually were
accomplished, within the measure of seventy weeks from the going forth of the
decree of King Cyrus.

It is thus seen that the prophecy has to do with the great and eternal
purpose of God to establish His kingdom — and to bring pardoned and
reconciled sinners into it as willing and loyal subjects of Christ, the King.
And when the time drew near the kingdom was proclaimed by the Lord and by His
forerunner as “at hand.” The Lord’s own words, when taken in connection with
the prophecy of Gabriel, are very significant. He said: “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). The time whereof
He spoke was that declared in this great prophecy; which is the only prophecy
which gives the time of His coming. Hence His words were really the
announcement of His approaching death, resurrection and enthronement in
heaven, as the heavenly King of God’s heavenly kingdom.

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness Righteousness is the most prominent
feature of the kingdom of God. To show this we need only cite those familiar
passages: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew
6:33); “the kingdom of God is righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost” (Romans 14:17). One characteristic of God’s righteousness, which He
was “to bring in” through the sacrifice of Christ ((Romans 3:21–26), is that
it endures forever; and this is what is emphasized in the prophecy. A work
was to be done, and now has been done, which would bring in everlasting
righteousness — everlasting because based upon the Cross, as foretold also
through Isaiah, “My righteousness shall be forever” (Isaiah 51:8). Jesus



Christ has now been made unto US “righteous” (1 Corinthians 1:30); and this
is in fulfillment of another great promise: “behold the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King reign and
prosper And this is His Name whereby He shall be called JEHOVAH OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jeremiah 23:5–6).

5. To seal up vision and prophecy This we take to mean the sealing up of
God’s word of prophecy to the Israelites, as part of the punishment they
brought upon themselves. The word “seal up” sometimes means, in a secondary
sense, to make secure, since what is tightly sealed up is made safe against
being tampered with. Hence some have understood by this item merely that
vision and prophecy were to be fulfilled. But we are not aware that the word
“sealed up” is used in that sense in the Scriptures. For when the fulfillment
of prophecy is meant, the word “to fulfill” is used. We think the word should
be taken here in its primary meaning; for it was distinctly foretold, as a
prominent feature of Israel’s punishment that both vision and prophet — i.e.,
both eye and ear — were to be closed up, so that seeing they would see not,
and hearing they would hear not (Isaiah 6:10).

Moreover, this very sealing up of vision and prophecy as a part of the
chastening of Israel was foretold by Isaiah in that great passage where he
speaks of Christ as the Foundation Stone (Isaiah 28:16). Following this is a
prediction of “woe” to the city where David dwelt (29:1). So we have here a
prophecy which is parallel to that of Gabriel. The latter spoke of the
cutting off of Messiah to be followed by the destruction of Jerusalem; and
Isaiah also spoke of Christ as God’s Foundation Stone, laid in Zion
(resurrection) and then of the overthrow of the earthly Zion. As to this
overthrow God speaks through Isaiah very definitely saying, “And I will camp
against thee round about and will lay siege against thee with a mount, and
raise a fort against thee, and thou shalt be brought down” (Isaiah 29:1–4).
Then the prophet speaks of a coming storm and tempest and devouring fire and
also of the multitude of the nations that were to fight against the city
(verses 6–9). And then come these significant words: “For the Lord God hath
poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes, the
prophets’ and your rulers, the seers, hath He covered. And the vision of all
is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed” (verses 10–11).
This manifestly corresponds with Gabriel’s words “to seal up vision and
prophet.” Moreover, the word “sealed,” in Isaiah 29:11, is the same as in
Daniel 9:24. These words of Isaiah also give a remarkably accurate
description of the spiritual blindness of the people and their rulers in
Christ’s day, who, though they read the prophets every Sabbath day, yet
because they knew not their voices, fulfilled them in condemning Him (Acts
13:27).

The fulfillment of Isaiah 6 also comes in here. For the Lord Himself declared
that, in His day, was fulfilled the word “Go and tell this people, Hear ye
indeed but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the
heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes;
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with
their heart, and convert, and be healed” (Isaiah 6:9–10; Matthew 13:14–15).
John also quotes this prophecy and applies it to the Jews of his day (John



12:39–41); and Paul does the same (Acts 28:25–27).

Hence we should note with deep interest the question which this sentence of
judgment prompted Isaiah to ask, and the answer he received. Evidently the
prophet understood that the judgment pronounced in the words quoted above was
to be one of terrible severity, for he at once inquired anxiously, “How long”
the period of judicial blindness was to last. The answer was, “Until the
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate, and the Lord have removed men far away, and there be a
great forsaking in the midst of the land” (Isaiah 6:11–12).

Here we have a clear prediction of that which Christ Himself prophesied when
the desolation of Judea, and the scattering of the Jews among all nations
(Luke 21:24).

6. To anoint the most holy place When these papers were first written and
published in serial form, we were of opinion that this prediction had its
fulfillment in the entrance of the Lord Jesus Christ into the heavenly
sanctuary (Hebrews 9:23–24). But subsequently a copy of Dr. Pusey’s work on
Daniel the Prophet came into our hands, and we were much impressed by the
exposition of this passage given by that great Hebrew scholar, who so ably
defended the Book of Daniel from the assaults of the destructive critics. He
pointed out that the word anoint had acquired a settled spiritual meaning,
citing the words of Isaiah 61:1–2, which our Lord applied to Himself as He
Whom God had “anointed.” Dr. Pusey also pointed out that, inasmuch as the
same word is used in the very next verse of Daniel “unto the Anointed, the
Prince” it is to be assumed that words so closely united must be used with
the same meaning. This gives the idea of an “anointing of an All Holy place”
by the pouring out of the Holy Spirit thereon. Dr. Pusey cites much evidence
in support of this idea; but without going into the discussion of the matter
at length, we will simply state that we were led thereby to the conclusion
that the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Christ, on the day
of Pentecost, thereby anointing (see 2 Corinthians 1:21) a spiritual temple
“the temple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 6:16), furnishes a fulfillment
of this detail of the prophecy, a fulfillment which is not only in keeping
with the other five items, but which brings the whole series to a worthy
climax.

These six predicted events, which we have now considered in detail, were,
according to the words of God by Gabriel, to be accomplished within the
“determined” (or limited, or “marked off”) period of seventy sevens of years;
and we have shown — indeed it is SO clear as hardly to be open to dispute —
that all six items were completely fulfilled at the first coming of Christ,
and in the “week” of His crucifixion. For when our Lord ascended into heaven
and the Holy Spirit descended, there remained not one of the six items of
Daniel 9:24 that was not dully accomplished. Furthermore, by running our eye
rapidly over verses 25– 26 we see that the coming of Christ and His being
“cut off are announced as the means whereby the prophecy was to be fulfilled;
and that there is added the foretelling of the destruction of Jerusalem by
Titus the Roman “prince,” and the “desolations” of Jerusalem, and the wars
that were to continue through this entire age “unto the end.”



We do not speak at this point of verse 27. That part of the prophecy will
require a particularly careful examination which we purpose to give it later
on.

Prophetic events are often described in veiled language and highly figurative
terms, so that it is a matter of much difficulty to identify the fulfillment
of them. But in this instance it seems to us we have the exceptional case of
a prophecy whose terms are plain and the identifying marks are numerous. If
it were possible to fix with certainty only one of the six predictions of
Daniel 9:24, that would suffice to locate the entire series. But the
indications given to us enable us to identify five of the six with certainty,
and the other with a high degree of probability. We have no doubt then that
the entire prophecy of verve 24 was fulfilled in the death, resurrection and
ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the coming of the Holy from heaven.
And the settlement of the fulfillment of verse 24 carries with it the
location of the seventieth week, which is referred to specifically in verse
27. This will be shown later on.

“From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem,
unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two
weeks” (Daniel 9:26)

We have seen that the first part of this passage gives the starting point of
the seventy weeks. The passage also gives the measure of time (7 weeks and 62
weeks, or 69 weeks in all) from that starting point “unto the Messiah”. We
shall postpone to a later chapter the question why the total measure of time
here mentioned is divided into two parts. The question which is of immediate
importance for us to determine is, what was the precise occasion or event in
the earthly lifetime of the Lord Jesus Christ, to which this stretch of 483
years; from the decree of Cyrus brings us? We will now seek the answer to
this question.

Assuming, as we do, that God intended this prophecy to be understood (for
verse 25 says, “Know therefore, and understand,” and our Lord said, “Whoso
readeth let him understandeth we confidently expect to find both the starting
point and the terminal point clearly revealed in the Scriptures. We have
already found this to be the case as regards the starting point, and we shall
now find that the Scriptures also indicate clearly the event to which the
measure of 483 years reaches, and to which the angel referred in the words
“unto the Messiah, the Prince.”

Had we followed the usual custom in beginning our study with a chronology
selected from the various ones that are available, we should be forced
thereby, as others have been, to pick out the event lying nearest to the 483
year mark on our adopted scale of years. We should have been obliged moreover
to manipulate the materials, so far as necessary (either stretching the
measuring line, or taking up the slack, according as it was too short or too
long), and then to present the best arguments we could find for the
conclusions arrive at. But, being untrammeled by a chronological scheme, we
are entirely free to inquire of the oracles of God as to the meaning of the
Words “unto Messiah, the Prince,” and as to the occasion or event to which



those words specifically refer. If we can, from the Scriptures, identify that
event (which, we believe, can be clearly done) then we know, from the
prophecy itself, that it is precisely 69 weeks (483 years) from the going
forth of the decree of Cyrus, and that but one week of the seventy remains;
and we know further that the fulfillment of the six predictions of verse 24
must be found within that remaining week.

We must, of course, look to the words themselves to guide us to the
information we are seeking; and those words are all we need. We are
accustomed to regard the term “the Messiah” as merely a name or a title, but
in fact it is a descriptive Hebrew word meaning “the anointed (one)”. In
Greek the word Christos has the same meaning. Therefore, we have, only to
ask, when was Jesus of Nazareth presented to Israel as the Anointed One? As
to this we are not left in any doubt whatever, for it was an event of the
greatest importance in the life of Jesus our Lord, as well as in the dealings
of God with Israel, and in the history of the world, an event which is made
prominent in all the four Gospels It was at His baptism in Jordan that our
Lord was “anointed” for His ministry; for then it was that the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him in bodily shape as a dove. The apostle Peter bears witness
that “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power”
(Acts 10:38). This is clear and explicit to the point that, when the years of
Israel’s history had unrolled to that marvelous day on which Father, Son and
Holy Spirit were simultaneously manifested to the senses of men, it brought
them “unto the Messiah.” There is no day in all history like that. The event
is marked in a way to distinguish it most conspicuously. The Lord’s own
testimony in regard to the matter is even more definite and impressive. For,
after His return to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, He came to Nazareth
where He had been brought up, and going into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, He read from the prophet Isaiah these striking words: “The Spirit, of
the Lord is upon Me, because He hath ANOINTED Me to preach the gospel to the
poor” — and after He had closed, the book He said, “This day is this
Scripture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:16–21). Thus the Lord declared
Himself to be, at that time, the “Anointed” One, that is, “the Messiah”.

The testimony of God the Father is to the same effect. For the Voice from
heaven bore witness to Him, saying, “This is My Son, the Beloved.” This
declares Him to be the One of Whom David prophesied in the Second Psalm
(verse 7). But that same Psalm sets Him forth as God’s “anointed” (verse 2).

But we have a special witness in John the Baptist, who was a man sent from
God to bear witness of Christ, and to make Him manifest, to Israel; for John
himself declared this to be his mission, saying, “that He should be made
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water” (John 1:6–7,
31). When, therefore, the Lord Jesus had been “anointed” with the Holy Ghost
and had been “made manifest to Israel” by the testimony of John the Baptist,
then, the words of the prophecy “unto the Anointed One” were completely
fulfilled. From that great and wonderful event down to the day of His death,
He was constantly before the people in His Messianic character, fulfilling
His Messianic mission, going about, doing good, healing all that were
oppressed of the devil, preaching the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God,
manifesting the Father’s Name, speaking the words His Father gave Him to



speak, and doing the works the Father gave Him to do. Indeed, even before He
announced Himself in the synagogue of Nazareth as God’s “Anointed One,” He
had plainly said to the woman of Samaria (after she had spoken of “Messiah,
who is called Christ”), “I that speak unto thee am He” (John 4:25–26).
Moreover, to the Samaritans who came out to see Him on the woman’s report, He
so fully revealed Himself that they were constrained to confess Him, saying,
“We have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ (the
Anointed One), the Saviour of the world” (verse 42).

Furthermore, the nature, as well as the effect of John the Baptist’s public
testimony to the Lord Jesus, is clearly revealed by the words of those who,
on hearing his testimony, followed Jesus. It is recorded that “One of the two
who heard John speak and followed Him (Jesus) was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. He first findeth his own brother and saith unto him, We have found
the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ” (John 1:40–41).

In these scriptures the Holy Spirit has caused the important fact that Jesus
was the Anointed One to be stated in both Hebrew and Greek, so that the
significance of it should not be missed. That “this Jesus is the Christ” is
the great point of apostolic testimony (Acts 17:3); and it is the substance
of “our faith”; for “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of
God” (1 John 5:1, 4–5). It is likewise the rock foundation on which He is
building His church (Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians 3:11).

We have cited the foregoing scriptures to make it clear beyond all doubt
that, from the Lord’s baptism and His manifestation to Israel; He was in the
fullest sense “the Messiah” or the “Anointed” of God. To this fact, the
inspired records bear, as we have seen, the clearest testimony. Manifestly
there is no previous event in the earthly lifetime of our Lord which could be
taken as meeting in any way the words of Gabriel. And it is equally clear
that no subsequent event could be taken as the fulfillment of those words;
for there is no subsequent occasion when the Lord was any more “the Anointed
One” than He was when the Holy Spirit descended upon Him at His baptism. Thus
the Scriptures absolutely shut us up to the Lord’s baptism as the terminal
point of the 483 years; for it was then that “God anointed Him with the Holy
Ghost, and with power.”

Another fact which has an important bearing on this part of our study is the
great particularly with which the date of the beginning of John’s ministry is
given in the Gospel by Luke (3:1–3). There we read that the preaching of John
the Baptist began in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, Herod (Antipas) tetrarch of Galilee, his brother
Philip tetrarch of Ituraea, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, and Annas and
Caiaphas being high priests. Thus the new era, which was that of the Messiah-
God manifest in the flesh — is marked with extraordinary precision. And this
is the more remarkable because it is the only event whereof the date is thus
recorded in the New Testament.

This is highly significant; for just as the date of the decree of Cyrus,
marking the beginning of the Seventy Weeks, is stated with great
definiteness, so likewise the preaching of John, which marked the termination
of the 483 years, is stated with extraordinary minuteness. It is a reasonable



inference that God has given prominence to these dates in His Word because
they mark the beginning and the ending of this prophetic period.

It is also worthy of special notice that the dates of both these events are
given by reference to the reigns of Gentile rulers. One is given as Occurring
“in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia,” the other “in the fifteenth
year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar.” This is an indication that the things
which were to be consummated within the time limit of 70 weeks were not
matters which concerned the Jews only, but were of worldwide interest, having
to do with the welfare of all mankind. God’s dealings, therefore, had been
matters of Jewish history. But now, beginning with the voice of one crying in
the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” a new era was beginning,
one in which God’s dealings were to be matters of world history. It is
appropriate, therefore, that we should find at this point in the Word of God
(Luke 3:1–3) a change from terms of Jewish to terms of Gentile chronology.

The prophets had foretold the ministry of John the Baptist in words which
show that his appearance was to mark the beginning of a new and wonderful
era, the preparation for the coming of Christ and His gospel (Isaiah 40:3–11;
Malachi 3:1; 4:5–6). Moreover, just as the prophets had pointed forward to
John’s ministry as the beginning of this new era, so likewise the apostles
pointed back to it. Thus, when one was to be chosen to fill the place of
Judas, it was required that the choice should be limited to those who had
companied with the apostles all the time that the Lord Jesus had gone in and
out among them, “beginning from the baptism of John” (Acts 1:21–22). Again,
when Peter preached to the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius, telling them
of “the word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ,” he declared that the preaching of this message (or “word”),
which was “published throughout all Judea,” had begun “from Galilee after the
baptism which John preached” (Acts 10:36–37). And Paul likewise, in
proclaiming the fulfillment of God’s great promise of a “Savior” to Israel,
referred to John’s preaching as the beginning of the era of this fulfillment
(Acts 13:24).

It is clear, therefore, in the light of Scripture that the 483 years “unto
the Messiah” terminated at the Lord’s baptism, when His ministry as “the
Messiah” began. Moreover, the prophecy itself furnishes a means whereby we
can check up our conclusions thus far, and test their correctness. To this we
will refer later on. The terms of the prophecy make it plain that the
expiration of the sixty-ninth week would bring the fulfillment, of the
greatest of all promises, the manifestation of Christ to Israel; and we have
now shown that the records of the New Testament mark the era of His
manifestation with the utmost precision.

Thus we have the coming of Christ plainly announced, and the time of His
manifestation to Israel definitely fixed by the measure of years from His
decree to restore and build Jerusalem. But for what purpose was He to come?
And what was He to accomplish for the deliverance and welfare of His people
Israel? The Jews would, of course, look for an era of triumph over all their
foes, of great national prosperity and glory, and of supremacy for them over
all the nations of the world. In the light of their expectations the prophecy
would seem most strange. It would be utterly irreconcilable with their hopes



in regard to what their promised Messiah was to do for them. For the only
thing Said of Him was that He would be “he cut off and have nothing”; and
while there was some hope in the promise that He should “confirm the covenant
with many,” yet there was also the dreadful prediction of a prince whose
people should destroy the rebuilt city and sanctuary, and the further
prophecies that the land should be devastated as by a flood, and that to the
end there should be wars land desolations. A more depressing prophecy, Or one
more in conflict with the Messianic expectations of the Jews, could not well
be imagined.

But, our immediate concern is not with the character of the message but with
the time of the several events foretold in it. The chief thing said of the
Messiah is that He should “be cut off and have nothing” (Daniel 9:25); and
this was to be “after the threescore and two weeks.” Thus we have our
attention focused as it were upon the cutting off of the Christ. That
transcendent event, the Cross, is thus made the central feature of the
Prophecy. And this feature becomes the more grandly prominent when we take
notice of the facts: (1) that it was by the cutting off of the Messiah that
the six predicted things of verse 24 where to be accomplished; (2) that it
was by the cutting off of the Messiah that the covenant with many (verse 27)
was to be confirmed and the sacrifice and oblation caused to cease (as will
be shown later on); and (3) that it was because of the cutting off of the
Messiah that the devastating judgments foretold in the prophecy were to fall
upon the city, the temple, and the people.

Thus it is seen that the prophecy is one of marvelous unity, and that all its
details center around the Cross.

Now as to the time of this transcendent event, it is expressly stated that it
was to be “after the threescore and two weeks.” That part of the determined
period was to bring us only “unto the Messiah.” None of the predicted events
were to happen within the sixty-nine weeks. The expiration thereof left only
“one week” (verse 27) of the appointed seventy. Hence, within that one
remaining week Messiah must be cut off if the predictions of verse 24 were to
be fulfilled within 490 Years from the beginning of the prophetic period. For
it should be carefully noted, in view of certain interpretation which have
been put forth within recent years, that, we have not yet come to the
fulfillment of any one of the six things foretold in Daniel 9:24. The
expiration of the 483 years has brought us only “unto” the One in Whom those
six things, which involve the whole purpose of God in redemption, were to be
accomplished. Sixty-nine weeks of the determined seventy have passed. Only
one week remains. It follows, therefore, of necessity, that the predictions
of verse 24 must be fulfilled in that week. Within the next seven years the
transgression of Israel must be finished, reconciliation must be made for
iniquity, and everlasting righteousness must be brought, in, else the
prophecy would utterly fail.

But this is just what might, have been understood from verse 24 alone. The
words “seventy weeks are determined” are enough to inform us that the
seventieth week was the one which would see the accomplishment of the
predicted events; for if they, or some of them at least, were not to fall in
that last week, then the prophetic period would not have been announced as



one of seventy weeks, but as one of a lesser number. In fact, the very manner
in which the prophecy is given to us — the last week being set off from the
rest for special and separate mention indicates the exceptional importance of
that, week. And this is easily seen; for if we look attentively at the terms
of the prophecy we perceive that our Lord’s personal ministry lay entirely
within the seventieth week. We ask our readers to lay firm hold of this fact.
The prophecy plainly says there should be 69 weeks “unto the Anointed One.”
Then, to make this clear beyond all doubt, it says, “And after the threescore
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off.” This definitely places His whole
ministry within the seventieth consecutive week from the decree of Cyrus.
This is of the highest importance to an understanding of the prophecy.

In this connection, and by way of anticipation of what we propose to consider
more fully hereafter, we briefly call attention to several points which bear
directly upon this part of our study:

1. It is clear front what is recorded in John’s Gospel (and this has been
often pointed out from the earliest days of our era) that our Lord’s ministry
was approximately, if not exactly, three years and a half in duration. Hence
front His anointing to His death would be half a “week?” and His crucifixion
would be “in the midst of the (70th) week.”

2. Glancing now for a moment at Daniel 9:27 we note the words “and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.”
If, as we expect to show hereafter by ample proof, the “he” of this verse is
Christ, and the words quoted refer to His causing the sacrifices of the law
to cease by His offering of Himself as a sacrifice for sin once for all, then
we have a perfect agreement, in the finished work of Christ, with all the
terms of the prophecy, and particularly in regard to the length of time
assigned to His earthly ministry both by the prophecy and by the Gospel
according to John. We need to exercise much care in this part of our study,
because it has to do with matters regarding which there has been great
uncertainty and wide difference of opinion. The difficulties, however, have
been largely imported into the subject. They tire due in great measure to the
wrong method which has been pursued (as we have shown in a previous chapter),
and to the choice of a wrong starting point. For manifestly, the consequences
of a mistake at the beginning will appear all along the way. On the other
band, it will be easy to keep from error and confusion if we bear in mind
these simple facts (1), that, at the baptism of Christ 69 weeks had elapsed;
(2) that the beginning of His ministry was the beginning also of the 70th
week; (3) that His entire mission lay within the compass of that last week;
and (4) that in that week we must needs look for the accomplishment of the
six predictions of Daniel 9:24.

We have not thus far referred to the latter part of Daniel 9:25. It merely
tells that the street and wall (of the city) were to be built again “even in
troublous times.” The period of “seven weeks”, mentioned in the verse, was no
doubt the measure of those troublous times. This will serve to explain why
the entire period of 70 weeks was divided into three parts — seven weeks,
sixty-two weeks, and one week. In the first portion (7 weeks), the rebuilding
of the city and temple took place, and God’s last messages to Israel were
given through Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Then follows a long stretch of



62 weeks, which period was uneventful, so far as this prophecy is concerned.
Chapter 11, however, (as we shall show later on) foretells the principal
events of this period, which brings us “unto the Messiah,” and then comes the
last and most momentous “weeks,” which appropriately stands by itself, for in
it occurred the most stupendous events of all time.

The Prince

The fact that the angel Gabriel, in speaking of the Messiah, gave Him the
title “Prince” (Daniel 9:25) suggests an inquiry, which, when pursued, is
found to yield fruitful results.

Two of the great visions which Daniel records give an outline of the history
of human government,, from the time of the vision to the very end of world
government in the hands of men; and in both of these visions it, is shown
that the last of the world kingdoms will be followed, and the whole system of
human rule will be displaced, by the Kingdom of God. The vision of Chapter 2
shows this kingdom as a stone, carving itself out of the mountain without the
agency of hands (this being a special feature of the vision), smiting the
great image (which represents human rule in its entirety) upon its feet,
demolishing the whole image, and finally becoming itself a mountain which
fills the whole earth. Daniel, in expounding the vision, said that this stone
represented “a kingdom” which “the God of heaven” would set up, and which
should “stand forever” (Daniel 2:44). Plainly the Lord Jesus had this
Scripture in mind when, in warning the Scribes and Pharisees that the Kingdom
of God was to be taken from them (for the promise of the Kingdom, along with
all other promises, had been given to the Jews), He spoke of “the Stone which
the builders refused,” and declared that whosoever should fall upon it (then,
at His first advent) should be broken; but on whomsoever it should fall (at
His second coming in power) it should grind him to powder (Matthew 21:42–44).

The companion vision (Daniel 7) reveals further details concerning this
Kingdom of God. Particularly does it show that it was to be conferred in
heaven upon One like the Son of man, to whom was to be given “dominion,
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should serve
Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion and His Kingdom that which shall
not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13–14).

In view of these two preceding visions which speak so definitely of a
kingdom, it might he expected that the angel in announcing in the vision of
Chapter 9, the coming of the Anointed One, who, of Course, is the One Who is
to receive the kingdom, would have referred to Him as “Messiah the King.” And
indeed, if His coming to which the Seventy Weeks was the determined measure
of time had been with a view to setting up a kingdom which would forthwith
displace the earth rule of man, then the title “King” would be the
appropriate one to use. But, in view of the actual purpose for which Christ
was to come at that Lintel and of the work He was then to accomplish, there
is a wonderful suitability in the title “Prince.” And not only so, but this
title serves as a connecting link with certain New Testament Scriptures,
referred to below, in which His work for this age is set forth in a
comprehensive way.



For the title “Prince” is given to the Lord Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit,
four times; whereas He was not once proclaimed by Heaven’s authority as King,
at His first coming. (He was referred to as the King by the Gentile Magi, by
Nathaniel when he first. met Him, by the excited multitude at His last entry
into Jerusalem, when their nationalistic expectations had been raised to a
high pitch by the miracle of the raising of Lazarus, and by Pilate in
derision. He was not so styled by John the Baptist, by Himself, or by His
immediate disciples and apostles. These latter called Him “Master” and
“Lord”.)

The four New Testament passages to which we refer are these:

1. Acts 3:15: “And killed the Prince of life, Whom God hath raised from the
dead.”

2. Acts 5:31: “Him hath God exalted with His right and to be a Prince and a
Savior, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”

3. Hebrews 2:10: “For it became Him, for Whom are all things, and by Whom are
all things in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain (Prince) of
their salvation perfect through sufferings.”

4. Hebrews 12:2: “Looking unto Jesus, the Author (Prince) and Finisher of
faith, Who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right, hand of the throne of God.”

Taken together, these four scriptures present a wonderful view of the work of
the Anointed One at His first advent. To begin with it should be noticed that
in each passage His sufferings are made prominent. Peter says to the Jews at
Jerusalem, “Ye denied the Holy One and The Just, and desired a murderer to be
granted unto you; and killed the Prince of life.” Again, in Acts 5:30, he
said: “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, Whom ye slew and hanged on a
tree, Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.”
In the third scripture we read that it became God, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the Prince of their salvation perfect through sufferings. And
finally, we read that as the Prince of faith, the One to Whom we must
trustfully look while running the race set before us, He endured the Cross,
despising the shame. It is needless that we should point out how perfect is
the agreement in all this with the one thing foretold of Messiah the Prince
in Daniel 9:25–26) namely that He should be cut off and have nothing. All
these Scriptures then agree in their testimony that this Anointed “Prince”
was, for the accomplishment of His mission, to suffer and to die.

Again, viewing these scriptures together, we see in them God’s fourfold
objective in sending forth His Son in the likeness of man, and in anointing
Him with the Holy Ghost and with power. It was (1) that He might be the
Prince of life, thus to meet the deepest need of His perishing people, for he
came “that they might have life”; (2) That He might also be the Prince and
Savior empowered to grant repentance and forgiveness of sins; (3) that He
might be the Prince or Leader of the salvation of God’s many sons, to bring
them all safe home to glory; and (4) that He might also be the Leader as well
as the Finisher of that faith whereby God’s people are to run (and without



which none can possibly run) with endurance the race which is set before
them, This fourfold object of the purpose of Christ’s mission at His first
advent seems to present a comprehensive setting forth of His work.

In these Scriptures then we view Him as the Prince of life exalted by God’s
right hand; as the Prince and Savior, granting repentance and pardon, and
giving the Holy Spirit “to them that obey Him” (for He will accept only
willing obedience); as the Prince of the complete and final salvation of
God’s “many sons” whom by death, He has delivered from him who has the power
of death, that is the devil (verses 14–15); and lastly as the Prince and
Completer of a faith which triumphs through all difficulties, and sustains us
to the end of the race.

To summarize: The first passage has to do with the birth of the children of
the kingdom; the second with their pardon and justification; the third with
their protection and safety while on their journey to the glory; and the
fourth with the perfecting of their faith for the endurance of all the trials
of the way. Taken altogether they give us the character of that kingdom which
we have received through grace, and which is described in Hebrews 12:28 as “a
kingdom which cannot be moved.”

“And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, and have
nothing” – Daniel 9:26)

The first clause of verse 26 focuses our attention upon the greatest of all
events. It tells us definitely that Christ was to be “cut off, and have
nothing” (the marginal reading, “and have nothing” is undoubtedly correct).
He was to have no people, no throne, no place even, on earth. But to the
Israelites the words “cut off and have nothing” would convey the meaning of
dying without posterity, without a “generation,” with none to perpetuate his
name. This was regarded by them as the greatest of all calamities; and there
was a special provision of the law whereby, in case a man should die, leaving
no seed, his brother or near kinsman should “raise up the name of the dead”
(Deuteronomy 25:5–6; Ruth 4:10). But here is the astonishing statement that
the long promised and ardently looked for Messiah was to be completely “cut
off!”

There is, in these words, a striking agreement with the prophecy of Isaiah,
which contains the following: “And who shall declare His generation? For He
was cut off out of the land of the living” (Isaiah 53:8). There could
seemingly be no “generation” for one who was “cut off.” Yet with that
marvelous prophecy runs the apparently contradictory promise, “He shall see
His seed” (verse 10).

Considering now the statement, “And after three score and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off,” the unity of the prophecy is seen in this, that the
words, “after three score and two weeks,” bring us to the last of the
“Seventy Weeks,” that is, to the period referred to in verse 24; and the
words, “Messiah shall be cut off,” declare the means whereby the six
predictions of that verse were to be fulfilled. Every part of this prophecy
is thus firmly bound to every other part. It all has to do with the coming of



Christ and what He was to suffer at the hands of His people; and it includes
also a foretelling of the judgments that were to befall them for putting Him
to death.

We would, therefore, fix our attention for a little while upon this special
period of time, this three years and a half from the anointing of the Lord at
His baptism to His crucifixion. That period is frequently referred to in the
Gospels as the “time” or “this time,” meaning the time of the Messiah. Thus,
when our Lord said, “The time is fulfilled” (Mark 1:15), He doubtless had
reference to the time revealed to Daniel, the time when Christ was to be made
manifest to Israel. Again, in Luke 12:56, where he asked, “How is it that ye
do not discern the time?” and in Luke 19:44, where he said, “Because thou
knewest not the time of thy visitation,” we may properly conclude that He had
in mind the same “set time,” which had been definitely marked off in the
unchangeable counsels of God and which He had communicated to Daniel, the man
who was greatly beloved. The last mentioned passage (Luke 19:41–44) is very
closely related to the prophecy of the seventy weeks, for it is itself a
prophecy by Christ of the same destruction of Jerusalem which is foretold in
the prophecy of the seventy weeks.

Surely there was no “time” like that, when God’s blessed Son, in lowly human
form, went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil.
Many prophets and kings had desired to see those things, and the angels
desire to look into them. We should therefore be greatly impressed by the fad
that God had, hundreds of years before, foretold that “time,” had given the
measure of it, and had declared how it should end.

But more than this, the Lord made frequent reference also to a particular
“hour,” calling it “My hour.” The “time” was that of His personal ministry in
Israel, according to this prophecy; and the “hour” was that of His being “cut
off,” according to the same prophecy.

We would call to mind some of those passages, which must ever awaken love and
praise in the hearts of those for whose sake he endured the agonies of that
awful and mysterious “hour.” Thus, when certain Greeks desired to see Him,
their interest being prompted by the great commotion caused by the raising of
Lazarus, and when crowds were thronging to see Him and Lazarus also (John
12:9), He referred to the approaching “hour” when He, being lifted up from
the earth, should draw “all men,” Greeks as well as Jews, unto Him, and said,
“The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified”; and again, “Now
is My soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father save me from this hour? But
for this cause came I unto this hour” (John 12:20–27). Also in John 17:1 we
read His words, “Father, the hour is come.” And a little later that same
evening He prayed in the garden, asking “that if it were possible the hour
might pass from Him” (Mark 14:35). It is plain that, in these passages, He
was speaking of the hour when He should be made a sacrifice for sin upon the
Cross — the hour when Messiah should “be cut off and have nothing.”

The Judgment. “The Prince That Shall Come”.

The verse we are now considering (Daniel 9:26) foretells not only the
crowning sin of Israel in putting their Messiah to death, but also the great



and terrible judgment that was to follow the perpetration of that unspeakable
deed. There is a direct logical connection between the two events, which will
account for the fact that the chronological order is not strictly followed.

There are differences of opinion among competent scholars as to the proper
translation of the latter part of verse 26. In the text of the A.V. it reads:

“And the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the
war desolations are determined.”

The R.V. makes clearer the meaning of the last clause. It reads: “and unto
the end shall be war; desolations are determined.”

Notwithstanding, however, the differences of translation, it is not difficult
to gather the meaning of the passage. Indeed, so far as we are aware, all
expositors agree that it foretells the exterminating judgment of God, which
in due time was executed by the Roman armies under Titus, by whom the city
was overwhelmed as “with a flood” (a figure often used for an invading army),
and the city and the land were given over to the age long “desolations,”
which had been “determined” in the counsels of God. Doubtless the Lord had
this very passage in mind when, speaking of the then approaching siege and
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, He said: “For these be the days of
vengeance, that all things that are written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:22).
The “things that are written” were the things foretold in this verse of the
prophecy (Daniel 9:26), which were “fulfilled” at that time. The Lord’s words
recorded in Matthew 23:32–36, and Luke 19:43–44, also refer to the calamities
foretold in Daniel 9:26 as will be clearly seen by turning to those passages.

The following then is the meaning we derive from the text of the A.V. and
R.V.: That the people of a “prince” (i.e., a leader or commander), who was to
come with arms against Judea and Jerusalem, would utterly destroy both the
city and the temple; that the destruction thereof should be as if a flood had
swept everything away; that to the end there should be war; and that
“desolations” for the land and city were definitely “determined.”

Thus the entire prophecy of the Seventy Weeks embraces in its scope the
rebuilding of the city and the temple, and the final destruction of both. It
covers the stretch of time from the restoration of the people to their land
and city in the first year of Cyrus, down to their dispersion by the Romans
among all the nations of the world.

In this connection we would again call the reader’s attention to the striking
agreement between this part of the prophecy and the word of God to Isaiah
(Chapter 6:9–13).

Who is “The Prince That Shall Come”?

At this point we are confronted with a question which very seriously affects
the interpretation of the prophecy. Taking the words according to their
apparent and obvious meaning (which should always be done except where there
is a compelling reason to the contrary) it would seem quite clear that “the



prince,” whose people were to destroy the city and the sanctuary, was Titus,
the son of the then emperor Vespasian, he (Titus) being the “prince” or
“leader” who was in actual command of those armies at the time. In fact we
are bold to say that the words of the prophecy, which are the words of God
sent directly from heaven to Daniel, do not reasonably admit of any other
interpretation. Nor, so far as we are aware, was any other meaning ever put
upon them until within recent years, and then only by those belonging to a
particular “school” of interpretation. According to the “school” referred to,
the words “the prince that shall come” do not mean the prince who did come,
and whose armies fulfilled this prophecy by destroying the city and the
temple, but they mean some other “prince,” who in fact has not yet come, and
who (of course) could have nothing whatever to do with the subject of the
passage, to wit, the destruction of the city and the temple.

According to the view we are now considering, the passage is taken to mean
that there is a “prince” who is to “come” at some unknown time yet future,
which prince will be of the same nationality as the people (the Roman armies)
by whom the city and the Sanctuary were to be destroyed. It is further
assumed, and taught with much confidence, that this “coming prince” will be
in league with Antichrist, if indeed he be not Antichrist himself. This is a
very radical idea, one which changes the entire meaning of this basic
prophecy, and affects the interpretation of all prophecy. It transfers the
main incidents of the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks from Christ to
Antichrist, and removes them bodily from the distant past to the uncertain
future, thus separating them far from all connection with the period of
seventy weeks to which God assigns them. This manner of dealing with
Scripture is, so far as our experience goes, without parallel or precedent in
the field of exegesis. Is it sound and sober interpretation of Scripture, or
is it playing pranks with prophecy?

For, with all due and proper respect for those who hold this view, we are
bound to say that it does the greatest possible violence to words which are
not at all obscure or of uncertain meaning. There is no conceivable reason
why any prince (i.e., commander) should be mentioned in this passage except
the one whose armies were to accomplish the destruction of the city and
temple, that being the subject of the passage. The words are appropriate to
convey one meaning and one only. It is simply unthinkable that the destroying
agency would be identified by reference to some prince who was not to come
upon the scene for several thousand years, or that the Romans of the first
century could be called his “people.” Nor would anyone who possessed the
slightest understanding of the use of language employ the words of the text
in order to convey the information that the people, by whom the city was to
be destroyed, would be of the same nationality as some “prince” who was to
“come” (without saying whence, or whither, or for what) at some remote and
unspecified time. And finally, even if it were supposable that such an
utterly foreign subject as a prince, who was to come many centuries after the
event prophesied, would be lugged into such a passage, then it would have
been made to say not “the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy
the city,” but that a prince of the people who destroyed the city shall come.

Furthermore, we know that the armies of prince Titus did destroy the city and



temple, and that to this day the seven-branched candlestick, which was
carried in his triumphal procession, is sculptured on the arch which was
erected at Rome in his honor. But we know nothing of any Roman prince who is
to “come” (come where?) in the future. The term “Roman” pertains to nothing
now except the papacy.

And besides all this, if any “prince” should hereafter “come” (it matters not
whence or whither) it could not property be said that the people who
destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70 were his people. The plain and simple words of
the prophecy are “the people of the prince who shall come.” Those words can
only mean the man who was the prince or leader of the people at the time they
destroyed the city and temple. Those Roman legions and auxiliaries were the
people of prince Titus. But in no sense are they the people of some prince
who may arise several thousand years later. The French armies which invaded
Russia were the people of Napoleon their commander; but in no proper sense
were they the people of General Foch. They were all dead long before he was
born.

This prophecy has nothing whatever to do with any future Roman prince; nor is
there, so far as we are aware, any ground for saying that a Roman prince will
arise to play a part in the time of the end of this age. During the centuries
that have now elapsed such changes have taken place that no potentate of the
approaching end times could be described as the prince of the people by whom
Jerusalem was destroyed.

The prophecy of the Seventy Weeks is manifestly an account, given beforehand,
of the second period of the national existence of the Jewish people. They
were to last as a nation only long enough to fulfill the Scriptures, and to
accomplish the supreme purpose of God, in bringing forth the Messiah, and.
putting Him to death. The time allotted for this was 490 years. This being
accomplished, God had no further use for Israel. His dealings thenceforth
were to be with another people, that “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9), composed of
all who believe the gospel, and who “receive” the One Who was rejected by
“His own” (John 1:11–13).

Yet the predicted judgment did not immediately follow; for Christ prayed for
His murderers in His dying hour, “Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do” (Luke 23:34). In answer to that prayer the full probationary
period of forty years (A.D. 30 to A.D. 70) was added to their national
existence, during which time repentance and remission of sins was preached to
them in the Name of the crucified and risen One, and tens of thousands of
Jews were saved.

The perfect accuracy of Scripture is seen in this, that while it was
definitely stated that the six things of Daniel 9:24 were to be accomplished
within the determined period of seventy weeks, and while the destruction of
the rebuilt city and temple was also predicted, that event is not among the
things which were to happen within the seventy weeks.

In this connection it is important to observe that, while the predicted
events of verse 24 were to happen within the measured period of seventy
weeks, and the events of verse 27 were to happen in the midst of the last



week of the seventy, the time of the predicted judgments is not specified.
Thus the prophecy left room for the exercise of mercy even to that evil
generation.

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week, and in
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation
to cease” (Daniel 9:27)

We come now to the last verse of the prophecy, which verse is of surpassing
interest and importance. It has to do specifically with the seventieth week
of the prophecy. The expiration of 69 weeks brought us “unto Christ,” but not
to His crucifixion, nor to that which is the great subject of all prophecy,
“the sufferings of the Christ” (1 Peter 1:11). Particularly it should be kept
in mind that the six things of Daniel 9:24 depended for their accomplishing
upon His atoning death, His resurrection, and His ascension into heaven. All
these events were “after the threescore and two weeks.”

When Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ in glory on the Mount of
Transfiguration, they “spake of His exodus which He should accomplish at
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). His “exodus” or “way out” of this world was the
consummation of the purposes of God, the climax of all prophecy, the supreme
event of all the ages. Thereby he accomplished eternal redemption, opened a
fountain for sin and for uncleanness, scaled the everlasting covenant, and
set aside forever the sacrifices appointed by the law.

The first part of Daniel 9:27, quoted at the head of this chapter, is quite
clear except for the words “for one week,” which will be explained later on.
The meaning of the clause (apart from those three words) is, we believe,
easily discerned in the light of the New Testament scriptures. “To confirm”
the new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31– 34; Hebrews 8:6–13; 10:1–18), that is, to
make it sure, was the great purpose for which the Son of God came into the
world in the body of flesh prepared for Him (Hebrews 10:5). Moreover, it was
by His death as a sacrifice for sin that He displaced and abolished the
sacrifices of the law, thus causing them “to cease.” God had had “no
pleasure” in these because they “could never take away sins,” whereas “it
pleased the Lord to bruise Him”, making “His soul an offering for sin”
(Isaiah 53:10).

If we take the pronoun “He” as relating to “the Messiah” mentioned in the
preceding verse, then we find in the New Testament scriptures a perfect
fulfillment of the passage, and a fulfillment, moreover, which is set forth
in the most conspicuous way. That pronoun must, in our opinion, be taken as
referring to Christ, because (a) the prophecy is all about Christ, and this
is the climax of it;

(b) Titus did not make any covenant with the Jews; (e) there is not a word in
Scripture about any future “prince” making a covenant with them. Other
reasons in support of this conclusion will appear later on. But the foregoing
are sufficient. There are three points in the passage we are now studying,



and each of them is completely fulfilled in the inspired accounts of the work
of the Lord Jesus Christ given in the New Testament. Those three points are:

1. Confirming the covenant with many;
2. What happened in the midst of the week;
3. Causing the sacrifice and the oblation to cease. We will briefly examine
these three points in order.

1. Confirming the covenant with many
We ignore for the present the words “for one week,” which words would seem to
limit the duration of the “covenant” to the short period of seven years. It
will suffice for now to say that there is no preposition “for” in the text,
and that the words “one week” do not refer to the duration of the covenant,
but to the time when it was confirmed; for that covenant was confirmed by the
shedding of the blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14–20) in “the one week,” the last
of the seventy which had been “determined.” This will be clearly shown later
on.

As to the fulfillment of this important feature of the prophecy we have a
clear announcement from the Lord’s own lips. For when, in the institution of
His memorial supper, He gave the cup to His disciples, he uttered these
significant words, “This is My blood of the new covenant, shed for many for
the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). In these words we find four things
which agree with the prophecy: ONE — “the One” who was to confirm the
covenant, Christ; TWO — “the covenant” itself; THREE — that which “confirmed”
the covenant, the blood of Christ; FOUR — those who receive the benefits of
the covenant, the “many.” The identification is complete; for the words
correspond perfectly with those of the prophecy, “He shall confirm the
covenant with many.” There could not be a more perfect agreement.

It is to be noted in this connection that the prominent feature of the new
covenant is the forgiveness of sins (Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 10:1–18). Hence
the significance of the Lord’s words, “for the remission of sins.” His
mission in coming into the world was to “save His people from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21). That is the prominent feature of His gospel (Luke 24:47; Acts
10:43).

It is further to be noted that, although the promise of the New Covenant was
made to the entire “house of Israel and house of Judah,” not all of them
entered into its benefits. Those who rejected Christ were “destroyed from
among the people” (Acts 3:23). They were, as branches, “broken off (Romans
11:17). We see then the accuracy of Scripture in the words of the prophecy
“with many,” and those of the Lord Jesus “shed for many.”

This use of the word “many” is found in other like scriptures. Thus, in a
similar prophecy it is written: “My righteous Servant shall justify many”
(Isaiah 53:11). Again, “And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to
the Lord their God” (1:11, 16). This was said by the same heavenly messenger,
Gabriel, when he announced to Zachariah the birth of his son. And yet again —
this time from the lips of Simeon — “This Child is set for the fall and
rising again of many in Israel” (Luke 2:34). And yet once more, in the words
of the Lord Jesus, “For the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to



minister, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). In each of
these scriptures the word “many” applies to those who receive by faith the
benefits of the New Covenant which Christ made sure by the shedding of His
blood upon the Cross.

2. In the midst of the week
These words are important in helping to identify the fulfillment of the
prophecy. Considering the supreme importance of the death of Christ, upon
which depended not only the six predictions of verse 24, but all the purposes
of God; and considering also that the prophecy gives the time when the Lord’s
ministry as “the Messiah” was to begin, we should expect to find in it a
statement when His ministry was to end by His being “cut off.” This
information is given in the words “in the midst of the week”, that is the
seventieth week. The expiration of 69 weeks brought us “unto the Messiah.”
Only “one week” of the seventy remained; and in the midst of that last week
He was crucified.

We have here (as already indicated) a valuable means of checking up our
conclusions and testing their correctness. For, as has been often pointed out
since very early times, the Gospel of John contains information by which it
appears that the ministry of Christ lasted three and a half years. In fact,
Eusebius, a Christian writer of the fourth century, is quoted as saying: “It
is recorded in history that the whole time of our Savior’s teaching and
working miracles was three years and a half, which is half a week. This, John
the evangelist will represent (i.e. will make known) to those who critically
attend to his Gospel.

Thus the length of our Lord’s ministry, as disclosed by the Gospel of John
(half a week), strikingly confirms the prophecy, which gives 69 weeks unto
the beginning of the Lord’s ministry, and fixes the ending thereof “in the
midst of the week” following.

3. He shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease
No one will dispute that, when Christ suffered and died on the Cross, thus
offering “one sacrifice for sins forever,” he then and there caused the
sacrifice, and oblations of the law to cease as a divine appointment. Even
when in full vigor they were but the shadows of that perfect and all-
sufficient sacrifice which he, as the Lamb foreordained before the foundation
of the world, which was to offer in due time. Hence they were completely
displaced when Christ, through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without
spot to God.

Neither can there be any question that the removal of those sacrifices (which
could never take away sins) was a great thing in the eyes of God, a thing so
great and well-pleasing to Him, to warrant its having a prominent place in
this grand Messianic prophecy. In proof of this important point we direct the
attention of our readers to Hebrews, chapters 8, 9 and 10. In those chapters
the Spirit of God puts before us in great detail, and with solemn emphasis,
the setting aside of the Old Covenant, with all that related to it, the
“worldly sanctuary,” the priesthood, the “ordinances of divine service,” and
particularly those many sacrifices (by which a remembrance of sins was made
every year); and he puts before us also the confirming of the New Covenant,



with its heavenly sanctuary, its spiritual priesthood, its sacrifices of
praise and thanksgiving, all based upon the atonement of Christ. The great
subject of this part of Hebrews, as of the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks, is
the Cross.

Hebrews 10 dwells largely upon the sacrifices which were “offered by the
law,” emphasizing the imperfection and insufficiency thereof to purge the
conscience of the offerers, and declaring that, for that reason, God had no
pleasure in therein. It was because of this (“wherefore”) that the Son of God
said, “Lo, I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of Me) to do Thy
will, O God” (verse 7). This relates the passage directly to the prophecy of
the Seventy Weeks, which has for its subject the coming of Christ into the
world and the purpose for which He came. How full of significance then, and
how conclusive for the object of our present study, are the words which
follow!

“Above when He said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering
for sin Thou wouldst not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered
by the law; then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God. He taketh away
the first, that He may establish the second” (Hebrews 10:8–9).

This is the climax of the whole matter. “He taketh away” those sacrifices and
oblations wherein God had no pleasure! What perfect agreement with the words
of the prophecy, “He shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease”! And
when we find, both in the prophecy (Daniel 9:27) and in Hebrews 10, that this
setting aside of the sacrifices of the law is connected directly with the
confirming of the New Covenant, we are compelled to conclude that the passage
in Hebrews is the inspired record of the fulfillment of this Prophecy.

We ask careful attention to the fact that in Hebrews 10:12 it is expressly
stated that Christ took away the sacrifices of the law when He offered
Himself as the “one sacrifice for sins forever,” ere he “sat down on the
right hand of God.” Those sacrifices, therefore, ceased to exist in God’s
contemplation from the moment Christ died. From that moment God regards no
longer the sacrifices of the law. It is impossible; therefore, that the words
“he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease” could refer to any event
subsequent to the crucifixion of Christ. To this we purpose to return. But at
this point we would simply raise the question, where shall we look for a
fulfillment of the prophecy, if we reject that recorded in Hebrews 10:9?

“For One Week”

We come now to the words “for one week” (Daniel 9:27), which have been the
means of leading astray some who have undertaken to explain this prophecy.

Manifestly those words are utterly inconsistent with the view that the
covenant spoken of is the New Covenant, since that is “everlasting” (Hebrews
13:20). But it is hardly conceivable that any covenant — particularly one of
such importance as to have a prominent place in this prophecy — would be
confirmed for such a brief term as seven years Even if we suppose, as some do
(though with no proof whatever to support them), that the prophecy refers to
some agreement which the supposed “prince” of the future will supposedly make



with “many” Jews, permitting them to resume the long abolished sacrifices of
the law, can we conceive that such a covenant would be limited to the
insignificant term of seven years?

In view of the difficulty presented by the words “for one week,” we consulted
a Hebrew scholar, asking him if there were any preposition “for” in the
original text, or anything to imply it. His reply was that there is no “for”
in the text, or anything to imply it. This information removed the chief
difficulty; but it left still unsettled the meaning to be given to the words
“one week.” That further information, however, was supplied by the same
Hebrew scholar (formerly a Jewish Rabbis but now a servant of the Lord Jesus
Christ), who gave us the English rendering of the Septuagint Version of
Daniel 9:27. This Septuagint Version is a translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures into Greek, made nearly three hundred years before the birth of
Christ. It has a claim on our acceptance as an authoritative version, because
our Lord and His apostles frequently quoted from it.

Particularly do we ask attention to the fact that when our Lord, in His
prophecy on Mount Olivet, quoted from the latter part of Daniel 9:27, He used
the words of the Septuagint version, namely, “the abomination of desolation”
(Matthew 24:15). Therefore we have a special warrant for following the sense
of the Septuagint. We give the English translation of the entire verse as it
appears in the Septuagint.

“And one week shall establish the covenant with many; and in the
midst of the week my sacrifice and drink offering shall be taken
away; and upon the temple shall be the abomination of desolation;
and at the end of the time (the age) an end shall be put to the
desolation.”

From this wording the meaning of the first clause is easily grasped. It is a
common form of speech to say for example, “the year 1776 established the
independence of the American colonies”; “the year 1918 restored Alsace and
Lorraine to France,” etc., which is a figurative way of saying that such or
such an event took place at the time specified. This form of expression is
used when it is desired to call special attention to the year, or other
period, in which a certain event occurred. So here, the previous verses
having accounted for 69 of the total of 70 weeks, it was most appropriate to
emphasize that last week; and especially so for the reason that the last week
was not only to fulfill the six predictions of verse 24) but it was to be the
climax of all the ages.

The sense of the passage then is this: That the one remaining week would
witness the confirming of the covenant (which could only mean the promised
New Covenant) with the many; and that, in the midst of that last week, Christ
would cause the entire system of sacrifices appointed by the law to cease, by
the offering of himself in the all-sufficient sacrifice for sins.

This gives to the last week of the seventy the importance it should have, and
which the prophecy as a whole demands, seeing that all the predictions of



verse 24 depend upon the events of that last week. On the other hand, to make
this last Week refer to a paltry bargain between Antichrist (or a supposed
Roman prince) and some apostate Jews of the future, for the renewal (and that
for a space of only seven years) of those sacrifices which God has long ago
abolished forever, is to intrude into this great scripture a matter of
trifling importance, utterly foreign to the subject in hand. and to bring the
entire prophecy to an absurdly lame and impotent conclusion.

“My Sacrifices and Drink Offering”

In further elucidation of the sense of verse 27 we would call special
attention to the words of the Septuagint Version, “my sacrifice and drink
offering shall be taken away.” Before the death of Christ the sacrifices of
the law were God’s. But he would never call His the sacrifices which apostate
Jews might institute under agreement with Antichrist. This we deem to be
conclusive.

Subsequently to the first appearance of these papers we have had access to
Dr. Wm. M. Taylor’s excellent book entitled, Daniel the Beloved, in which the
above rendering of verse 27 is confirmed. Dr. Taylor gives Dr. Cowle’s
version of that verse, as follows: “One seven shall make the covenant
effective to many. The middle of the seven shall make sacrifice and offerings
to cease,” etc.

We quote also from Dr. Taylor’s comments, which afford confirmation of the
conclusions we had already reached:

“It is well known by those acquainted with chronology that Christ was born
four years earlier than the first of the era which we call by His name.
Therefore, at the year 26 A.D. our Lord would be really thirty years of age;
and we know (Luke 3:23) that His baptism, or public manifestation to the
people, took place when He ‘began to be about thirty years of age’.

“Further, at the end of half a seven of years, or in the middle of the
heptad, Messiah, according to this prediction, was to cause the sacrifice and
offerings to cease. Now, if we suppose this to refer to the fact that
Christ’s death, being a real and proper sacrifice for sin, virtually
abolished all those under the law, which were only typical, we have here a
date harmonizing with that of the Crucifixion. It is as near as possible
demonstrable from the Gospel by John that our Savior’s public ministry lasted
three years and it half (see Robinson’s Harmony of the Gospels, Appendix);
and this is corroborated by the parable of the barren fig tree (Luke 13:69)
which seems to indicate that three years of special privilege to the Jews had
run their course, and that a fourth, or a portion of a fourth, was to be
given them. Here again, therefore, we have a coincidence of date between the
prediction and the history.

“The exposition we have given of this section of Daniel’s prediction, find of
the manner of its fulfillment is fitted to stir the heart even of the most
indifferent. For myself, I feel awed by the sense of the nearness of God,
which comes over me when I read these verses and when I remember how they
have been confirmed by the events of which Calvary was the scene. God is in



this history of a truth. But let us not forget that it differs from ordinary
history only that here we are permitted to read out of the Book of Divine
purpose and prescience; whereas in other cases that record is hidden from our
eyes. God is in, all history as really and as much as he was in this. How
solemn, yet how reassuring also is the thought!”

In view of all this, we would ask, how can any sober minded expositor of the
Scriptures set aside the perfect and heart satisfying fulfillment of this
wonderful prophecy, so clearly to be seen in “the events of which Calvary was
the scene,” and propose instead a contrived fulfillment, in a supposed
covenant (whereof the Scriptures say not a word) between Antichrist and the
Jewish people of the last days, relating to the imagined revival of the long
abolished sacrifices of the law?

Therefore we conclude that the modern interpretation which takes Christ and
the Cross out of the last verse of the prophecy, where it reaches its climax,
and puts Antichrist and his imaginary doings into it, does violence to the
Scripture and serious wrong to the people of God.

(To be continued)

What Are the Beasts of Revelation
Chapter 13?

Revelation 17:7b … the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth
her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

Revelation 13:1  ¶And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and
upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of
blasphemy.

Revelation 13:11  ¶And I beheld another beast coming up out of the
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earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

Notice I used the word “what” in the title of this article, not the pronoun
“who”. It’s because the Book of Daniel clearly identifies what a “beast” is.
It’s used as a metaphor for a kingdom or an empire, and not a person.

Daniel 7:3  And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one
from another.
4  The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till
the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the
earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was
given to it.
5  And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it
raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of
it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise,
devour much flesh.
6  After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four
heads; and dominion was given to it.
7  After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth
beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had
great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the
residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts
that were before it; and it had ten horns.

The Beasts of Daniel 7 represented four empires.
Babylon
Greece
Medo-Persia
Rome

I think it’s safe to say most Bible prophecy studies will not debate that.
The term “beast” is therefore a metaphor, symbolical language. Therefore I do
not agree with Pastor John MacArthur when he says prophecy is always literal.
Some prophecies such as the Messiah born of a virgin are indeed literal, but
to call an empire a “beast” clearly indicates symbolism.

One website on the subject says:

Maybe you have asked the question what are the two beasts in
Revelation 13? The short answer is they represent the Antichrist
and the False Prophet.

I thought so too for 40 plus years, but I no longer agree with that
statement.

I used to associate the Beast of Revelation 13 with the Antichrist who is
supposed to rise to power and rule the earth for a final 7 years just before



the return of Jesus Christ. I’ve come to see this interpretation as based on
the Futurist school of interpretation which I believe to be false. I am a
Historicist, the school of prophetic interpretation which was held by the
Protestant Reformers and Baptists up to the end of the 18th century. It was
John Nelson Darby and his Plymouth Brethern who in 1830 introduced to the
evangelical Christian world the futurist interpretations of the Books of
Daniel, Revelation, and Matthew 24. In other words, Darby and his people took
prophecies that were fulfilled in the past claiming they are yet to be
fulfilled in the future! And sad to say, by and by these doctrines were
eventually accepted by the prestigious Dallas Theological Seminary and spread
around the world.

The point I want to make in this article is this: The “Beast” today
represents Globalism, the Shadow Government, the Deep State. Why would the
entire world react the same way to the pandemic with lockdowns, guarantees,
the use of face masks, and social distancing? Answer: It’s all coming from
the same source, the Beast! It’s unprecedented in history. Lockdowns are
crashing the economy, and it may all be leading up to the Mark of the Beast.
Is it too far fetched to think the Mark may have something to do with a
mandatory coronavirus vaccination?

Just in my lifetime, I can tell you many times the Beast told me something
that turned out later to be false. The Gulf War of 1990 was justified because
“Iraqi soldiers were taking babies out of hospital incubators and laid on the
floor to die.” (False!) The invasion of Iraq was justified because of
“weapons of mass destruction”. (False!) The Vietnam War was justified to
“save the world from Communism.” And now though all of Vietnam is Communist,
it has become an economic competitor to the USA! These wars cost the lives of
millions of people! If the Beast would lie about that through its mouth – the
mainstream media – why would you believe what it’s saying now about the
pandemic and the coming vaccines? I sure don’t trust anything the media is
telling me, and that includes not only liberal media, but conservative as
well.

1948 Statehood of Israel does not
fulfill Bible prophecy!
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-By Steve Rudd

Introduction:

1. Historically, Rapture false teachers are always scanning the news
headlines for current events that are a sign that the second coming of Christ
countdown clock has begun to tick.

2. For the 100 years after John Darby invented rapture in 1830 AD, more
attention was paid to the pyramids and creative combinations of numbers to
predict the second coming. None of them based their end of the world
countdown clock on Israel becoming a nation in 1948.

3. All these failed predictions that were based on the pyramids an numerology
appeared convincing at the time to those who sold everything they had, put on
white clothes and waited at midnight on rooftops. After the “certain hour”
had passed they were struck with disappointment and a feeling of self-
stupidity. This always follows in the wake of failed rapture predictions.

4. However since Israel became a nation in 1948 AD, Rapturists got all
excited and began to preach that the end would come within one generation
(generally 40 years) of Israeli modern statehood.

5. For example, Harold Camping teaches that exactly 40 years after May 14,
1948, that the “church age” came to an end and ordered everyone to leave
their churches in 1988. He then went on to predict the end of the world not
once, but twice in 1994 and again on May 21, 2011.

6. Most “Rapture time charts” use the establishment of Israel as a nation in
1948 as the beginning of the countdown to the end, claiming it is the
fulfillment of Bible prophecy. Nothing could be further from the truth.

7. The truth is that Israeli statehood in 1948 was and is irrelevant to Bible
prophecy.

8. Paul said the hope of Israel was not physical restoration, but only in



Christ:

a. “And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to
our fathers; the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they
earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, O King, I am being
accused by Jews. “Why is it considered incredible among you people if God
does raise the dead? “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many
things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. ” (Acts 26:6–9)

b. “For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you,
for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel.” (Acts 28:20)

A. Reverting back to Mosaic Judaism: “severed from Christ”

1. Premillennialists, at their foundation, are condemned, because they teach
that God wants the Jews to again practice full Mosaic Old Testament Temple
worship, complete with animal sacrifices.

a. “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm
and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. Behold I, Paul, say to you
that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. And I
testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under
obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who
are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. ” (Galatians
5:1–4)

b. “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is
also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better
promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have
been no occasion sought for a second. … When He said, “A new covenant,” He
has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing
old is ready to disappear.” (Hebrews 8:6-7,13)

c. “When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.”
(Hebrews 8:13)

d. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by
law; you have fallen from grace. ” (Galatians 5:4)

The whole idea of restoring temple worship, with a restored Aaronic
priesthood, complete with ashes of the Red Heifer is to deny Christ as the
true Passover lamb.

3. Those who believe in Rapture are in fact “severed from Christ” (Gal 5:4)
because they are trying to do what the first century Jews wanted to do:
practice Mosaic Judaism beside Christianity.

4. When a Jew converts to Christianity, he stops worshipping God according to
Moses and takes all his instructions from Christ.

B. Reverting back to Mosaic Judaism:



1. In a complicated intertwining of false doctrines, the reason behind Israel
becoming a nation again include two main reasons: to fulfill and land promise
and to give Jews a second chance to “not reject Jesus” as their earthly king.

Giving Israel all the land promised by Abraham which they never got from 1400
BC – 70 AD. In fact they did get all the land, and the bible says they did.
Israel got all the land they were promised!

3. To give the Jews a second chance at accepting Jesus as their earthly king.
In fact, Jesus was never intended to be their earthly king. Jesus was
prophesied to be Israel’s spiritual king. Jesus plainly told Pilate that he
was not an earthly king who would compete with him, but a spiritual king in
heaven:

a. “Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus
and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” … Jesus answered, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My
servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews;
but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” Therefore Pilate said to Him,
“So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For
this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him,
“What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and
said to them, “I find no guilt in Him. ” (John 18:33–38)

b. It just cannot get any clearer than what Jesus told Pilate above, but
Rapturists won’t listen to Jesus and expect him to be a literal physical king
on a physical throne in the physical land of Israel.

4. True Christians are in a state of shock that dispensationalists want to
restore the Old Testament law along with Temple sacrifices because it is a
denial of the sacrifice of Christ’s blood once for all to end all animal
sacrifices.

C. The OT prophecies of Israel’s restoral are fulfilled in the church:

1. There are two classes of prophecies regarding the restoration of Israel:

a. Prophecies of the physical remnant who return from Babylonian captivity in
516 BC.

b. Prophecies of the spiritual remnant in the church that began in 33 A.D. on
Pentecost.

2. The level of Bible knowledge of those who believe in the Rapture is very
low. They just read an Old Testament passage by ripping it out of context and
apply it to a still future event 3000 years later!

D. Prophecies of restoration from Babylonian captivity in 516 BC:

1. Jeremiah 29:10–14 “For thus says the Lord, ‘When seventy years have been
completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to
bring you back to this place. ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’
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declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a
future and a hope. ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I
will listen to you. ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with
all your heart. ‘I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will
restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations and from all
the places where I have driven you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will bring you
back to the place from where I sent you into exile.’ ” (Jeremiah 29:10–14)

a. Jeremiah lived in 568 BC and prophesied the Babylonian captivity in many
other texts misused by Rapture false teachers:

i. “‘For behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will restore
the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.’ The LORD says, ‘I will also
bring them back to the land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall
possess it.” (Jeremiah 30:3–9)

ii. “One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe figs, and the other
basket had very bad figs which could not be eaten due to rottenness. Then the
LORD said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” And I said, “Figs, the good
figs, very good; and the bad figs, very bad, which cannot be eaten due to
rottenness.” Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Thus says the
LORD God of Israel, ‘Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the
captives of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the
Chaldeans. ” (Jeremiah 24:2–5)

b. Applying Jeremiah’s prophecies to 1948 AD is an assault on good bible
knowledge but those who believe in the Rapture cannot be persuaded by the
word of God!

2. Ezekiel 36:24–35 “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from
all the lands and bring you into your own land. “Then I will sprinkle clean
water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your
filthiness and from all your idols. “Moreover, I will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. “I will put My Spirit within you
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My
ordinances. “You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so
you will be My people, and I will be your God. “Moreover, I will save you
from all your uncleanness; and I will call for the grain and multiply it, and
I will not bring a famine on you. “I will multiply the fruit of the tree and
the produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of
famine among the nations. “Then you will remember your evil ways and your
deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight
for your iniquities and your abominations. “I am not doing this for your
sake,” declares the Lord GOD, “let it be known to you. Be ashamed and
confounded for your ways, O house of Israel!” ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “On
the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will cause the cities
to be inhabited, and the waste places will be rebuilt. “The desolate land
will be cultivated instead of being a desolation in the sight of everyone who
passes by. “They will say, ‘This desolate land has become like the garden of
Eden; and the waste, desolate and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.’
” (Ezekiel 36:24–35)



a. Ezekiel was contemporary with Jeremiah and prophecied the restoration of
Israel from Babylonian captivity, not some far off future event in 1948 AD.

b. Ezekiel was exiled into Babylon with Daniel and both knew each other
personally.

c. When Israel came out of Babylon, never again did they worship Idols. This
was the new heart he put in Israel.

3. Daniel 9:2 “in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the
books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the Lord to
Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem,
namely, seventy years. ” (Daniel 9:2)

a. Daniel was one who was actually deported and lived in Babylon.

b. Daniel prophesied the four successive kingdoms of Babylon, Mede-Persia,
Greece and Rome.

c. Daniel said that the Kingdom of God would be start during the days of the
Roman Empire.

d. This was fulfilled in 30 AD on the Day of Pentecost.

e. The kingdom of prophecy is the church.

f. The “last days” prophesies of Daniel were fulfilled in the first century.

g. Learn that the first days began when Jesus walked the earth.

4. Zechariah 8:1-8 “Then the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, “Thus
says the LORD of hosts, ‘I am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great
wrath I am jealous for her.’ “Thus says the LORD, ‘I will return to Zion and
will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City
of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy
Mountain.’ “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Old men and old women will again
sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his hand because
of age. ‘And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls
playing in its streets.’ “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘If it is too
difficult in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, will it
also be too difficult in My sight?’ declares the LORD of hosts. “Thus says
the LORD of hosts, ‘Behold, I am going to save My people from the land of the
east and from the land of the west; and I will bring them back and they will
live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be
their God in truth and righteousness.’ ” (Zechariah 8:1–8)

a. Zechariah prophesied in 520 BC which is about the time Israel returned
from Babylonian captivity.

b. Later Zech 14, Zechariah prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD
(see below)

5. Deuteronomy 4:27–31 “The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and you
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will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD drives you.
“There you will serve gods, the work of man’s hands, wood and stone, which
neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. “But from there you will seek the
LORD your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your
heart and all your soul. “When you are in distress and all these things have
come upon you, in the latter days you will return to the LORD your God and
listen to His voice. “For the LORD your God is a compassionate God; He will
not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the covenant with your fathers which
He swore to them. ” (Deuteronomy 4:27–31)

a. In a shocking display of ignorance of even the most simple and fundamental
teachings of the Bible, Rapture false teachers actually use Deut 4:27-31 as a
proof text that Israel’s becoming a nation again in 1948 is a fullment of
Moses’ words. Completely ignoring both the Assyrian captivity of 722 BC and
the Babylonian captivity of 586 BC, they jump 3500 years forward and apply it
to 1948 AD.

b. Clearly God’s words came true when they returned from Babylonian
Captivity.

E. Prophecies of restoration in the church in 30 AD:

1. Isaiah 11:10–12 “Then in that day the nations will resort to the root
of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting
place will be glorious. Then it will happen on that day that the Lord
will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His
people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam,
Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. And He will lift up
a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel,
And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the
earth. ” (Isaiah 11:10–12)

a. Isaiah wrote this in 730 BC

b. Notice the root of Jesse is Jesus Christ

c. The second gathering is in 30 AD.

d. On the day of Pentecost all nations were present: “And how is it that we
each hear them in our own language to which we were born? “Parthians and
Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya
around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.”
(Acts 2:8–11)

e. Pentecost is a perfect fulfillment of Isa 11.

Isaiah 66:19–24 “I will set a sign among them and will send survivors from
them to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Tubal and Javan, to the
distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And
they will declare My glory among the nations. “Then they shall bring all your
brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the LORD, on horses, in
chariots, in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,”



says the LORD, “just as the sons of Israel bring their grain offering in a
clean vessel to the house of the LORD. “I will also take some of them for
priests and for Levites,” says the LORD. “For just as the new heavens and the
new earth Which I make will endure before Me,” declares the LORD, “So your
offspring and your name will endure. “And it shall be from new moon to new
moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before
Me,” says the LORD. “Then they will go forth and look On the corpses of the
men Who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die And their
fire will not be quenched; And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind.”
(Isaiah 66:19–24)

a. Isaiah lived in 730 BC, just before the Assyrian Captivity of the ten lost
tribes in 722 BC.

b. Much of Isaiah is prophetic of Christ and the church in 30 AD. This is
seen in chapters 40-55.

c. Isa 66:19-24 is a prophecy of the church.

d. Like Isa 2:1-4, it foresees the gentiles in union with the Jews as one
body:

i. “Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of
the Lord Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be
raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. ” (Isaiah 2:2)

ii. “Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are
called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed
in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at that time separate
from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in
Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one
and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh
the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that
in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,
and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it
having put to death the enmity. ” (Ephesians 2:11–16)

e. Although Sabbatrians misuse the text as badly as Rapturists, their
suggestion that the Sabbath will be in the church or heaven is refuted by the
fact that there will also be new moon festivals as well. All of it is
figurative and not to be taken literally because we know the Ten Commandments
were nailed to the cross: Col 2:14-17; Heb 8:6-7; 13.

i. “having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against
us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having
nailed it to the cross. When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He
made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in
respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day— things which are a mere
shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. ” (Colossians



2:14–17)

ii. “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is
also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better
promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have
been no occasion sought for a second. ” (Hebrews 8:6–7)

iii. “When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. ”
(Hebrews 8:13)

f. The grain offering is spiritualized in the church where Christians as
priests (Rev 1:6) offer their own bodies as a spiritual sacrifice (Rom
12:1-2) or monetary gifts to the church ministry (Phil 4:17-18) or through
prayers and songs and alms (Heb 13:15-16)

i. “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him
be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. ” (Revelation 1:6)

ii. “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. ” (Romans 12:1–2)

iii. “Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which
increases to your account. But I have received everything in full and have an
abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you
have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. ”
(Philippians 4:17–18)

iv. “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not
neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. ”
(Hebrews 13:15–16)

3. Joel 3:1–2 “For behold, in those days and at that time, When I restore the
fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the nations And bring them
down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them
there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have
scattered among the nations; And they have divided up My land. ” (Joel 3:1–2)

a. Joel lived in 830 BC, which is before both the Assyrian and Babylonian
captivities.

b. However, Joel 2:28ff is clearly a prophecy of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost in Acts 2

c. Therefore it is clear that this restoration is in the church in 30 AD.

4. Amos 9:11–15 “In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, And
wall up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins And rebuild it as in the
days of old; That they may possess the remnant of Edom And all the nations



who are called by My name,” Declares the Lord who does this. “Behold, days
are coming,” declares the Lord, “When the plowman will overtake the reaper
And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; When the mountains will drip
sweet wine And all the hills will be dissolved. “Also I will restore the
captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined cities and
live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make
gardens and eat their fruit. “I will also plant them on their land, And they
will not again be rooted out from their land Which I have given them,” Says
the Lord your God. ” (Amos 9:11–15)

a. Amos lived in 750 BC before both the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.

b. Amos 9:11-15 is most certainly a prophecy of the restoration of Israel in
the church. How can we be certain? Because Luke records the worlds of James
in the Jerusalem council whose purpose was to determine if the Gentiles can
be saved without keeping the Mosaic law and circumcision.

c. James quotes Amos 9:11-15 as proof the Gentiles can be saved!

i. “Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from
among the Gentiles a people for His name. “With this the words of the
Prophets agree, just as it is written, ‘After these things I will return, And
I will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, And I will rebuild
its ruins, And I will restore it, So that the rest of mankind may seek the
Lord, And all the Gentiles who are called by My name,’ Says the Lord, who
makes these things known from long ago. “Therefore it is my judgment that we
do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, ” (Acts
15:14–19)

d. Obviously then, the rebuilt tabernacle of David is the church. If not,
then James was a liar and no gentile can be saved yet until the tabernacle of
David is rebuilt.

e. This kind of clear refutation is ignored by Rapture false teachers because
they ignore the context in blissful ignorance.

F. Prophecies of destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD:

1. Zechariah 14 “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoil taken
from you will be divided among you. For I will gather all the nations against
Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the
women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will
not be cut off from the city. Then the Lord will go forth and fight against
those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. In that day His feet
will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west
by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the
north and the other half toward the south. You will flee by the valley of My
mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will
flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him! In



that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. For it will be
a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will
come about that at evening time there will be light. And in that day living
waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and
the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in
winter. And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord
will be the only one, and His name the only one. ” (Zechariah 14:1–9)

a. Zechariah prophesied in 520 BC which is about the time Israel returned
from Babylonian captivity.

b. Jesus became king of the earth at his ascension in 30 AD.

c. Notice that the language of Zechariah is almost identical to that of
Matthew 24.

d. This is a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Read more

Matthew 24:32–33 “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch
has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is
near; so, you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near,
right at the door. ” (Matthew 24:32–33)

a. This greatly abused text is always applied to Israel becoming a nation
again in 1848 AD when in fact, it is prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem
in 70 AD.

b. Of the 39 places in the Bible where “fig tree” is used, never is Israel
called a Fig Tree.

c. In Romans 9, Israel is likened unto an “Olive Tree” but not a fig tree.

d. The Parable of the Fig tree is the only other possible place where Israel
is connected with a fig tree:

i. “And He began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had been
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and did not find
any. “And he said to the vineyard-keeper, ‘Behold, for three years I have
come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why
does it even use up the ground?’ “And he answered and said to him, ‘Let it
alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer;
and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it down.” (Luke
13:6–9)

ii. Notice that if this is Israel as a nation, then it is a prophecy of it
being replaced by the church at the end of Jesus’ three year ministry and/or
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

e. So the only two possible passages in the Bible where a fig tree is
associated with Israel both describe Israel’s destruction, not restoration!

3. Luke 21:20-24 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then
recognize that her desolation is near. “Then those who are in Judea must flee
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to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and
those who are in the country must not enter the city; because these are days
of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled. “Woe to
those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; for
there will be great distress upon the land and wrath to this people; and they
will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. ” (Luke 21:20–24)

a. Luke 21 prophecies the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD by Roman Armies,
not its restoration!

b. This passage does not say Jerusalem will be restored or the temple will be
rebuilt.

c. The “times of the Gentiles” correspond to the period when the Gentiles can
be saved, obviously extending to the second coming.

Conclusion:

1. True Christians are in a state of shock that dispensationalists want to
restore the Old Testament law along with Temple sacrifices because it is a
denial of the sacrifice of Christ’s blood once for all to end all animal
sacrifices.

2. Rapture false teachers want Israel to become a nation again mainly to
fulfill the promise of inheriting the land. Problem is, the Bible clearly
says Israel got the land long ago under Joshua and Solomon.

3. There is not a Jew alive today or anyone in the nation of Israel that
knows which tribe they are from. It comes as a surprise to most people that
the majority of Jews living in Israel today are gentile proselytes, being
Russians who converted to Judaism.

by Steve Rudd taken from https://www.bible.ca/
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The text below is from Philip Mauro‘s book, THE SEVENTY WEEKS AND THE GREAT
TRIBULATION.

MICHAEL THE GREAT PRINCE. THE TIME OF TROUBLE. MANY AWAKENING.
MANY RETURNING TO AND FRO. KNOWLEDGE INCREASED. HOW LONG THE END.

The first four verses of Daniel 12 should not be disconnected from Chapter
11, for they are an integral part of the prophecy, there being no break at
all at the place where the chapter division has been made. These concluding
verses of the prophecy read as follows:

“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people, and there
shall be a time of trouble such as never was since there was
a nation even to that same time; and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in
the book.

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. And they that be wise (lit. cause to
be wise) shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever
and ever. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the
book, even to the time of the end; many shall run to and
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”

These are the last words of the long prophecy, and they bring it to an
appropriate climax. They tell what will happen “at that time,” emphasizing
this by repetition. This expression connects the passage directly with verse
40 of the preceding Chapter, where the words “at the time of the end” occur.
The same words are repeated in verse 4 of Chapter 12, just quoted. There is,
therefore, no room to doubt that the events here foretold were to occur
during the very last stage of “the latter days” of Jewish history. Moreover,
the statement of verse 7, that when the power of the holy people should be
scattered, then all these things should be finished, absolutely confines the
fulfillment of the entire prophecy to the period anterior to the capture of
Jerusalem by Titus. We specially ask attention to the great oath recorded in
this verse, and trust that our readers will not miss the meaning of it.

Four things are specified in the passage last quoted. They are:

https://www.jamesjpn.net/eschatology/the-folly-of-claiming-fulfilled-prophecy-such-as-the-great-tribulation-is-yet-unfulfilled/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/The-Seventy-Weeks-and-the-Great-Tribulation-1923.pdf
https://www.jamesjpn.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/The-Seventy-Weeks-and-the-Great-Tribulation-1923.pdf


1. The standing up of Michael, the great prince who stands for the children
of Daniel’s people.

2. A time of trouble such as never was at which time those found written in
the book were to escape.

3. Many to awake from the dust of the earth, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt, in which connection is given a great
promise to those who cause to be wise, and who turn many to righteousness.

4. Many to run to and fro, and knowledge to be increased.

Michael the Prince

Many able and sound expositors hold that Michael is one of the names of the
Lord Jesus Christ and hence that this part of the prophecy was fulfilled by
His first coming. But the reasons that have been advanced in support of this
view do not seem to us sufficient to establish it. This prophecy makes
several references to great angelic beings, which are deeply interesting.
Thereby it appears that national destinies are in some way presided over, and
shaped, by mighty angels; and that Michael is specially charged to care for
the interests of the people of God.

Jude speaks of “Michael the archangel” as contending with the devil about the
body of Moses (Jude 9); and in (Revelation 12:7), Michael is again seen in
conflict with the devil. Paul mentions the archangel (without naming him) as
having to do with the resurrection of the saints (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

In Daniel there are three references to Michael, all in this prophecy given
by the angel who appeared to Daniel on the banks of the Tigris. The first
reference is in (Daniel 10:13,) where the angel says that the prince of the
kingdom of Persia had withstood him, but Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to his aid. Again in the same chapter (Daniel 10:20–21) are the words:
“And now I will return to fight with the prince of Persia; and when I am gone
forth, lo, the prince of Greece shall come … And there is none that holdeth
with me in these things, but Michael your prince.”

From these words it appears that the political destinies of the great heathen
nations of earth are presided over by mighty beings, who are rebels against
the authority of God, high potentates in the Kingdom of Satan. None of those
angelic beings stands for God “in these things” i.e., the affairs of the
world except Michael, the archangel. This is in accord with the words of the
Lord Jesus who speaks of the devil as “the prince of this world” (John 14:30,
etc.).

Commenting upon Daniel 10:20–21, Dr. Taylor says:

“Then resuming his former theme, the heavenly revealer
indicated that he had to return to fight again with the
Persian evil angel, and that while he was going forth for
(or continuing) that conflict, the prince of Greece would
come, and a new battle would begin with him, in which the



representative of God’s people would be left to his own
resources, with the single exception of the assistance of
Michael.

“This description of the conflicts in the spirit world
between the rival angels foreshadows the opposition
encountered by Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah and their
compatriots during the reigns of the Persian kings Darius
Hystaspes, Xerxes and Artaxerxes, and also that which, at a
later time, the descendants of the restorers of Jerusalem
met with at the hands of the Syrian representatives of the
Greek Empire. It prepares the way, therefore, for the
literal statements which follow (Chapter 11) and from which
we learn that, while the Persian kingdom lasted, the enmity
of the World power to the people of God would be largely
restrained, and the monarchs would be either positively
favourable to them, or at least indisposed to harm them. But
with the Grecian Empire, especially in one of the four
divisions into which it was to be broken up, a different
course would be pursued, and the descendants of Israel would
be reduced by it, for a season, to the most terrible
extremities.”

There is no revelation of the precise part taken by Michael, the great
prince, in the affairs of God’s people in the critical days to which this
part of the prophecy relates, that is to say, the beginning of New Testament
times; for Michael is not mentioned by name in the Gospels or Acts. But it
was a time of manifest angelic activity; and we may be sure that Michael had
a leading part in the events which were connected with the coming of Christ
into the World. Moreover, we read that “the angel of the Lord” appeared
several times to Joseph; that “the angel of the Lord” came to the shepherds
on Bethlehem’s plain, announcing the birth of the Savior; that “the angel of
the Lord” opened the prison doors, setting the apostles free (Acts 5:9), and
again released Peter from the prison, into which he had been cast by Herod
Agrippa I (Acts 12:7); that the same “angel of the Lord” smote that king upon
his throne when, upon a great public occasion, he gave not glory to God (Acts
12:23); and the same angel came to Paul at the time of the great shipwreck
with God’s message of deliverance (Acts 27:23). If this “angel of the Lord”
was Michael, then we have many instances of his “standing up,” in behalf of
the people of God “at that time.” But especially at the great crisis of
danger the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies, which was particularly and
definitely revealed to Daniel would there be need of intervention by those
celestial beings who “excel in strength,” and no doubt Michael then “stood
up” for the deliverance of Daniel’s people, even on behalf of “as many as
were found written in the book.”

It should be stated, in this connection, that the expression “written in the
book” had been known since the days of Moses (Exodus 32:32) as a figurative
description of those whom the Lord acknowledges as His own.



A Time of Trouble Such As Never Was

The prediction of “a time of trouble such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time,” is the last thing in the chain of national
events revealed in this prophecy; and in perfect agreement with it is the
well known fact that the Jewish nation came to its end with a time of
tribulation, distress and sufferings, of a severity beyond anything that was
ever heard since the world began. Of this period of unparalleled tribulation
Josephus says, in the introduction of his Wars of the Jews:

“It had come to pass that our city Jerusalem had arrived at a higher degree
of felicity than any other city under the Roman government, and yet at last
fell into the sorest of calamities again. Accordingly it appears to me that
the misfortunes of all men from the beginning of the world, if they be
compared to those of the Jews, are not so considerable as they were.”

The sufferings of the Jews had this peculiar characteristic, namely, that
they were mostly inflicted upon themselves by the warring factions within the
city, concerning whom Joseph says in another place:

“It is impossible to go distinctly over every instance of these men’s
iniquity. I shall, therefore, speak my mind here at once briefly: That
neither did any other city ever suffer such miseries, nor did any age ever
breed a generation more fruitful in wickedness than this was, from the
beginning of the world” (Wars V. 10:5).

This “great tribulation” is commonly in our day assigned to the future; and
this view was held by the present writer himself until he made a personal
study of the question. Our observations on this point, however, belong to the
second division of our subject, the Lord’s Prophecy on Mount Olivet (Matthew
24), so we will only say at present that so conclusive to our mind is the
proof that the “great tribulation” of Matthew 24:21 was the then approaching
siege of Jerusalem, that we are bound to believe that competent teachers who
relegate it to the future have never examined and weighed the evidence.

Mr. Farquharson on this point says as follows:

“Our Savior certainly referred to the tribulations attendant
on the fearful destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersion
of the Jewish people by the Roman arms under Titus; and when
we understand Daniel’s time of trouble as belonging to the
same events … then the whole of his prophecy in Chapter 12
can be easily demonstrated to have received a signal and
complete fulfillment in the Advent of Christ, in the
deliverance wrought by Him … in the awakening of men from
the death of sin … in the prophecy itself not being
understood until explained by Christ (and then not
understood by the unbelieving Jews, but understood by the
Christian converts), in the continued impenitence and
increasing wickedness of the unbelieving Jews, in the
judgments at last sent upon them in the Roman war, in the
duration of that war, and in the immediate abatement of the



sufferings attending it upon Titus getting unexpected
possession of the last strongholds of Jerusalem.”

In the last clause of the above quotation the author had in mind the words of
Christ “and except those days should be shortened there should no flesh be
saved” (Matthew 24:22), upon all of which deeply interesting matters we hope
to comment in the second part of our work.

Many Awakening Out of the Dust

The words “and many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,” etc.
are commonly taken as referring to the bodily resurrection of the dead, and
this is one reason why the entire passage is frequently relegated to the
future. But there is nothing said here about either death or resurrection. On
the other hand, it can be abundantly shown that the words “sleep” and “awake”
are common figurative expressions for the condition of those who are at first
oblivious to the truth of God, but who are aroused by a message from Him out
of that condition. Isaiah describes the people of Israel as being under the
influence of “the spirit of deep sleep” (Isaiah 29:10); and again he says,
“the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined” (Isaiah
9:2), which words are declared by the evangelist to have been fulfilled by
the personal ministry of Christ in Israel (Matthew 4:14–16). Paul paraphrases
another word of Isaiah (Isaiah 60:1) as having the meaning, “Awake thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light”
(Ephesians 5:14). And the Lord Himself declared that the era of this
spiritual awakening had come, when He said, “The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear
shall live” (John 5:25). In both these last two passages the reference is to
those who were spiritually dead, as all would agree.

The whole nation of Israel was “awakened” out of a sleep of centuries through
the ministry of John the Baptist, followed by that of the Lord Himself, and
lastly by that of the apostles and evangelists, who “preached the gospel unto
them with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” It will be observed that the
prophecy does not indicate that those who are “awakened” shall all be saved.
On the contrary, it says that for some the awakening would be “to everlasting
life” and for others “to shame and everlasting contempt.” In agreement with
this is the fact which the Gospels so clearly set forth that, although
multitudes came to John’s baptism, and “all men mused in their hearts
concerning him,” and while multitudes also followed Christ because of the
miracles done by Him, and for the sake of the loaves and fishes, yet the
outcome was that Israel was divided into two classes, those who “received
Him,” and those who “received Him not.” Thus “there was a division because of
Him.” His own words distinguish the two classes: “He that believeth on Him is
not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed on the Name of the only begotten Son of God” (John3:18).
The former class awoke to “everlasting life” (John 3:16), and the latter “to
shame and everlasting contempt” (John 3:36).

To the same effect the apostle John writes: “Nevertheless, among the chief
rulers also many believed on Him; but because of the Pharisees, they did not



confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue. For they loved the
praise of men, more than the praise of God” (John 12:42–43). These, though
awakened, refused to meet Christ’s simple conditions of salvation by
confessing Him (Matthew 10:32); therefore they awoke unto “shame,” even as He
Himself declared, when He said: “For whosoever shall be ashamed of Me, and of
My words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He shall come in His
own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26).

The next verse of the prophecy strongly confirms the view we are now
presenting; for there we have mention of the reward of those who “cause to be
wise,” and who “turn many to righteousness.” What class of persons could
possibly be meant but those who spread the truth of the gospel? There are
none others, and never will be others, who cause their fellows to be “wise”
unto salvation, and “who turn many” from sin “to righteousness.” Seeing,
therefore, that we have the awakening foretold in verse 2 connected closely
with a clear reference to those who preach the gospel of Christ, we have good
reason to conclude that the passage had its fulfillment in that great and
wonderful era of Jewish national existence, “the time of the end” thereof,
during which Christ was announced and manifested, was rejected and crucified,
was raised up and glorified, and finally was preached to the whole nation in
the power of the Holy Ghost.

The nature of the reward promised to those “who cause to be wise” and “who
turn many to righteousness” helps also to illustrate the meaning of the
passage. These are to shine as the brightness of the firmament and as the
stars forever and ever. This reminds us that the people of God are to let
their light shine before men, and that they are “the light of the world.” In
holding forth the word of life they “shine as lights in the world.” Once they
were darkness, but now are they “light in the Lord;” and their reward shall
be to shine as the stars for ever and ever; for as “one star differeth from
another star in glory, so also is the resurrection of the dead” (1
Corinthians 15:41–42).

Many Shall Run To and Fro

Various meanings have been assigned to the words “many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased.” These words bring the prophecy to an end;
and it is not difficult to see the resemblance they bear to the final words
of the first Gospel, “Go ye, teach (or make disciples of) all nations.”
Another Gospel records their obedience to this command; for it is written
that “They went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them”
(Mark 16:20).

The word “run” in Daniel 12:4 is not the usual word for the action of
running. Strong’s Concordance says it means primarily to push, hence to
travel or go about. What helps fix the meaning is that, in nearly all its
occurrences in the Bible, it is joined, as here, with the words “to and fro,”
which signify a complete covering of the ground. Thus, the prophet said to
King Asa, “The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth” (2
Chronicles 16:9). Jeremiah says, “Run ye to and fro through the streets of
Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek,” etc. (Jeremiah 5:1); and again,
“Lament, and run to and fro by the hedges” (Jeremiah 49:3). Amos says, “They



shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it”
(Amos 8:12), this being just the reverse of the Word of the Lord seeking
after them. Zechariah also has the expression, “They are the eyes of the
Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth” (Zechariah 4:10),
signifying His discerning presence in every place.

By these scriptures, therefore, it appears that the words we are considering
are most appropriate to describe that worldwide activity in spreading the
truth of the gospel which the Lord specially pressed upon His disciples, and
to which the apostle Paul refers in the words, “How shall they believe in Him
of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear without a preacher? and
how shall they preach except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings
of good things” (Romans 10:14–5, quoting Isaiah 52:7). The gospel messenger
is frequently figured as one who runs, because of the urgency of the tidings
he bears (Habakkuk 2:2–3).

And what was the purpose, and what the result of this going forth of the
disciples to every part of the world with the gospel? It was the increase of
knowledge; and certainly, in such a prophecy, it is the knowledge of the true
God that is spoken of (John 17:4; 1 Corinthians 15:34; Colossians 1:10). The
world lay in the darkness of ignorance. Paul describes those times as “the
times of this ignorance,” wherein even the cultivated Athenians erected an
altar to “the Unknown God” (Acts 17:23–30); and God Himself had said, even of
the Jews, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). Thus
we see the direct relation of the two clauses, “Many shall run to and fro,”
and “knowledge shall be increased,” and how both are clearly fulfilled in the
activities of the first gospel preachers.

As to this Mr. Farquharson remarks:

“The Divine ‘knowledge,’ which the apostles and first
Christians ran to and fro to communicate to all nations,
maintains, and ever will maintain, a lofty and
unapproachable superiority over all the knowledge that man
can discover for himself … In this way then the prediction
of Daniel was literally fulfilled. The day spring of true
knowledge from on high waited upon the footsteps of the
apostles of Christ, as they traversed the Gentile world,
dispelling darkness, and doubt and fear, and diffusing
light, and confidence and joy over every condition of human
life.”

Thus understood, the words “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased,” bring the prophecy to a most appropriate conclusion, and one that
is strictly in keeping with its announced purpose, and with its purport as a
whole; whereas, to make those words refer to the multiplication of rapidly
moving conveyances, as rail road trains, automobiles, etc., and to the spread
of “education” by means of schools, colleges, and books, is to introduce into
the prophecy an element that is incongruous, almost to the point of
absurdity.



How Long the End?

With Chapter 12:4, the long prophecy, which had proceeded without
interruption and without passing over any important event in the history of
“the latter days” of the Jewish people, comes to an end. But a remarkable
incident follows, and it affords help to the understanding of this part of
the prophecy. At this point Daniel looked and beheld two others besides the
one clothed in linen, which two were standing the one on the one side, and
the other on the other side of the bank of the river (the Tigris). And
thereupon one of these two put to the man who was clothed in linen a
question, to which evidently it was desired that special attention be paid.
Furthermore, the reply was given by the man in linen in the most solemn and
impressive manner; for in replying he held up both hands to heaven, and sware
by Him Who liveth forever. This further goes to show that we have here a
matter of exceptional importance. Let us then give special heed to it.

The question was, “How long the end of these wonders?” In quoting it thus we
have omitted the words, “shall it be to,” which the translators have
supplied, and which materially change the sense. We have seen that the
expression “the time of the end” means, not the actual termination, but the
period of time at the very end, the last stage of the entire era of the
renewed national life of Israel. Evidently it is the duration of that “time
of trouble,” spoken of in verse 1, and concerning which the Lord Himself when
on earth was so deeply distressed and grieved, as we shall point out more
particularly hereafter. It is the same period as that to which He was
referring when He said, “these be the days of vengeance that all things that
are written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:22); and again, “And except those days
be shortened there should no flesh be saved, but for the elects’ sake those
days shall be shortened” (Matthew 24:22). So it is concerning the duration of
those days of unparalleled distress for Israel that the question was asked.

Let us then note carefully the reply of the one clothed in linen, which was
in these words, “that it shall be for a time, times, and a half (or apart,
margin); and when He shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy
people, all these things shall be finished” (verse 7).

Here we have information, very clearly stated, which, if we give heed
thereto, will make perfectly plain to us the time when this entire prophecy
was to be fulfilled. For the celestial messenger, in answering the question,
made known first what would be the duration of the closing period of “trouble
such as never was,” and second what was to be the end of the whole series of
events, “all these things,” predicted in the entire prophecy. The words are
clear and precise. They tell us that the last act of all was to be the
scattering of the power of the holy people, and that when God had
accomplished that, and then would “all these things be finished.” To the same
effect are the words of Christ, Who, in telling His disciples what the very
end of those “days of vengeance” would be, said that “they shall be led away
captive into all nations” (Luke 21:24).

This makes it certain that the entire prophecy spoken to Daniel by the one
clothed in linen, including the time of trouble such as never was, and the
awakening of many from the dust of the earth, was fulfilled at and prior to



the destruction of Jerusalem, and the scattering of the power of the holy
people by the Romans in A.D. 70. It also affords substantial help in
understanding the Lord’s discourse on Mount Olivet, to which we will shortly
come.

A Time, Times and A Part

But before the scattering of the holy people a judgment which Moses had
predicted (see Deuteronomy 28:49–68, and particularly the words, “And the
Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even
to the other,” verse 64) a certain period of extreme distress, “the days of
vengeance,” was to run. This is given by the angel as “a time, times, and a
part,” which is understood by nearly all expositors to be three full years
and a part (not necessarily the half) of a fourth. But no event was mentioned
from which this era of three years and a fraction was to run. So Daniel says,
“I heard, but I understood not;” and therefore he asks, “What shall be the
end of these things?” (Daniel 12:6)

In replying to this question the one clothed in linen gave information
additional to that asked for; but we will notice first what he said in direct
reply to Daniel’s question. This is found in Daniel 12:11–12) where we read:
“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth (i.e., survives, or
endures) and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.”

It is to be noted that the two measures of time here given, 1290 days and
1335 days, both fall within the period of three years and a part, given in
verse 7 as the full measure of the time of the end. This tends still further
to confirm the view that by “a time, times, and a part” is meant three full
rounds of the annual feasts of the Jews, and part of a fourth.

It will further be seen from this answer that Daniel’s question had reference
to the very last epoch of Jewish history; for it was in that very last stage
of their national existence that the daily sacrifice was caused to cease,
which was by them regarded (when it came to pass in the days of the siege of
Jerusalem, as we shall presently show) the harbinger of some dire calamity.

The Taking Away of the Daily Sacrifice

We take the marginal reading (which is the more literal) as giving the sense,
the words of the margin being “and to set up the abomination,” etc. This
reading would make the 1290 days the measure of time between the two
specified events. But we have lately seen an interpretation, based on the
text of the A.V., which makes the taking away of the daily sacrifice, and the
setting up of the abomination that maketh desolate, simultaneous events, both
governed by the preposition “from.” But this obviously leaves the verse
without meaning; for it gives a measure of time from two specified events,
without stating to what that measure brings us.



The “daily sacrifice” was the sacrifice of a lamb every morning and evening.
This was to be kept up by the children of Israel throughout all their
generations, and a special promise was given upon condition that this
offering be continued (Exodus 29:38–45). (It should be observed that the
causing of the sacrifice and oblation to cease, as foretold in Daniel 9:27,
is a very different thing.)

Now, as a matter of historic fact, the daily sacrifice was taken away during
the siege of Jerusalem; and this was counted by the Jews an event of such
importance, and such a portent of approaching disaster, that Josephus has
recorded the very date on which it occurred, saying:

“And now Titus gave orders to his soldiers that were with him to dig up the
foundations of the tower of Antonia, and make a ready passage for his army to
come up, while he himself had Josephus brought to him; for he had been
informed that, on that very day, which was the seventeenth day of Panemus,
the sacrifice called ‘the daily sacrifice’ had failed, and had not been
offered to God for want of men to offer it; and that the people were
grievously troubled at it” (Wars, VI. 2.1.).

The Roman army, which, by comparison of the Lord’s words in (Matthew 24:15–16
Luke 21: 20–21,) is clearly seen to be “the abomination which maketh
desolate,” encompassed Jerusalem before the failure of the daily sacrifice;
whereas it might appear from the wording of the prophecy that those events
occurred in the reverse order. But Mr. Farquharson shows that “there is
nothing whatever in the verbs of the sentence to indicate which of the events
should precede the other; the interval of time between them only is
expressed.”

The first approach of the Roman armies under Cestius is described by Josephus
in his book of Wars, II17, 10. This was in the month corresponding to our
November, A.D. 66. The taking away of the daily sacrifice was in the month
Panemus, corresponding to the Hebrew Tammuz, and our July, A.D. 70 (Hartwell
Horne’s Chronological Table). Thus the measure of time between the two events
was three years, and part of a fourth.

But more than this: the measure 1290 days is exactly 43 great months (30 days
each, according to the Hebrew method of reckoning), and inasmuch as their
practice was to reckon by even weeks, months, and years the fulfillment of
this part of the prophecy is seen in the fact that it is just 43 even months
between the two events, ignoring the parts of the two months in which the
events severally occurred.

In verse 12 those are pronounced “blessed,” or happy, who survive a further
period of 45 days, and thus come to the 1335 days. In correspondence with
this is the recorded fact that, about a month and a half after the daily
sacrifice failed, the siege was ended by Titus’ getting sudden and unexpected
possession of the upper city, the last stronghold of the besieged. This last
action took place, according to Josephus, the seventh day of the Hebrew month
Elul, answering to our September; so that the further duration of the siege
after the failure of the daily sacrifice was approximately one month and a
half (Wars, VI 8, 4, 5).



That those days were “shortened” (as the Lord had promised) by some Divine
interference, is indicated by the abrupt and unexpected manner in which the
last stronghold fell. Josephus tells how the “tyrants” (the dominant faction
in the city):

“Did now wholly deprive themselves of the security they had in their own
power, and came down from those very towers of their own accord, wherein they
could never have been taken by force. … They left those towers of themselves;
or rather they were ejected out of them by God Himself … The Romans, when
they had gotten on the last wall without any bloodshed, could hardly believe
what they found to be true” (ibid).

As regards the promised blessing of verse 12 (Daniel 12:12), it may be
observed that Titus immediately extended clemency to the survivors and he set
free those who had been bound by the tyrants (Wars, VI, 9, 1).

But we agree with Farquharson that blessing of a higher sort is here
intended. For we would recall words of like import spoken by the Lord when,
referring to the same period of unequaled distress, He said, “But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). As to
this Mr. Farquharson says:

“Unquestionably this is His promise to the faithful and
persevering and obedient in all ages of His Church; but, as
being comprehended in His prediction of the destruction of
Jerusalem, it has special reference to those who should
endure under the trials peculiar to the last great war, in
which that city was to be trodden down. Those trials, He
intimated, would be very severe. He said, ‘There shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.’”

But to those who should endure all those trials there was the assurance of
special blessing.

In concluding our comments under this heading we would observe that, in
Daniel’s deep concern regarding this time of “the end,” as to which he
inquired with such anxiety, we see a further and a convincing reason for the
view that the period in question was that of the unparalleled calamities
which were to accompany the extinction of his nation and the destruction of
the beloved city, as foretold also in the preceding prophecy of the Seventy
Weeks. It is most unlikely that Daniel would have evinced such concern
regarding the end of some far off Gentile dispensation characterized by the
wide diffusion of secular knowledge, and by the many automobiles and other
swiftly moving conveyances of this present time. Daniel had the spirit of the
Lord Himself in showing acute sorrow because of the unequaled distresses
which were to befall his people and their holy city and temple.

The Period of Three And A Half Years

In commenting upon the period of three and a half years, and upon the various



theories to which it has given rise, Dr. Taylor says:

“We cannot pass this note of number without remarking on the
singular coincidences presented by its frequent occurrence
both in history and prophecy. The drought in the days of
Elijah lasted three years and six months. The little horn
which appeared on the head of the fourth beast was to have
the saints given into his hands ‘until a time, and times,
and the dividing of time.’ The public ministry of the
Messiah was to continue for half a week (or heptad) of
years; that is, for three years and a half. His Gospel was
to be preached to the Jews after His ascension for another
half heptad before it was proclaimed to the Gentiles. Then,
in the Book of Revelation, it is said that the woman shall
be nourished in the wilderness ‘for a time and times and a
half a time,’ and that the holy city should be trodden under
foot forty and two months, which are three and a half
years.1 “Now all these are marvelous coincidences, and they
point to the existence of some hidden harmony which has not
yet been discovered. I might add that three and a half is
the half of the number seven, which (found in the week) has
been recognized as the symbol of completeness. The sacred
lamp has seven branches; the seventh was the Sabbatic year;
and at the end of seven sevens came the Jubilee. So also the
seventy years of the captivity were made the basis of the
seven seventies of years which were to run their course from
the time when the edict to rebuild Jerusalem went forth
until the appearance of the Messiah upon the earth. I do not
know what to make of all this. I frankly acknowledge that it
baffles me to find a reason for it. I merely state the fact,
and leave you to ponder it for yourselves, that you may
learn how much there is, not only in prophecy, but also in
history, which lies beyond our ken …

“If any choose to regard all this as being not only
applicable to Antiochus, but also through him, as typical of
the New Testament Antichrist, and should take the days of
the history of the one for years in the history of the
other, I have only to say that I find nothing, either here
or in the New Testament, to sanction such a procedure. For
me, the interpretation which I have endeavored to give is
sufficient. They who go further leave the domain of
certainty for that of speculation, and the very number of
their conflicting opinions is a warning to every expositor
not to venture beyond his depth into these dark waters. For
myself, I am content to stand upon the shore and wait, like
him to whom were first addressed these reassuring words, ‘Go
thy way; for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the
end of the days.’”

1 Also God’s two witnesses (Revelation 11:3) are to prophecy a thousand two



hundred and threescore days (the same period stated in terms of days): and of
the ten-horned Beast it is said that power would be given unto him to
continue forty and two months. (Revelation 13:5.)

Daniel 11:21-45 Explained in the Light
of History

To correctly interpret Bible prophecy, we much have a good knowledge of
history lest we think a fulfilled prophecy is yet to be fulfilled in the
future.

The 70th Week of Daniel – Fulfilled
2000 Years Ago

In January 1971, thanks to the ministry of a Christian group called the
Navigators, I came to know Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. The Navigators
fed me with the milk of the Word of God. As an organization they didn’t get
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into eschatology. Their motto was and still is, “To know Christ and make Him
known.” I think this is indeed a worthy motto to live ones life by as a
Christian! I was in the U.S. Air Force at the time. My Navigator buddy and I
would go door to door in the barracks and talk to young airmen about Christ.
Most of them were willing to talk. Most of them were single and had a lot of
time on their hands when not performing their military duties. I know that
was true of me, only 21 years old then.

From 1974 after I was discharged from the Air Force, I began to fellowship
with other believers, Christians who had more of an emphasis on Endtime
doctrines, eschatology, the science of last things. It was then I studied the
prophecies of Daniel, specifically Daniel chapter 2 and 7-12. I learned about
the 70 Weeks of Daniel.

Daniel 9:24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy,
and to anoint the most Holy.

I was told this was a Messianic prophecy except for the final week which is
about the Antichrist making a treaty with the Jews and world religions, some
kind of peace pact with the Muslims, in order to rebuild the Temple of
Solomon to resume animal sacrifices for the Jewish religion. I was told that
the Antichrist would after three and a half years decide to break his treaty,
enter the Temple, and declare himself to be god!

There are variations of this scenario. Some believe that Christians will be
raptured out before the Antichrist rises, others believe we will be raptured
at the midway 3.5 year point, and still others believe the rapture won’t come
till the very end of the tribulation just before the Wrath of God descends.
The latter is what I used to believe. This is what the pastor who I loved
used to teach. Why should I doubt it? I didn’t learn a different view of the
70th Week of Daniel until 40 years later.

It was on December 13th, 2014, after 40 some years of study of eschatology,
that I finally realized the 70th Week of Daniel is not part of the Endtime
scenario!

Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built
again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city



and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the
end of the war desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for
the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

The “he” of verse 27 has been interpreted by most fundamental Bible teachers
as being the Antichrist and the “covenant” as some kind of Endtime religious
agreement the Antichrist makes with the various religions of the world to
ensure world peace. But a pronoun is only understood when the noun or name of
the person is first identified. That name is clearly written in verses 25 and
26 as “Messiah”! It is Jesus Christ who confirmed the Covenant, and that
Covenant was the Covenant God made with Abraham! This is the very same
Covenant in verse 4 of the same chapter of Daniel 9!

Daniel 9:4 ¶And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping
the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep
his commandments;

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul clearly says that Covenant was
confirmed by Christ!

Galatians 3:17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was
confirmed before of God in Christ,…

Why would Christians today believe the 70th Week of Daniel is something that
will be fulfilled in the Endtime? I’ll tell you why: It was a false doctrine
planted into the Church by a Jesuit named Francisco Ribera to get the
Protestants’ eyes off the Pope as being the Antichrist! It is one of the
doctrines of Futurism as opposed to Historism. Allow me to paraphrase and
simplify the teaching from http://www.champs-of-truth.com/books/3schools.htm

There are three methods of interpreting prophecy –the Praeterist, the
Futurist and the Historical (or continuous).

The Praeterist maintains that the prophecies in Revelation (and Daniel)
have already been fulfilled.

The Futurist interpreters refer to events which are yet to come.

The Historical or Continuous expositors believe the Revelation a
progressive history of the church from the first century to the end of
time.

So great a hold did the conviction that the Papacy was the Antichrist
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gain upon the minds of men (who held the historicist view), that Rome at
last saw she must bestir herself, and try, by putting forth other systems
of interpretation, to counteract the identification of the Papacy with
the Antichrist.

Accordingly, toward the close of the century of the Reformation, two of
the most learned (Jesuit) doctors set themselves to the task, each
endeavoring by different means to accomplish the same end, namely, that
of diverting men’s minds from perceiving the fulfillment of the
prophecies of the Antichrist in the papal system. The Jesuit Alcazar
devoted himself to bring into prominence the preterist method of
interpretation,…and thus endeavored to show that the prophecies of
Antichrist were fulfilled before the popes ever ruled in Rome, and
therefore could not apply to the Papacy.

“On the other hand, the Jesuit Ribera tried to set aside the application
of these prophecies to the papal power by bringing out the futurist
system, which asserts that these prophecies refer properly, not to the
career of the Papacy, but to some future supernatural individual, who is
yet to appear, and continue in power for three and a half years. Thus, as
Alford says, the Jesuit Ribera, about A.D. 1580, may be regarded as the
founder of the futurist system of modern times.

…It is a matter for deep regret that those who advocate the futurist
system at the present day, Protestants as they are for the most part, are
really playing into the hands of Rome, and helping to screen the Papacy
from detection as the Antichrist.” Rev. Joseph Tanner, Daniel and the
Revelation, pp. 16, 17.

I learned about Jesuit Ribera and his Futurist view from 2 or 3 years before
the final revelation on December 13, 2014, and I knew the reason he created
this view was to get people’s eyes off of the Pope and the Papacy as being
Antichrist, but until December 13, 2014 for some reason, I never connected it
to the 70th Week of Daniel. It was thanks to my new friends, Michael Adams,
Walt Stickel, and especially to David Nikao’s article, “The 70th Week Of
Daniel Prince Deception” that opened my eyes to the truth!

Because Jesus fulfilled the 70th Week of Daniel, several things I’ve held as
truth about the last 7 years before Jesus returns fall flat.

There is no more need for a rebuilt Temple of Solomon and the Antichrist
desecrating it.
There is no more need for the Antichrist to make some kind of 7 year
religious covenant, pact or agreement.
There is no more need for a 7 year final reign of the Antichrist with
3.5 years of tribulation after he breaks the so called covenant.

Wow! What a difference from my former mindset!

Christians have already had two thousand years of tribulation ever since the
stoning of Stephen in Acts chapter 7! The Devil has always tried to kill
God’s children from the time of Cain killing Abel!
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Christians have always lived in the time of Antichrist. First John 2:18 makes
that very clear.

1 John 2:18 ¶Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

The Abomination of Desolation
Update on Dec. 19th, 2014: Today I saw something for the first time in the
Word that thrills me to pieces! If we compare the 3 synoptic Gospels of
Matthew Mark and Luke which talks about the “the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate” of Daniel 9:27, Luke clearly
identifies what the Abomination of Desolation is!

Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let
him understand:)

Mark 13:14 ¶But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth
understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:

Luke 21:20 ¶And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh.

Luke chapter 21 is talking about the exact same events as Matthew 24 and Mark
13. The abomination was the Roman army (abomination to the Jews) and the
desolation was what the Roman army did to Jerusalem! God’s very Word tells us
exactly what the abomination of desolation is!

I hear that it was only the Christians in Jerusalem who escaped the wrath of
the Romans in 70 A.D. when the Roman Army destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple.
Why were the Christians the only ones who fled from Jerusalem and Judaea?
Because they heeded Jesus’ warning written in Luke 21:21, and fled into the
mountains! “then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:” — Luke
21:21. Notice it says “Judaea”? I never saw the meaning of this verse so
clearly before!

A big thank you to David Nikao who pointed this out to me in his article The
Abomination Of Desolation Deception

I now see the Endtime scenario as a world getting more and more darker in
deception. It’s pretty dark now considering that evangelical Christians think
the person who confirms the covenant with many for one week is the Antichrist
when it’s actually Jesus Christ! Talk about delusion! And folks, it
originated from a Jesuit by the name of Francesco Ribera circa 1580 a.d. See
also http://amazingdiscoveries.org/RT_encyclopedia_Futurism_Jesuit_Ribera

The information on this page may be hard for a Christian to accept without
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knowing more background information. A really great article that
encapusulates all the important information you need to know is The Evil
Empire of Jesuit Futurism If that link ever gets broken, here is a text file
you can download.

The Timeline of Daniel 9:24-27
Illustrated

This meme is courtesy of David Nikao Wilcoxson 70thweekofdaniel.com

For much more articles about the 70th Week of Daniel:

The 70th Week of Daniel Delusion
Daniel 9:27 Grossly Mistranslated in Modern English Bible Translations
What is “The Covenant” of the Book of Daniel?
Daniel 9:27 – The Most Misinterpreted Prophecy in the Bible!
What early Protestants had to say about the 70th Week of Daniel
What John Nelson Darby Taught About Daniel 9 vs. Prominent Bible
Commentators
Comparison of the top 7 Popular Bible translations of Daniel 9 verses 4
and 27 to the KJV
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Junkyard Theology

A new email friend shared this with me:

“Junkyard is a cautionary story of what will happen to some preachers near
the end of the tribulation.” — from the Youtube page about the video clip
below.

This is a fictional story about two men who meet each other in an automobile
junkyard. The scene is set after a great catastrophic event has taken place
during which 2,000,000,000 people have been killed. The implication is strong
that this occurred during the Great Tribulation period of most evangelical
and charismatic Christians today believe will happen during the last 7 years
just before Jesus will return. The Antichrist has been revealed, and Jesus
has not returned to take away the Believers before the Great Tribulation!.
The man who entered the junkyard learns that the other man living in the
junkyard is a famous preacher who was teaching that Jesus will return before
the Great Tribulation! He accuses him of lying from the pulpit. Of course the
preacher wasn’t intentionally lying, he was merely repeating the lies he
learned from other preachers who got them from the Scofield Bible which C.I.
Scolfield wrote the footnotes from inspiration of the teaching of John Nelson
Darby. And guess who Darby ultimately got his inspiration from? The DEVIL’s
people, Jesuit priests!!

The Bible in Matthew 24:29-31 very clearly states that God’s Elect — the true
Church — the saved in Jesus Christ, Yeshua Ha-Mashiach, will be gathered
together by the Lord’s angels AFTER the Great Tribulation.

Matthew 24:29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
shall be shaken:
30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and
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then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.
31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.

Update

When I first posted Junkyard Theology several years ago, I was still a
follower of the school of Bible prophecy interpretation known as Futurism.
The other two schools of Bible prophecy interpretation are called Preterism
and Historicism. You can read about it on this website: Preterism, Futurism,
Historicism – 3 Schools of Interpretation of Bible Prophecy.

I came to hold the Historicism view of interpretation of Bible prophecy as
the correct one and no longer believe in a final seven year scenario of the
Antichrist rule on earth. The Antichrist HAS been ruling since the end of the
Roman Empire and the beginning of the Roman Catholic Church through the
Popes. It’s now called the “Holy See” which has infiltrated all the major and
powerful nations of the earth!

The Church has already gone through centuries of tribulation which continues
to this very day! Hundreds if not thousands of Christians in Africa have been
killed in recent years. Jesus did not spare them from death. God has not
promised to save all His children from death and persecution.

John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world.

Daniel 9:27 Grossly Mistranslated in
Modern English Bible Translations
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This class is for students of Bible prophecy, and especially of prophecy
about the Endtime.

I used to believe that Daniel 9:27 will be fulfilled by the Antichrist being
processed by Satan during a final 7 year reign on earth just before the
return of Jesus Christ. Imagine my surprise to learn Daniel 9:27 was
considered a Messianic prophecy by all Protestant Christians before the 19th
century! They believed it was fulfilled by Jesus Christ 2000 years ago! I
came to this realization from December 2014 after holding the popular but
mistaken interpretation for 40 years. It was thanks to a dear brother in
Christ, David Nikao, who opened my eyes by his website:
http://70thweekofdaniel.com/

King James Bible (KJV)

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the
desolate.

KJV Daniel 9:27 included with my comments in parentheses:

And he (Jesus Christ) shall confirm (not make but confirm the Covenant
that already existed) the (definite article) covenant (the Covenant God
made with Abraham) with many (people of Israel) for one week (seven
years): and in the midst of the week (at the 3 1/2 year point when Jesus
was crucified) he (Jesus) shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to
cease, (cease animal sacrifices for sin because Jesus the Lamb of God
became the ultimate sacrifice. The second half of the 7 year Covenant or 3
1/2 year period was the ministry of the Apostles to the Jews up to the
stoning of Stephen and the calling of Paul to give the Gospel to the
Gentiles.) and for the overspreading of abominations (the invasion of
Jerusalem by the Roman Army) he (Jesus, through General Titus) shall make
it desolate (destroy Jerusalem and the Temple, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (the
Jews, Jerusalem and their Temple, i.e. the destruction of Jerusalem and
the Temple 40 years later by the Roman Army which was an abomination to
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the Jews and which desolated Jerusalem and the Temple.)

I hope you see clearly the second half of Daniel 9:27 is talking about the
destruction of the Temple of Solomon and Jerusalem. This is also what Jesus
was talking about in Matthew 25:15,16

15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him
understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

The “abomination of desolation was not some idol the Antichrist plants in a
third future Temple of Solomon which is what nearly all evangelicals today
believe, it was the Roman army’s attack of the city of Jerusalem which
resulted in the desolation of that city, the destruction of the Temple of
Solomon, and the death of over one million Jews. The Bible is its own best
commentator. Luke who wrote the Gospel of Luke tells us clearly what exactly
the Abomination of Desolation is!

Luke 21:20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh.

I submit therefore as Luke unequivocally states, the Abomination of
Desolation was the Roman Army which destroyed and desolated both Jerusalem
and the Temple. This was fulfilled in 70 A.D. When you understand this, you
will see why “let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains” makes
perfect sense! Jesus was talking to the Jews of His time, NOT us! You will
also understand what Matthew 24:34 means.

Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these
things be fulfilled.

Which generation? The generation of the people Jesus was talking to when
sitting at the foot of the Temple! Its destruction was 40 years later, and
most of them would be alive. The attack on Jerusalem by the Roman Army was
the Great Tribulation Jesus was talking about! But due to a twisted
interpretation of Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24, many evangelicals today believe
the generation Jesus is talking about are the baby boomers who were born
around the time of the creation of the State of Israel by the antichrist
United Nations in 1948. This is what I call Endtime delusion!

Now let’s compare the King James version translation of Daniel 9:27 to modern
translations:

New International Version

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the
‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he
will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is
decreed is poured out on him.”

Notice it says “a covenant” rather than “the covenant”. This denotes
something not specifically talked about previously. In the KJV, “the” is used
to show this covenant already existed from years past and is not something in



the future. The covenant is referring to the covenant God made with Abraham
which Daniel talks about in verse 4 of Daniel 9:

And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them
that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;

Also, the KJV does not say, “at the temple he will set up an abomination”.
The NIV translation of that verse is itself an abomination!! It sounds as if
the translators were thinking of Daniel 11:31 when they translated that
verse:

And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of
strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place
the abomination that maketh desolate.

I submit to you that the events of Daniel 11:31 and Daniel 9:27 are two
different events! Daniel 11:31 is talking about Antiochus IV placing an image
of Zeus in the Temple of Solomon.

Antiochus IV’s army desecrated the Temple and stopped the daily
sacrifices. On the 15th of Kislev, in December 168 BCE, the Syrians
built a pagan altar over the altar of burnt offering in the Temple
and placed an image of Zeus Olympius upon it. Ten days later, on
the 25th of Kislev, swine’s flesh was offered on the altar to Zeus.

Please see
http://www.herealittletherealittle.net/index.cfm?page_name=Daniel11 to read
the true historical fulfillment of Daniel chapter 11.

New Living Translation

The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of
seven, but after half this time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and
offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a
sacrilegious object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for
this defiler is finally poured out on him.”

See the difference between this and the KJV? “a treaty” “set up a
sacrilegious object”

English Standard Version

And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half
of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing
of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end
is poured out on the desolator.”

Note the indefinite article a used before strong covenant. Moreover, “for
half of the week” is not the same meaning as “in the midst of the week” which
is what the KJV says.

http://www.herealittletherealittle.net/index.cfm?page_name=Daniel11


Good News Translation

That ruler will have a firm agreement with many people for seven years,
and when half this time is past, he will put an end to sacrifices and
offerings. The Awful Horror will be placed on the highest point of the
Temple and will remain there until the one who put it there meets the end
which God has prepared for him.”

“The Awful Horror will be placed on the highest point of the Temple”? Where
do they get this from?

English Revised Version

And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and for the half
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and
upon the wing of abominations shall come one that maketh desolate; and
even unto the consummation, and that determined, shall wrath be poured out
upon the desolator.

“and for the half of the week” is not the same meaning as “in the midst of
the week”.

Young’s Literal Translation

And he hath strengthened a covenant with many — one week, and in the midst
of the week he causeth sacrifice and present to cease, and by the wing of
abominations he is making desolate, even till the consummation, and that
which is determined is poured on the desolate one.’

“strengthen a covenant” is not the same thing as “confirm the covenant”.

I value the King James Version above other English versions except for the
Geneva Bible which is nearly the same and has great notes that clearly
teaches the correct interpretation of Daniel 9 and Matthew 24.

Daniel 9:27 1599 Geneva Bible (GNV)

And he [a]shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to
[b]cease, [c]and for the overspreading of the abominations, he shall make it
desolate, even until the consummation determined shall be poured upon the
desolate.

Footnotes:

Daniel 9:27 By the preaching of the Gospel he confirmed his promise,a.
first to the Jews, and after to the Gentiles.
Daniel 9:27 Christ accomplished this by his death and resurrection.b.
Daniel 9:27 Meaning, that Jerusalem and the Sanctuary should be utterlyc.
destroyed for their rebellion against God, and their idolatry: or as
some read, that the plague shall be so great, that they shall be all
astonied at them.



 

Wow! Is that clear as a bell or what? The footnotes of the Geneva Bible
confirm what I am trying to teach in this article, namely Daniel 9:27 was
fulfilled by Jesus Christ, not a future Antichrist, and that this is what the
early Protestants believed and taught.

I really wonder sometimes about the motivation of King James in creating
another English translation of the Bible in the year 1611. He didn’t like the
commentaries in the footnotes in the Geneva Bible. He thought some of the
commentaries challenged his authority as king. What if the KJV was never
translated and the English speaking world continued to use the Geneva Bible?
I dare say if English speaking Christians stuck with the Geneva Bible, they
would not have followed the false doctrines of Dispensationalism created by
John Nelson Darby, they would not be supporting the State of Israel, they
would not believe in a rapture of the saints before a great tribulation
period, they would not be expecting a rebuilt 3rd Temple of Solomon in the
Endtime, and they would absolutely KNOW who the Antichrist is — the Pope who
stands in the midst of the Temple — the Church — and proclaims he is the
successor of Christ and without him, the Pope, you cannot be saved.

I submit to you the reason for all the bad modern translations of Daniel 9:27
is part of the “Counter Reformation” which is a Jesuit plot to undo the
Protestant Reformation. The Jesuits aim was to get Christians’ eyes off the
Pope as the biblical Antichrist! Did it work? What do you think?

The Timeline of Daniel 9:24-27
Illustrated

This meme is courtesy of David Nikao Wilcoxson 70thweekofdaniel.com
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The Hidden Dangers of the Rainbow –
The New Age Movement and Our Coming
Age of Barbarism

New Age Religion is exposed to be the Devil’s paganism.

The 70th Week of Daniel Delusion

{Originally posted in December, 2014)

It was on December 13th, 2014, after 40 some years of study of eschatology,
that I finally realized the 70th Week of Daniel is not part of the Endtime
scenario! I am talking about Daniel 9:24-27 and especially the interpretation
of verse 27.

Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and
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to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built
again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the
end of the war desolations are determined.

27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until
the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

The “he” of verse 27 has been interpreted by most fundamental Bible teachers
as being the Antichrist and the “covenant” as some kind of Endtime religious
agreement the Antichrist makes with the various religions of the world to
ensure world peace. But a pronoun is only understood when the noun or name of
the person is first identified. That name is clearly written in verses 25 and
26 as “Messiah”! It is Jesus Christ who confirmed the Covenant, and that
Covenant was the Covenant God made with Abraham! This is the very same
Covenant in verse 4 of the same chapter of Daniel 9!

Daniel 9:4  ¶And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping
the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep
his commandments;

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul clearly says that Covenant was
confirmed by Christ!

Galatians 3:17  And this I say, that the covenant, that was
confirmed before of God in Christ,…

Why would Christians today believe the 70th Week of Daniel is something that
will be fulfilled in the Endtime? I’ll tell you why: It was a false doctrine
planted into the Church by a Jesuit named Francisco Ribera to get the
Protestants’ eyes off the Pope as being the Antichrist! It is one of the
doctrines of Futurism as opposed to Historism. Allow me to paraphrase and
simplify the teaching from http://www.champs-of-truth.com/books/3schools.htm

There are three methods of interpreting prophecy –the Praeterist, the
Futurist and the Historical (or continuous).

The Praeterist maintains that the prophecies in Revelation (and Daniel)

http://www.champs-of-truth.com/books/3schools.htm


have already been fulfilled.

The Futurist interpreters refer to events which are yet to come.

The Historical or Continuous expositors believe the Revelation a
progressive history of the church from the first century to the end of
time.

So great a hold did the conviction that the Papacy was the Antichrist
gain upon the minds of men (who held the historicist view), that Rome at
last saw she must bestir herself, and try, by putting forth other systems
of interpretation, to counteract the identification of the Papacy with
the Antichrist.

Accordingly, toward the close of the century of the Reformation, two of
the most learned (Jesuit) doctors set themselves to the task, each
endeavoring by different means to accomplish the same end, namely, that
of diverting men’s minds from perceiving the fulfillment of the
prophecies of the Antichrist in the papal system. The Jesuit Alcazar
devoted himself to bring into prominence the preterist method of
interpretation,…and thus endeavored to show that the prophecies of
Antichrist were fulfilled before the popes ever ruled in Rome, and
therefore could not apply to the Papacy.

“On the other hand, the Jesuit Ribera tried to set aside the application
of these prophecies to the papal power by bringing out the futurist
system, which asserts that these prophecies refer properly, not to the
career of the Papacy, but to some future supernatural individual, who is
yet to appear, and continue in power for three and a half years. Thus, as
Alford says, the Jesuit Ribera, about A.D. 1580, may be regarded as the
founder of the futurist system of modern times.

…It is a matter for deep regret that those who advocate the futurist
system at the present day, Protestants as they are for the most part, are
really playing into the hands of Rome, and helping to screen the Papacy
from detection as the Antichrist.” Rev. Joseph Tanner, Daniel and the
Revelation, pp. 16, 17.

I learned about Jesuit Ribera and his Futurist view from 2 or 3 years before
the final revelation on December 13, 2014, and I knew the reason he created
this view was to get people’s eyes off of the Pope and the Papacy as being
Antichrist, but until December 13, 2014 for some reason, I never connected it
to the 70th Week of Daniel. It was thanks to my new friends, Michael Adams,
Walt Stickel, and especially to David Nikao’s article, “The 70th Week Of
Daniel Prince Deception” that opened my eyes to the truth!

Because Jesus fulfilled the 70th Week of Daniel, several things I’ve held as
truth about the last 7 years before Jesus returns fall flat.

There is no more need for a rebuilt Temple of Solomon and the Antichrist
desecrating it.
There is no more need for the Antichrist to make some kind of 7 year
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religious covenant, pact or agreement.
There is no more need for a 7 year final reign of the Antichrist with
3.5 years of tribulation after he breaks the so called covenant.

Wow! What a difference from my former mindset!

Christians have already had two thousand years of tribulation ever since the
stoning of Stephen in Acts chapter 7! The Devil has always tried to kill
God’s children from the time of Cain killing Abel!

Christians have always lived in the time of Antichrist. First John 2:18 makes
that very clear.

1 John 2:18  ¶Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

The Abomination of Desolation
Update on Dec. 19th, 2014: Today I saw something for the first time in the
Word that thrills me to pieces! If we compare the 3 synoptic Gospels of
Matthew Mark and Luke which talks about the “the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate” of Daniel 9:27, Luke clearly
identifies what the Abomination of Desolation is!

Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let
him understand:)

Mark 13:14 ¶But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth
understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:

Luke 21:20 ¶And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh.

Luke chapter 21 is talking about the exact same events as Matthew 24 and Mark
13. The abomination was the Roman army (abomination to the Jews) and the
desolation was what the Roman army did to Jerusalem! God’s very Word tells us
exactly what the abomination of desolation is!

I hear that it was only the Christians in Jerusalem who escaped the wrath of
the Romans in 70 A.D. when the Roman Army destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple.
Why were the Christians the only ones who fled from Jerusalem and Judaea?
Because they heeded Jesus’ warning written in Luke 21:21, and fled into the
mountains! “then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:” — Luke
21:21. Notice it says “Judaea”? I never saw the meaning of this verse so
clearly before!

A big thank you to David Nikao who pointed this out to me in his article The
Abomination Of Desolation Deception
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I now see the Endtime scenario as a world getting more and more darker in
deception. It’s pretty dark now considering that evangelical Christians think
the person who confirms the covenant with many for one week is the Antichrist
when it’s actually Jesus Christ! Talk about delusion! And folks, it
originated from a Jesuit by the name of Francesco Ribera circa 1580 a.d. See
also http://amazingdiscoveries.org/RT_encyclopedia_Futurism_Jesuit_Ribera

The information on this page may be hard for a Christian to accept without
knowing more background information. A really great article that
encapusulates all the important information you need to know is The Evil
Empire of Jesuit Futurism If that link ever gets broken, here is a text file
you can download.

Oh my oh my! I think I been hearing incorrect teaching for 40 some years. I
still do not believe my pastor David Berg was purposely trying to deceive me.
He was the leader of the REVOLUTION FOR JESUS in America, which was also
known as the Children of God. No matter what you have heard about David Berg
or the Children of God, later known as “The Family”, now called “The Family
International” (TFI), I can testify as a member of TFI that we have NEVER
acknowledged the Roman Pontiff as our supreme leader. My leader is Jesus
Christ of the King James Version of the New Testament, the Word of God who
became flesh.

John 1:1  ¶In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth.

The Timeline of Daniel 9:24-27
Illustrated
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For much more information about the true meaning of the 70th Week of Daniel,
please see The 70th Week of Daniel Deception.

What John Nelson Darby Taught About
Daniel 9 vs. Prominent Bible
Commentators

John Nelson Darby.
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John Nelson Darby (18 November 1800 – 29 April 1882) was an Anglo-Irish Bible
teacher, one of the influential figures among the original Plymouth Brethren
and the founder of the Exclusive Brethren. He is considered to be the father
of modern Dispensationalism and Futurism (“the Rapture” in the English
vernacular). (Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Nelson_Darby)

The correct interpretation of Daniel chapter 9 and especially verse 27 is
extremely important because it is the ‘linchpin’ of all Bible prophecy and
determines whether you have either a futurism interpretation or a historicist
interpretation of Endtime Bible prophecy. This article proves from Darby’s
own words he had a futurism interpretation of Daniel 9:27 which was contrary
to the standard historist interpretation of his contemporaries and those
before him. In other words, Protestants before Darby did NOT interpret Daniel
9:27 the way he did. They held to the historist view. And what is the
historist view of Daniel 9:27? It’s a Messianic prophecy, a prophecy already
fulfilled by Jesus Christ! It’s not a futurist prophecy to be fulfilled by a
Endtime Antichrist!

All Bible Scriptures quoted in this article are from the King James Version.
All emphasis in italics or bold are mine.

Quotes from John Darby’s Synopsis of Daniel 9 taken from
christianity.com

The prince that shall come confirms a covenant with the mass of the
Jews. (The form of the word many indicates the mass of the people).
This is the first thing that characterises the week; the Jews form
an alliance with the head, at that day, of the people who had
formerly overthrown their city and their sanctuary. They form an
alliance with the head of the Roman Empire.

Darby is referring to the covenant of Daniel 9:27. Notice how he refers to
the covenant as an alliance? And Darby calls the “prince” of Daniel 9 the
head of the Roman Empire though faithful men of God taught the prince is the
Messiah. This is not reading what the Word says, but adding one’s subjective
thoughts to the Word.

But there remained one week yet unaccomplished with this faithless
and perverse, but yet beloved, race, before their iniquity should
be pardoned, and everlasting righteousness brought in, and the
vision and the prophecy closed by their fulfilment. This week
should be distinguished by a covenant which the prince or leader
would make with the Jewish people (with the exception of the
remnant), and then by the compulsory cessation of their worship
through the intervention of this prince.

Again Darby uses the indefinite article for covenant though the popular Bible

http://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=drby&b=27&c=9


of his time, the KJV, uses the definite article, the covenant. And Darby does
not clarify the “prince or leader” he is referring to is in fact Jesus
Christ! He is referring to an unknown man in the future which most
evangelicals today interpret as the Antichrist. That is why Darby is called
the father of Futurism. My friends, this is not how Protestants used to
interpret Daniel 9:27.

What the passage tells us is this: first, the prince, the head that
is of the Roman empire, in the latter days makes a covenant
referring to one whole week;

Darby again is referring to someone in the future, “in the latter days” and
again says “a covenant”. As you will see in this article, Protestants before
him knew exactly what the covenant was and why the KJV version of the Bible
in Daniel 9 uses the definite article, “the covenant”, and not just in verse
27, but before it in verse 4! Darby does not make the connection of the
covenant of verse 4 being the same as the covenant of verse 27! And why? It
would prove his interpretation of a future prince making an alliance with the
Jews to be false!

What John Calvin has to say:

Christ took upon him the character of a leader, or assumed the
kingly office, when he promulgated the grace of God. This is the
confirmation of the covenant of which the angel now speaks. As we
have already stated, the legal expiation of other ritual ceremonies
which God designed to confer on the fathers is contrasted with the
blessings derived from Christ; and we now gather the same idea from
the phrase, the confirmation of the covenant. We know how sure and
stable was God’s covenant under the law; he was from the beginning
always truthful, and faithful, and consistent with himself. But as
far as man was concerned, the covenant of the law was weak, as we
learn from Jeremiah. (Jeremiah 31:31, 32.) I will enter into a new
covenant with you, says he; not such as I made with your fathers,
for they made it vain. We here observe the difference between the
covenant which Christ sanctioned by his death and that of the
Jewish law. Thus God’s covenant is established with us, because we
have been once reconciled by the death of Christ; and at the same
time the effect of the Holy Spirit is added, because God inscribes
the law upon our hearts; and thus his covenant is not engraven in
stones, but in our hearts of flesh, according to the teaching of
the Prophet Ezekiel. (Ezekiel 11:19.) Now, therefore, we understand
why the angel says, Christ should confirm the covenant for one
week, and why that week was placed last in order. In this week will
he confirm the covenant with many.

You can see John Calvin believed the covenant had to do with the grace of
God, not some Endtime treaty an Antichrist will make.



Geneva Bible Commentary

And he (a) shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: By
the preaching of the Gospel he affirmed his promise, first to the
Jews, and after to the Gentiles.

You can see the Geneva Bible says it is Christ who confirms the covenant, and
it has to do with the preaching of the Gospel.

Matthew Henry

He is called Messiah (Dan. 9:25, 26), which signifies Christ-
Anointed (John 1:41), because he received the unction both for
himself and for all that are his. [5.] In order to all this the
Messiah must be cut off, must die a violent death, and so be cut
off from the land of the living, as was foretold, Isa. 53:8. Hence,
when Paul preaches the death of Christ, he says that he preached
nothing but what the prophet said should come, 26:22, 23. And thus
it behoved Christ to suffer. He must be cut off, but not for
himself—not for any sin of his own, but, as Caiaphas prophesied, he
must die for the people, in our stead and for our good,—not for any
advantage of his own (the glory he purchased for himself was no
more than the glory he had before, John 17:4, 5); no; it was to
atone for our sins, and to purchase life for us, that he was cut
off. [6.] He must confirm the covenant with many. He shall
introduce a new covenant between God and man, a covenant of grace,
since it had become impossible for us to be saved by a covenant of
innocence. This covenant he shall confirm by his doctrine and
miracles, by his death and resurrection, by the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s supper, which are the seals of the New
Testament, assuring us that God is willing to accept us upon
gospel-terms. His death made his testament of force, and enabled us
to claim what is bequeathed by it. He confirmed it to the many, to
the common people; the poor were evangelized, when the rulers and
Pharisees believed not on him. Or, he confirmed it with many, with
the Gentile world. He causes all the peace-offerings to cease when
he has made peace by the blood of his cross, and by it confirmed
the covenant of peace and reconciliation.

Matthew Henry’s comment about the Prince of the Covenant

It is here foretold that the people of the prince that shall come
shall be the instruments of this destruction, that is, the Roman
armies, belonging to a monarchy yet to come (Christ is the prince
that shall come, and they are employed by him in this service; they
are his armies, Matt. 22:7), or the Gentiles (who, though now
strangers, shall become the people of the Messiah) shall destroy
the Jews.



Notice that Matthew Henry puts the prophecy of Daniel 9:27 in the past while
John Darby puts it in the future? John Darby is the author of futurism, which
is interpreting Bible prophecies having a future fulfillment. Before Darby
Protestant theologians interpreted Christ fulfilling Daniel 9:27. They didn’t
look at prophecy as God telling us the future, but as God showing how His
Word was fulfilled in the past which gives glory to God and verifies the
Scriptures as the very Word of God! Did Jesus’ disciples know when and how
the Temple of Solomon was to be destroyed? I submit to you they did not. They
only recognized the prophecy after it was fulfilled, not before.

Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things
be fulfilled.- Matthew 24:34

What generation was Jesus referring to? My generation? My children’s
generation? No! The generation of the people He was speaking to! His
disciples of 30 A.D.! Most of them lived 40 more years and saw the
fulfillment of the prophecies of Matthew 24.

Reading Darby is an exercise of my mental faculties. He is not nearly as
clear as John Calvin or Matthew Henry. And his interpretation of prophecy is
clearly an eisegesis which means “to lead into” — the interpreter injects his
own ideas into the text, making it mean whatever he wants. Compare that to
Matthew Henry and John Calvin and others who interpreted using exegesis which
means “lead out of” or letting the Bible speak for itself without
speculating. A good exegesis of what the covenant of Daniel 9:27 is found in
verse 4 of the same chapter:

And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord,
the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love
him, and to them that keep his commandments; – Daniel 9:4

Where did Darby get his inspiration from? I highly suspect he was influenced
by writings of a Jesuit priest for Darby’s interpretation of Daniel 9 is what
Jesuit Ribera taught in 1585.

Any comments about this article are appreciated. (As long as you agree with
me. :))

The Timeline of Daniel 9:24-27
Illustrated

https://amazingdiscoveries.org/RT_encyclopedia_Futurism_Jesuit_Ribera
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Famous Preacher and American
Politician, Chuck Baldwin, changes his
position on the 70th Week of Daniel
and the State of Israel

Charles Obadiah “Chuck” Baldwin (born May 3, 1952) is an American politician,
radio host, and founder-former pastor of Crossroad Baptist Church in
Pensacola, Florida. As of July 2014 he was pastor of Liberty Fellowship in
Kalispell, Montana. He was the presidential nominee of the Constitution Party
for the 2008 U.S. presidential election and had previously been its nominee
for U.S. vice president in 2004. He hosts a daily one-hour radio program,
Chuck Baldwin Live, and writes a daily editorial column carried on its
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website, on News with Views, and on VDare. (Quoted from
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Baldwin)

Chuck Baldwin

This is very good news for those who know the true interpretation of Daniel
9:27! The Protestant Evangelical world totally missed it! The Jesuit based
false doctrine of a time gap between the first 69 Weeks of Daniel and the
final Week has led to a slew of false doctrines such as pre-tribulation
rapture, a final 7 years of a reign of the Antichrist, and the acceptance of
the founding of the State of Israel as fulfillment of Bible prophecy. The
Protestant evangelical world has been misled on those points and more. Please
join me in helping to educate them!

The following is from Chuck Baldwin’s Facebook post of October 12, 2015:

A Facebook post is not the place to go into an in-depth theological
discussion about prophecy. However, I have always been transparently honest
with my viewers, listeners, readers, followers, and supporters, and so I need
to let folks know how my position has changed–and continues to change–on the
subject of Eschatology.

I am not a novice on the subject. I have been in the Gospel ministry for over
40 years. And, until recently, my interpretation of Bible prophecy had been
exclusively along the lines of dispensationalism and pre-tribulation
rapturism. Until recently, I held the same Zionist positions as men such as
John Hagee, Pat Robertson, and most preachers commonly associated with the
“Religious Right.” But no longer.

It’s not easy to admit that something I had believed for a lifetime is not
Biblically correct. It would have been easy to turn a blind eye to the
illuminations that were appearing before my heart and mind, and search no
further. Doing so would have saved me much additional study–not to mention a
healthy dose of humble pie.

But study, I did. And pray, I did. And swallow my traditional thinking and
personal pride, I did. As a result:

1) I no longer believe that Daniel’s Seventy Weeks prophecy had any gap of
time. I believe Daniel’s Seventy Weeks (or 490 years) ran concurrently and
were completely fulfilled by the death and resurrection of Christ, by the
conversions of Saul of Tarsus and the Gentile Cornelius, and ultimately by
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 70 AD.

I am convinced there is no “gap theory” in Daniel 9 anymore than there is a
“gap theory” in Genesis 1.

2) I no longer believe Ezekiel’s prophecy of Gog and Magog has anything to do
with modern Russia. I believe both Ezekiel and Daniel’s prophecies in this
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regard were fulfilled by the invasion of Jerusalem and Judea by Antiochus
Epiphanes.

3) I no longer believe Matthew 24 deals primarily with Christ’s Second Coming
but has more to do with the coming destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

4) I no longer believe that the modern State of Israel has any connection to
Biblical Israel–past or future. And, no, I do not believe in “Replacement
Theology,” at least not as most people talk about it.

Accordingly, I do not believe the people of the United States have any
Biblical reason to support the modern State of Israel militarily,
economically, or in any other way. Our relationship with foreign nations
(including Israel) should only be for the benefit of the liberty and safety
of the United States. Which leads to:

The United States, Israel, and Saudi Arabia created ISIS and have used the
Sunni Muslim terror group to fight a proxy war against Syria’s King Assad.
This is a despicable and illegal war that can only be regarded as
international criminality. Putin is wearing the white hat on this one. And
the western globalists who are calling the shots in Washington, D.C. for
these illegal wars should be identified, rounded up, and hung for crimes
against humanity and for international crimes of aggression.

I know my positions stated above will not be popular with many of my
Christian friends. But, at least, give me the benefit of the doubt that,
being as seasoned and tenured as I am, I would not come to such diametrically
opposite conclusions suddenly or without much heartfelt prayer and study.


