
America’s Christian Zionists: Israel’s
Strategic Weapon?

American Christians have been deceived by dispensationalism to support a
people, namely so called Israel, who are no longer God’s covenant people!

The Historical Roots of Christian
Zionism, its Theological Basis and
Political Agenda

The historical roots, theological basis, and political consequences or
political agenda of Christian Zionism

Deconstructing Dispensationalism

https://www.jamesjpn.net/war/americas-christian-zionists-israels-strategic-weapon/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/war/americas-christian-zionists-israels-strategic-weapon/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/history/the-historical-roots-of-christian-zionism-its-theological-basis-and-political-agenda/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/history/the-historical-roots-of-christian-zionism-its-theological-basis-and-political-agenda/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/history/the-historical-roots-of-christian-zionism-its-theological-basis-and-political-agenda/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/basic-bible/deconstructing-dispensationalism/


An excellent talk about what Dispensationalism is, the history behind it, and
why it is a set of false heretical eschatological doctrines.

God’s Promise to Return Israel to
Their Own Land Fulfilled Over 2000
Years Ago

This is a Bible study that was inspired by a former dispensational Christian
Zionist preacher, Steve Gregg, who my wife and I listened to yesterday
evening. He has two videos on this subject (at the bottom of this article)
totaling nearly 3 hours. This article is an attempt to prove true directly
from the Bible and in my own words as succinctly as possible what Pastor
Gregg is teaching. I figure if I can’t base a doctrine directly from what the
Word of God actually says in the Bible, I either don’t understand that
doctrine well enough, or it’s a false doctrine with no basis in Holy
Scripture.

Famous influential preachers such as Billy Graham, Franklin Graham, Pat
Robertson, Jerry Falwell Jr., John Hagee, James Dobson, and many others, have
taught or are teaching that God’s promise to restore the Jews to their own
land was fulfilled in 1948. They use the prophecies in Ezekiel chapters 36
and 37 to support that claim. But do those prophecies really support it?
Let’s read some of those prophecies, the ones in Ezekiel 36, and find out.
And as we read them, let’s remember the time when these prophecies were
given: During the 70-year Babylonian captivity of the Jews.
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Ezekiel 36:23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned
among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them
(during the Babylonian captivity); and the heathen shall know that
I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in
you before their eyes.
24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out
of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I
cleanse you.
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh,
and I will give you an heart of flesh.
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and
ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.
29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will
call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon
you.

This passage only makes sense when you read it in the light of the fact it
was given during the Babylonian captivity and was completely fulfilled by the
time Jesus confirmed the Covenant when His ministry started in 27 AD, the
very Covenant of grace that God made with Abraham concerning his seed.

How does the prophecy compare to the modern nation of Israel?

Ezekiel 36:23 And I will sanctify my great name

Is the Name of God or of Christ sanctified among them?

Verse 23b: the heathen shall know that I am the LORD

Do the surrounding heathen nations know that Jesus Christ is the Lord?

Verse 25:Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I
cleanse you.

Is the modern nation of Israel clean from all filthiness and idolatry?

Verse 26: A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I
put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
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Does the nation of Israel have a heart of love and compassion for its
neighbors?

Verse 27: And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

Is the modern nation of Israel walking in God’s statutes and keeping His
judgments?

The answer to all these questions is a resounding no!

Ezekiel 36:24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and
gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own
land.

Jeremiah 30:3 “For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will
bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the
LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to
their fathers, and they shall possess it.”

These prophecies were totally fulfilled by the time of Christ! The books of
Ezra and Nehemiah are all about the end of the 70 years of captivity and the
return of the Jews to Judea. The kings of Medo-Persia gave them permission to
return and rebuild the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem! And Jesus Himself
said His ministry was to the house of Israel!

Matthew 10:6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.
Matthew 15:24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Verse 26: A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I
put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

This prophecy was clearly fulfilled on the day of Pentecost!

Acts 1:5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

I believe the prophecies in Ezekiel 36 were all fulfilled by the time Jesus
was born and walked on earth during His ministry. Not all Jews were saved,
but a good remnant were.



Acts 6:7  And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith.

The main reason why prophecies are misinterpreted is because of failure to
understand how they were already fulfilled in the past. Some believe a
prophecy can have multiple fulfillments. Is there a precedent for that in the
Bible? I don’t see one.

Christian Zionist American congressmen.

Ask yourself, are unbelievers in Christ Jesus God’s covenant people of today?
Does a person’s ethnicity matter in God’s eyes? My Bible says it doesn’t.

John 1:10  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and
the world knew him not.
11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.



If you like my simple Bible study, please share it with your Israel
supporting friends. My aim is to keep things so simple that when people read
it, they will remember it and share it. When I share something I learned,
often the Holy Spirit deepens my understanding of the subject.

And I hope you take time to listen to what Pastor Steve Gregg has to say. He
covers a lot more details.

Munther Isaac’s Speech: “Palestinian
Christian Response to Christian
Zionism” In Text Format

Christian Zionism has ignored us Palestinian Christians at best, demonized us
at worst. Whenever they speak about prophecy and Israel it is as if we don’t
exist!

An Open Letter to U.S. Christians from
a Palestinian Pastor
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By Dr. Munther Isaac

Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac is the pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas
Church in Bethlehem, academic dean at Bethlehem Bible College, and the
director of the Christ at the Checkpoint conferences. He wrote this letter in
May 20, 2021.

I believe the heretic footnotes in the Scofield Reference Bible and the
Dallas Theological Seminary’s promotion of the message in those footnotes are
to blame for American evangelicals embracing the false doctrines of Christian
Zionism. It has led to their support of the antichrist state of Israel which
has resulted in the suffering today.

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!”

Palestine and Israel are back in the news. So again, we Palestinians hear
this common refrain. But such calls for prayer are no longer enough. I say
this as a Palestinian pastor who believes in prayer, leads prayer services
for peace, and genuinely values your good intentions.

But good intentions are not enough.

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus didn’t say, “Blessed are the peace
prayers.” He said, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” (Matthew 5:9, emphasis
added).

Peacemakers of every faith pray — and they discern what’s really happening,
call things by their names, then speak truth to power. Here’s how this works.

Call things by their names

Peacemaking begins by refusing to repeat the common descriptor of what is
happening in Palestine and Israel: a conflict. Palestinians are not
experiencing a conflict between two parties. We Palestinians are experiencing
an occupation: one nation controlling another; the laws, policies, practices,
and military of one state oppressing the people of another, controlling
nearly every aspect of our lives. Palestinians in Jerusalem are not facing
evictions from their homes. They are experiencing ethnic cleansing, which the
U.N. has described as “a purposeful policy designed by one ethnic or



religious group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring means the civilian
population of another ethnic or religious group from certain geographic
areas.”

Non-Jewish citizens of Israel are not just enduring discrimination. They are
experiencing apartheid. Israel’s infamous 2018 nation-state law — which,
among other things, stated that Israel’s right to “exercise national self-
determination” is “unique to the Jewish people” — along with other policies
and practices, has transformed de facto discrimination into racism de jure.

The more than 2 million people living in Gaza are not choosing to experience
hardship, food deprivation, a lack of clean water, and consistent energy.
They are confined to the world’s largest open-air prison where — unable to
come and go, import and export, or even fish in the open waters off their
shore without Israeli permission — Israeli snipers pick off their
children and Israel’s air force bombs their city indiscriminately.

For over 70 years, Palestinians have not been arguing over who owns what
land. No, we have experienced the terror and loss that comes from settler
colonialism, the systematic removal and erasure of native inhabitants from
their land, most recently in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East
Jerusalem.

Calling things by their names is a necessary step toward resolving any
conflict. Using the words racism and apartheid may cause pause — but these
are the descriptors that define our daily lives.

Do not take our word alone for it.

Read the January report issued by the respected Israeli human rights
organization B’tselem, “A regime of Jewish supremacy from the Jordan River to
the Mediterranean Sea: This is apartheid.” Read the April report from Human
Rights Watch, “A Threshold Crossed: Israeli Authorities and the Crimes of
Apartheid and Persecution.” Read Nathan Thrall’s analysis in the London
Review of Books.

Until peacemakers use terms that accurately describe our realities, the
opportunities for peace remain distant.

Don’t misuse Christian-Jewish dialogue

For years, Christian-Jewish dialogue was misused as a tool to silence
criticism of Israel. In the 1990s, Jewish theologian Marc H. Ellis
wrote about a significant, unspoken “agreement” between Christians and Jews.
He observed that the “ecumenical dialogue” between liberal Christians and
Jews had turned into what he described as an “ecumenical deal”: repentance on
the part of Christians for having aided in or having failed to speak out
against the atrocities committed by Germany, and the prospect of an ongoing
conversation devoid of any substantive criticism of Israel.

While the “deal” has broken down in many Christian denominations in the
U.S. and in many quarters of the Jewish community, it is still used to
silence Palestinian Christians, labeling us antisemitic when we criticize the
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state of Israel or speak out against the secular project of Zionism.

It is time Christians begin engaging new Jewish partners. Listen to groups
like Jewish Voice for Peace, IfNotNow, B’tselem, Yesh Din, Rabbis for Human
Rights, Breaking the Silence, and others who challenge the occupation. Listen
to and dialogue with people like Marc H. Ellis, Mark Braverman, Rabbis Brant
Rosen and Alissa Wise, and others who defend Palestinian rights out of their
Jewish beliefs and convictions. Take the word of Bernie Sanders, who recently
challenged the racist policies of the state of Israel.

Reexamine the church’s theology

For years, Western Christian theology has been part of the matrix that
empowers the Israeli occupation. It’s a theology that describes God’s unique
faithfulness to Israel, the fulfilment of prophecy, and the “return” of Jews
to “their” land. Adherents embrace the myth that the land was devoid of
people when the state of Israel was created, or worse, that it was occupied
by the enemies of God.

It is time for Christians in some communions to confess and repent from their
total disregard for the existence of Palestinians. It is time to change the
theological narrative that renders the state of Israel invincible to errors
and beyond any judgment.

Theology matters. And if any theology trumps the ethical-biblical teachings
of Jesus on love, equality, and justice, then we must rethink that theology.
If any theology produces apathy to injustice, it must be re-examined.

Don’t describe Palestinian Christians’ efforts at creative resistance as
criminal: We believe the call for sanctions, economic measures, and our
nonviolent demonstrations are justified resistance. To insist on our dignity
and God-given rights in our own land is not antisemitic; even the recent
Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism, a statment produced by more than
200 scholars of antisemitism and related fields, acknowledges this.

Some have accused Palestinian Christians of hating Jews and of rejecting the
right to nationhood for Israel. Though they have gone unacknowledged or been
rejected as disingenuous, our statements have clearly rejected antisemitism
and racism of any form. Our hope, our desire, is to live side by side with
our Jewish neighbors in a reality of a just peace.

My plea to fellow Christians

I call upon you to share — both in word and action — our vision of a reality
in which we both end the occupation and live together in peace with our
Israeli neighbors.

We do not hate Jews. We do not seek to destroy Israel. We want our freedom.
We want to live in dignity in our homeland. We want to live in a reality
where all the people of the land, Palestinians and Israelis, Jews, Muslims,
and Christians, have the same rights and live under the same laws, regardless
of their faith, nationality or ethnicity.
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Many years from today, when our descendants look back on the long misery of
the Palestinians, they will not judge kindly the willful neglect of the
global church. We Palestinian Christians will not let you pretend that you
did not know.

You will either take a stand to end the oppression of the Palestinian people
or continue to be part of the matrix that allows it. The words of Elie Wiesel
in his 1986 Nobel Prize acceptance speech cannot be more true today:

We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never
the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.
Sometimes we must interfere. When human lives are endangered, when
human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities
become irrelevant. Wherever men or women are persecuted because of
their race, religion, or political views, that place must – at that
moment – become the center of the universe.

The Three World Wars of Albert Pike

Are you sure your eschatological beliefs are based on what the Bible actually
says? Or are you following an end-time Bible teacher who is repeating the
errors he learned from others?

Daniel 11 Explained in the Light of
History
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Daniel 11 is all about prophecy of future events – future to the time of the
prophet Daniel, not us – and one of the hardest passages in the Bible to
understand unless you know the history behind it! It’s not about the rise of
the Antichrist in an as-yet-unknown time in the future as many people think.
Why do they think that? Because that’s what they were taught. And who taught
them? People under the teaching of John Nelson Darby’s and C.I. Scofield’s
dispensationalism! I was one of them. Most evangelicals today are.

When my pastor told me that Daniel 11:31 is a prophecy of the Endtime
Antichrist setting up his image in a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, I didn’t
question him. Why should I? I was young then, 23 years old, and still
ignorant of Bible prophecy. My pastor was much older and more knowledgeable
than I was. At the time I had no reason to question him. I didn’t even know
there are alternative interpretations in the light of history that much much
more sense. I did not know about the Counter-Reformation and the Jesuits’
corruption of Bible interpretation through infiltration into Protestant
churches and seminaries. How could I know that then? At the time I was living
in Japan with no access to English libraries. And even if there was a
library, would the books I needed to read even be available? It wasn’t until
the advent of the Internet that I had access to information on what the Bible
prophecy teachers of the 18th century and earlier used to teach before Jesuit
doctrines seeped into the churches.

The most amazing thing about the prophecies of Daniel 11 is that they are
very specific. The prophecies were all fulfilled in specific people and not
just generally as the prophecy of empires in Daniel chapters 2, 7 and 8. It’s
as if God already planned for all this to happen and He chose the people
through which the events happened!

The commentary is based on Adam Clarke’s research. Adam Clarke (1762 – 26
August 1832) was a British Methodist theologian.

Verse Commentary
Daniel 11:1  ¶Also I in
the first year of
Darius the Mede, even
I, stood to confirm and
to strengthen him.

The angel from chapter 10 is talking to Daniel. He
reveals that heads of state are under the influence of
the spirit world, in this case for good. Darius the
first Median king of Babylon was favored by God and was
a friend of Daniel.



Daniel 11:2  And now
will I shew thee the
truth. Behold, there
shall stand up yet
three kings in Persia;
and the fourth shall be
far richer than they
all: and by his
strength through his
riches he shall stir up
all against the realm
of Grecia.

Gabriel had already spoken of Cyrus, who was now
reigning; and after him three others should arise. These
were,
1. Cambyses, the son of Cyrus.
2. Smerdis, the Magian, who was an impostor, who
pretended to be another son of Cyrus. And,
3. Darius, the son of Hystaspes, who married Mandane,
the daughter of Cyrus.
Cambyses reigned seven years and five months; Smerdis
reigned only seven months; and Darius Hystaspes reigned
thirty-six years.
The fourth shall be far richer than they all – This was
Xerxes, the son of Darius, of whom Justin says. “He had
so great an abundance of riches in his kingdom, that
although rivers were dried up by his numerous armies,
yet his wealth remained unexhausted.”
He shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia – His
military strength was such, that Herodotus, who lived in
that time, informs us that his army amounted to five
millions, two hundred and eighty-three thousand, two
hundred and twenty men. Besides these, the Carthaginians
furnished him with an army of three hundred thousand
men, and a fleet of two hundred ships. He led an army
against the Greeks of eight hundred thousand men, and
twelve hundred and seven ships, with three banks of
rowers each. As he marched along, he obliged all the
people of the countries through which he passed to join
him.

Daniel 11:3  And a
mighty king shall stand
up, that shall rule
with great dominion,
and do according to his
will.

This was Alexander the great.



Daniel 11:4  And when
he shall stand up, his
kingdom shall be
broken, and shall be
divided toward the four
winds of heaven; and
not to his posterity,
nor according to his
dominion which he
ruled: for his kingdom
shall be plucked up,
even for others beside
those.

Alexander’s kingdom shall be broken – Shall, after his
death, be divided among his four chief generals.
And not to his posterity – The family of Alexander had a
most tragical end:
1. His wife Statira was murdered soon after his death by
his other wife Roxana.
2. His brother Aridaeus who succeeded him, was killed,
together with his wife Euridice, by command of Olympias,
Alexander’s mother, after he had been king about six
years and some months.
3. Olympias herself was killed by the soldiers in
revenge.
4. Alexander Aegus, his son, together with his mother
Roxana, was slain by order of Cassander.
5. Two years after, his other son Hercules, with his
mother Barsine, was privately murdered by Polysperchon;
so that in fifteen years after his death not one of his
family or posterity remained alive!
“Blood calls for blood.” He (Alexander) was the great
butcher of men. He was either poisoned, or killed
himself by immoderate drinking, when he was only thirty-
two years and eight months old: and a retributive
Providence destroyed all his posterity, so that neither
root nor branch of them was left on the face of the
earth. Thus ended Alexander, the great butcher; and thus
ended his family and posterity.

Daniel 11:5  ¶And the
king of the south shall
be strong, and one of
his princes; and he
shall be strong above
him, and have dominion;
his dominion shall be a
great dominion.

This was Ptolemy Lagus, one of his generals, who had the
government of Egypt, Libra, etc., which are on the south
of Judea. He was strong, for he had added Cyprus,
Phoenicia, Caria, etc., to his kingdom of Egypt.
And one of his princes – shall be strong above him –
This was Seleucus Nicator, who possessed Syria, Babylon,
Media, and the neighboring countries. This was the king
of the north, for his dominions lay north of Judea.



Daniel 11:6  And in the
end of years they shall
join themselves
together; for the
king’s daughter of the
south shall come to the
king of the north to
make an agreement: but
she shall not retain
the power of the arm;
neither shall he stand,
nor his arm: but she
shall be given up, and
they that brought her,
and he that begat her,
and he that
strengthened her in
these times.

Several historical circumstances are here passed by.

The king’s daughter of the south – Berenice, daughter of
Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, was married to
Antiochus Theos, king of Syria. These two sovereigns had
a bloody war for some years; and they agreed to
terminate it by the above marriage, on condition that
Antiochus would put away his wife Laodice and her
children, which he did; and Berenice having brought an
immense fortune to her husband, all things appeared to
go on well for a tine.

But she shall not retain the power of the arm – זרע
zaro, her posterity, shall not reign in that kingdom.
But she shall be given up – Antiochus recalled his
former wife Laodice and her children, and she, fearing
that he might recall Berenice, caused him to be poisoned
and her to be murdered, and set her son Callinicus upon
the throne.
And they that brought her – Her Egyptian women, striving
to defend their mistress, were many of them killed.
And he that begat her – Or, as the margin, “he whom she
brought forth;” the son being murdered, as well as the
mother, by order of Laodice.
And he that strengthened her – Probably her father
Ptolemy, who was excessively fond of her, and who had
died a few years before.

Daniel 11:7  But out of
a branch of her roots
shall one stand up in
his estate, which shall
come with an army, and
shall enter into the
fortress of the king of
the north, and shall
deal against them, and
shall prevail:

But out of a branch of her roots – A branch from the
same root from which she sprang. This was Ptolemy
Euergetes, her brother, who, to avenge his sister’s
death, marched with a great army against Seleucus
Callinicus, took some of his best places, indeed all
Asia, from Mount Taurus to India, and returned to Egypt
with an immense booty, forty thousand talents of silver,
precious vessels, and images of their gods two thousand
five hundred, without Callinicus daring to offer him
battle. I can but touch on these historic facts, for
fear of extending these notes to an immoderate length.

Daniel 11:8  And shall
also carry captives
into Egypt their gods,
with their princes, and
with their precious
vessels of silver and
of gold; and he shall
continue more years
than the king of the
north.

He shall continue more years – Seleucus Callinicus died
(an exile) by a fall from his horse; and Ptolemy
Euergetes survived him four or five years.

Daniel 11:9  So the
king of the south shall
come into his kingdom,
and shall return into
his own land.

So the king of the south – Ptolemy Euergetes: – Shall
come into his kingdom – That of Seleucus Callinicus. And
shall return – Having heard that a sedition had taken
place in Egypt, Ptolemy Euergetes was obliged to return
speedily in order to repress it; else he had wholly
destroyed the kingdom of Callinicus.



Daniel 11:10  But his
sons shall be stirred
up, and shall assemble
a multitude of great
forces: and one shall
certainly come, and
overflow, and pass
through: then shall he
return, and be stirred
up, even to his
fortress.

But his sons shall be stirred up – That is, the sons of
Callinicus, who were Seleucus Ceraunus and Antiochus,
afterwards called the Great.
Shall assemble a multitude – Seleucus Ceraunus did
assemble a multitude of forces in order to recover his
father’s dominions; but, not having money to pay them,
they became mutinous, and he was poisoned by two of his
own generals. His brother Antiochus was then proclaimed
king; so that one only of the sons did certainly come,
and overflow, and pass through; he retook Seleucia, and
regained Syria. He then returned, and overcame Nicolaus
the Egyptian general; and seemed disposed to invade
Egypt, as he came even to his fortress, to the frontiers
of Egypt.

Daniel 11:11  And the
king of the south shall
be moved with choler,
and shall come forth
and fight with him,
even with the king of
the north: and he shall
set forth a great
multitude; but the
multitude shall be
given into his hand.

The king of the south – Ptolemy Philopater, who
succeeded his father Euergetes.
Shall come forth and fight with him – He did come forth
to Raphia, where he was met by Antiochus, when a
terrible battle was fought between these two kings.
And he (Antiochus, the king of the north) shall set
forth a great multitude – Amounting to sixty-two
thousand foot, six thousand horse, and one hundred and
two elephants; but yet the multitude was given into his
hand, the hand of the king of the south; for Ptolemy
gained a complete victory. Raphia, and other
neighbouring towns, declared for the victor; and
Antiochus was obliged to retreat with his scattered army
to Antioch, from which he sent to solicit a peace. See 3
Maccabees 1:1-6, and Polybius, lib. v.

Daniel 11:12  And when
he hath taken away the
multitude, his heart
shall be lifted up; and
he shall cast down many
ten thousands: but he
shall not be
strengthened by it.

His heart shall be lifted up – Had Ptolemy improved his
victory, he might have dispossessed Antiochus of his
whole empire; but giving way to pride, and a criminally
sensual life, he made peace on dishonorable terms; and
though he had gained a great victory, yet his kingdom
was not strengthened by it, for his subjects were
displeased, and rebelled against him, or at least became
considerably disaffected.

Daniel 11:13  For the
king of the north shall
return, and shall set
forth a multitude
greater than the
former, and shall
certainly come after
certain years with a
great army and with
much riches.

The king of the north shall return – after certain years
– In about fourteen years Antiochus did return,
Philopater being dead, and his son Ptolemy Epiphanes
being then a minor. He brought a much larger army and
more riches; these he had collected in a late eastern
expedition.



Daniel 11:14  And in
those times there shall
many stand up against
the king of the south:
also the robbers of thy
people shall exalt
themselves to establish
the vision; but they
shall fall.

Many stand up against the king of the south — Antiochus,
and Philip king of Macedon, united together to overrun
Egypt.
Also the robbers of thy people — The Jews, who revolted
from their religion, and joined Ptolemy, under Scopas,-
Shall exalt themselves to establish the vision — That
is, to build a temple like that of Jerusalem, in Egypt,
hoping thereby to fulfil a prediction of Isaiah, Isaiah
30:18-25, which seemed to intimate that the Jews and the
Egyptians should be one people. They now revolted from
Ptolemy, and joined Antiochus; and this was the means of
contributing greatly to the accomplishment of prophecies
that foretold the calamities that should fall upon the
Jews.
But they shall fall. — For Scopas came with a great army
from Ptolemy; and, while Antiochus was engaged in other
parts, reduced Coelesyria and Palestine, subdued the
Jews, placed guards on the coasts of Jerusalem, and
returned with great spoils to Egypt.

Daniel 11:15  So the
king of the north shall
come, and cast up a
mount, and take the
most fenced cities: and
the arms of the south
shall not withstand,
neither his chosen
people, neither shall
there be any strength
to withstand.

So the king of the north — Antiochus came to recover
Judea. Scopas was sent by Ptolemy to oppose him; but he
was defeated near the fountains of Jordan, and was
obliged to take refuge in Sidon with ten thousand men.
Antiochus pursued and besieged him; and he was obliged
by famine to surrender at discretion, and their lives
only were spared. Antiochus afterwards besieged several
of the fenced cities, and took them; in short, carried
all before him; so that the king of the south, Ptolemy,
and his chosen people, his ablest generals, were not
able to oppose him.

Daniel 11:16  But he
that cometh against him
shall do according to
his own will, and none
shall stand before him:
and he shall stand in
the glorious land,
which by his hand shall
be consumed.

He shall stand in the glorious land — Judea. For he
reduced Palestine; and the Jews supplied him with
provisions, and assisted him to reduce the garrison that
Scopas had left in the citadel of Jerusalem.
Which by his hand shall be consumed — Or, which shall be
perfected in his hand. For Antiochus showed the Jews
great favour: he brought back those that were dispersed,
and re-established them in the land; freed the priests
and Levites from all tribute, &c.

Daniel 11:17  He shall
also set his face to
enter with the strength
of his whole kingdom,
and upright ones with
him; thus shall he do:
and he shall give him
the daughter of women,
corrupting her: but she
shall not stand on his
side, neither be for
him.

He shall also set his face to enter — Antiochus purposed
to have marched his army into Egypt; but he thought it
best to proceed by fraudulence, and therefore proposed a
treaty of marriage between him and his daughter
Cleopatra, called here the daughter of women, because of
her great beauty and accomplishments. And this he
appeared to do, having “upright ones with him.” Or, as
the Septuagint have it και ευθεια παντα μετ’ αυτου
ποιησει, “and he will make all things straight with
him;” that is, he acted as if he were influenced by
nothing but the most upright views. But he intended his
daughter to be a snare to Ptolemy, and therefore
purposed to corrupt her that she might betray her
husband.
But she shall not stand on his side — On the contrary,
her husband’s interests became more dear to her than her
father’s; and by her means Ptolemy was put upon his
guard against the intentions of Antiochus.



Daniel 11:18  After
this shall he turn his
face unto the isles,
and shall take many:
but a prince for his
own behalf shall cause
the reproach offered by
him to cease; without
his own reproach he
shall cause it to turn
upon him.

Shall he turn his face unto the isles — Antiochus had
fitted out a great fleet of one hundred large ships and
two hundred smaller, and with this fleet subdued most of
the maritime places on the coast of the Mediterranean,
and took many of the isles, Rhodes, Samos, Euboea,
Colophon, and others.
But a prince for his own behalf — Or, a captain. The
consul Acilius Glabrio caused the reproach to cease;
beat and routed his army at the straits of Thermopylae,
and expelled him from Greece. So he obliged him to pay
the tribute which he hoped to impose on others; for he
would grant him peace only on condition of paying the
expense of the war, fifteen thousand talents; five
hundred on the spot, – two thousand five hundred when
the peace should be ratified by the senate, – and the
remaining twelve thousand in twelve years, each year one
thousand. See Polybius in his Legations, and Appian in
the Wars of Syria. And thus, –
Without his own reproach — Without losing a battle, or
taking a false step, Acilius caused the reproach which
he was bringing upon the Romans to turn upon himself.

Daniel 11:19  Then he
shall turn his face
toward the fort of his
own land: but he shall
stumble and fall, and
not be found.

He shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land —
After this shameful defeat, Antiochus fled to Sardis,
thence to Apamea, and the next day got into Syria, and
to Antioch, his own fort, whence he sent ambassadors to
treat for peace; and was obliged to engage to pay the
immense sum of money mentioned above.
But he shall stumble and fall — Being under the greatest
difficulties how to raise the stipulated sums, he
marched into his eastern provinces to exact the arrears
of taxes; and, attempting to plunder the temple of
Jupiter Belus at Elymais, he was opposed by the
populace, and he and his attendants slain. This is the
account that Diodorus Sicules, Strabo, and Justin give
of his death. But it is variously related by others;
some saying that he was assassinated by some of his own
people whom he had punished for being drunk at a feast.-
So Aurelius Victor. St. Jerome says he lost his life in
a battle against the inhabitants of Elymais. In short,
the manner of his death is uncertain; and perhaps even
this circumstance is referred to by the prophet, when he
says, “He shall stumble and fall, and NOT BE FOUND.”

Daniel 11:20  Then
shall stand up in his
estate a raiser of
taxes in the glory of
the kingdom: but within
few days he shall be
destroyed, neither in
anger, nor in battle.

Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes —
Seleucus Philopater succeeded his father Antiochus. He
sent his treasurer Heliodorus to seize the money
deposited in the temple of Jerusalem, which is here
called the glory of the kingdom, see 2Macc 9:23. He was
so cramped to pay the annual tax to the Romans, that he
was obliged to burden his subjects with continual taxes.
He shall be destroyed, neither in anger – fighting
against an enemy, nor in battle – at the head of his
troops; but basely and treacherously, by the hand of
Heliodorus his treasurer, who hoped to reign in his
stead.



Daniel 11:21  ¶And in
his estate shall stand
up a vile person, to
whom they shall not
give the honour of the
kingdom: but he shall
come in peaceably, and
obtain the kingdom by
flatteries.

In his estate shall stand up a vile person — This was
Antiochus, surnamed Epiphanes – the Illustrious. They
did not give him the honour of the kingdom: he was at
Athens, on his way from Rome, when his father died; and
Heliodorus had declared himself king, as had several
others. But Antiochus came in peaceably, for he obtained
the kingdom by flatteries. He flattered Eumenes, king of
Pergamus, and Attalus his brother, and got their
assistance. He flattered the Romans, and sent
ambassadors to court their favour, and pay them the
arrears of the tribute. He flattered the Syrians, and
gained their concurrence; and as he flattered the
Syrians, so they flattered him, giving him the epithet
of Epiphanes – the Illustrious. But that he was what the
prophet here calls him, a vile person, is fully evident
from what Polybius says of him, from Athenaeus, lib. v.:
“He was every man’s companion: he resorted to the common
shops, and prattled with the workmen: he frequented the
common taverns, and ate and drank with the meanest
fellows, singing debauched songs,” &c., &c. On this
account a contemporary writer, and others after him,
instead of Epiphanes, called him Epimanes – the Madman.

Daniel 11:22  And with
the arms of a flood
shall they be overflown
from before him, and
shall be broken; yea,
also the prince of the
covenant.

And with the arms of a flood — The arms which were
overflown before him were his competitors for the crown.
They were vanquished by the forces of Eumenes and
Attalus; and were dissipated by the arrival of Antiochus
from Athens, whose presence disconcerted all their
measures.
The prince of the covenant — This was Onias, the high
priest, whom he removed, and put Jason in his place, who
had given him a great sum of money; and then put wicked
Menelaus in his room, who had offered him a larger sum.
Thus he acted deceitfully in the league made with Jason.

Daniel 11:23  And after
the league made with
him he shall work
deceitfully: for he
shall come up, and
shall become strong
with a small people.

He shall come up — From Rome, where he had been a
hostage for the payment of the tax laid on his father.
Shall become strong with a small people. — At first he
had but few to espouse his cause when he arrived at
Antioch, the people having been greatly divided by the
many claimants of the crown; but being supported by
Eumenes and Attalus, his few people increased, and he
became strong.



Daniel 11:24  He shall
enter peaceably even
upon the fattest places
of the province; and he
shall do that which his
fathers have not done,
nor his fathers’
fathers; he shall
scatter among them the
prey, and spoil, and
riches: yea, and he
shall forecast his
devices against the
strong holds, even for
a time.

He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places —
The very richest provinces – Coelesyria and Palestine.
He shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor
his fathers’ fathers — He became profuse in his
liberalities, and scattered among them the prey of his
enemies, the spoil of temples, and the riches of his
friends, as well as his own revenues. He spent much in
public shows, and bestowed largesses among the people.
We are told in 1Macc 3:30, that “in the liberal giving
of gifts he abounded above all the kings that went
before him.” These are nearly the words of the prophet;
and perhaps without any design to copy them on the part
of the apocryphal writer. He would sometimes go into the
streets, and throw about a handful of money, crying out,
“Let him take it, to whom Fortune sends it.”
He shall forecast his devices — As Eulaeus and Lenaeus,
who were the guardians of the young Egyptian king
Ptolemy Philometer, demanded from Antiochus the
restitution of Coelesyria and Palestine, which he
refused, he foresaw that he might have a war with that
kingdom; and therefore he forecast devices – fixed a
variety of plans to prevent this; visited the strong
holds and frontier places to see that they were in a
state of defense. And this he did for a time – he
employed some years in hostile preparations against
Egypt.

Daniel 11:25  And he
shall stir up his power
and his courage against
the king of the south
with a great army; and
the king of the south
shall be stirred up to
battle with a very
great and mighty army;
but he shall not stand:
for they shall forecast
devices against him.

He shall stir up his power — Antiochus marched against
Ptolemy, the king of the south, (Egypt,) with a great
army; and the Egyptian generals had raised a mighty
force.
Stirred up to battle — The two armies met between
Pelusium and Mount Casius; but he (the king of the
south) could not stand-the Egyptian army was defeated.
The next campaign he had greater success; he routed the
Egyptian army, took Memphis, and made himself master of
all Egypt, except Alexandria, see 1Macc 1:16-19. And all
these advantages he gained by forecasting devices;
probably by corrupting his ministers and captains.
Ptolemy Macron gave up Cyprus to Antiochus; and the
Alexandrians were led to renounce their allegiance to
Potlemy Philometer, and took Euergetes, or Physcon his
younger brother, and made him king in his stead. All
this was doubtless by the corruptions of Antiochus.

Daniel 11:26  Yea, they
that feed of the
portion of his meat
shall destroy him, and
his army shall
overflow: and many
shall fall down slain.

Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat — This is
the proof of what has been last noted, that the
intrigues of Antiochus, corrupting the ministers and
officers of Ptolemy, were the cause of all the disasters
that felt on the Egyptian king. They that fed of the
portion of his meat – who were in his confidence and
pay, and possessed the secrets of the state, betrayed
him; and these were the means of destroying him and his
army, so that he was defeated, as was before observed.



Daniel 11:27  And both
these kings’ hearts
shall be to do
mischief, and they
shall speak lies at one
table; but it shall not
prosper: for yet the
end shall be at the
time appointed.

And both these kings’ hearts shall be to do mischief —
That is, Antiochus, and Ptolemy Philometer, who was
nephew to the former, and whose interest he now
pretended to have much at heart, since the Alexandrians
had renounced their allegiance to him, and set his
younger brother Euergetes upon the throne. When
Antiochus came to Memphis, he and Philometer had
frequent conferences at the same table; and at these
times they spoke lies to each other, Antiochus
professing great friendship to his nephew and concern
for his interests, yet in his heart designing to ruin
the kingdom by fomenting the discords which already
subsisted between the two brothers. On the other hand,
Philometer professed much gratitude to his uncle for the
interest he took in his affairs, and laid the blame of
the war upon his minister Eulaeus; while at the same
time he spoke lies, determining as soon as possible to
accommodate matters with his brother, and join all their
strength against their deceitful uncle.
But it shall not prosper — Neither succeeded in his
object; for the end of the appointed time was not yet
come.

Daniel 11:28  Then
shall he return into
his land with great
riches; and his heart
shall be against the
holy covenant; and he
shall do exploits, and
return to his own land.

Then shall he return onto his land with great riches —
Antiochus did return, laden with riches, from the spoils
that he took in Egypt; see 1Macc 1:19, 20. And hearing
that there had been a report of his death, at which the
citizens of Jerusalem had made great rejoicings,-
His heart shall be against the holy covenant — He was
determined to take a severe revenge, and he had an
ostensible pretext for it, for Jason, who had been
deprived of the high priesthood, hearing the report of
the death of Antiochus, raised forces, marched against
Jerusalem, took it, and obliged Menelaus, the high
priest, to shut himself up in the castle. Antiochus
brought a great army against Jerusalem; took it by
storm; slew forty thousand of the inhabitants; sold as
many more for slaves; boiled swine’s flesh, and
sprinkled the temple and the altar with the broth; broke
into the holy of holies; took away the golden vessels
and other sacred treasures, to the value of one thousand
eight hundred talents; restored Menelaus to his office;
and made one Philip, a Phrygian, governor of Judea.
1Macc 1:24; 2Macc 5:21. Prideaux and Newton. These are
what we term exploits; which having finished, he
returned to his own land.

Daniel 11:29  At the
time appointed he shall
return, and come toward
the south; but it shall
not be as the former,
or as the latter.

At the time appointed he shall return — Finding that his
treachery was detected, and that the two brothers had
united their counsel and strength for their mutual
support, he threw off the mask; and having collected a
great army early in the spring, he passed through
Coelesyria; entered Egypt; and the inhabitants of
Memphis having submitted to him, he came by easy marches
to Alexandria. But, says the prophet, “it shall not be
as the former or as the latter:” he had not the same
success as the former, when he overthrew the Egyptian
army at Pelusium; nor as the latter, when he took
Memphis, and subdued all Egypt, except Alexandria.



Daniel 11:30  For the
ships of Chittim shall
come against him:
therefore he shall be
grieved, and return,
and have indignation
against the holy
covenant: so shall he
do; he shall even
return, and have
intelligence with them
that forsake the holy
covenant.

For the ships of Chittim shall come against him —
Chittim is well known to mean the Roman empire.
Antiochus, being now in full march to besiege
Alexandria, and within seven miles of that city, heard
that ships were arrived there from Rome, with legates
from the senate. He went to salute them. They delivered
to him the letters of the senate, in which he was
commanded, on pain of the displeasure of the Roman
people, to put an end to the war against his nephews.
Antiochus said he would go and consult his friends; on
which Popilius, one of the legates, took his staff, and
instantly drew a circle round Antiochus on the sand
where he stood, and commanded him not to pass that
circle till he had given a definitive answer. Antiochus,
intimidated, said, he would do whatever the senate
enjoined; and in a few days after began his march, and
returned to Syria. This is confirmed by Polybius, Livy,
Velleius, Paterculus, Valerius Maximus, and Justin.
Therefore he shall be grieved — “Grieving and groaning,”
says Polybius; both mortified, humbled, and
disappointed.
Have indignation against the holy covenant — For he
vented his rage against the Jews; and he sent his
general, Apollonius, with twenty-two thousand men
against Jerusalem, plundered and set fire to the city,
pulled down the houses round about it, slew much of the
people, and built a castle on an eminence that commanded
the temple, and slew multitudes of the poor people who
had come up to worship, polluted every place, so that
the temple service was totally abandoned, and all the
people fled from the city. And when he returned to
Antioch he published a decree that all should conform to
the Grecian worship; and the Jewish worship was totally
abrogated, and the temple itself consecrated to Jupiter
Olympius. How great must the wickedness of the people
have been when God could tolerate this!
In the transacting of these matters he had intelligence
with them that forsake the holy covenant; with wicked
Menelaus the high priest; and the apostate Jews united
with him, who gave from time to time such information to
Antiochus as excited him against Jerusalem the temple,
and the people. See 1Macc 1:41, 62; 2Macc 6:1-9;
confirmed by Josephus, War, book i. chap. 1, s. 1. The
concluding reflection of Bp. Newton here is excellent:-
“It may be proper to stand a little here, and reflect
how particular and circumstantial this prophecy is,
concerning Egypt and Syria, from the death of Alexander
to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. There is not so
concise, comprehensive, and regular an account of their
kings and affairs to be found in any authors of those
times. The prophecy is really more perfect than any
history, and is so wonderfully exact, not only to the
time of Antiochus Epiphanes, but likewise equally so
beyond that time, that we may conclude in the words of
the inspired writer, ‘No one could thus declare the
times and seasons, but he who hath them in his own
power.'”



Daniel 11:31  And arms
shall stand on his
part, and they shall
pollute the sanctuary
of strength, and shall
take away the daily
sacrifice, and they
shall place the
abomination that maketh
desolate.

And arms shall stand on his part — After Antiochus,
arms, that is, the Romans, shall stand up: for arms in
this prophecy every where denote military power; and
standing up, the power in activity and conquering. Both
Sir Isaac Newton and Bp. Newton agree, that what follows
is spoken of the Romans. Hitherto Daniel has described
the actions of the kings of the north and of the south,
that of the kings of Syria and Egypt; but, upon the
conquest of Macedon by the Romans, he has left off
describing the actions of the Greeks, and begun to
describe those of the Romans in Greece, who conquered
Macedon, Illyricum, and Epirus, in the year of the era
of Nabonassar, 580. Thirty-five years after, by the will
of Attalus, they inherited all Asia westward of Mount
Taurus; sixty-five years after they conquered the
kingdom of Syria, and reduced it into a province; and
thirty-four years after they did the same to Egypt. By
all these steps the Roman arms stood up over the Greeks;
and after ninety-five years more, by making war upon the
Jews, they polluted the sanctuary of strength,-the
temple, (so called by reason of its fortifications,) and
took away the daily sacrifice and placed the abomination
that maketh desolate, or of the desolator; for that this
abomination was thus placed after the time of Christ,
appears from Matthew 24:15.
In the sixteenth year of the Emperor Adrian, A.D. 132,
they placed this abomination by building a temple to
Jupiter Capitolinus, where the temple of God in
Jerusalem stood; upon which the Jews, under Barchocab,
rose up against the Romans. But in this war they had
fifty cities demolished, nine hundred and fifty of their
best towns destroyed, and eighty thousand men were slain
by the sword; and in the end of the war, A.D. 136, were
banished Judea on pain of death; and thenceforth the
land became desolate.

Daniel 11:32  And such
as do wickedly against
the covenant shall he
corrupt by flatteries:
but the people that do
know their God shall be
strong, and do
exploits.

Such as do wickedly against the covenant — This is
understood of the Christian Jews; for the NEW had now
succeeded to the OLD, the whole of the Jewish ritual
having been abolished, and Jerusalem filled with heathen
temples. And he-the Roman power, did all he could by
flatteries, as well as threats, to corrupt the
Christians, and cause them to sacrifice to the statues
of the emperors.
But the people that do know their God — The genuine
Christians.
Shall be strong — Shall be strengthened by his grace and
Spirit.
And do exploits — Continue steadfast in all temptations,
hold fast their faith, and enjoy a good conscience.



Daniel 11:33  And they
that understand among
the people shall
instruct many: yet they
shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by
captivity, and by
spoil, many days.

And they that understand — The apostles and primitive
Christians in general, who understood from the prophets,
and his own actions, that JESUS was the true MESSIAH.
Instruct many — Preach the Gospel every where, and
convert multitudes to the faith.
Yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by
captivity, and by spoil, many days. — They were exposed
to the malice and fury of their enemies, during TEN
STATE PERSECUTIONS, and suffered all kinds of tortures,
with but little intermission, for three hundred years.-
Newton.

Daniel 11:34  Now when
they shall fall, they
shall be holpen with a
little help: but many
shall cleave to them
with flatteries.

Now when they shall fall — When the storm of the tenth
persecution under Diocletian, which lasted ten years,
fell upon them, they were sorely oppressed.
They shall be holpen with a little help — By
Constantine; who, while he removed all persecution, and
promoted the temporal prosperity of the Christian
Church, yet added little to its spiritual perfection and
strength. For many, now seeing the Christians in
prosperity,-
Cleave to them with flatteries. — Became Christians
BECAUSE the EMPEROR was such.

Daniel 11:35  And some
of them of
understanding shall
fall, to try them, and
to purge, and to make
them white, even to the
time of the end:
because it is yet for a
time appointed.

And some of them of understanding — Disputes on certain
points of religion soon agitated the Christian Church;
and now, having no outward persecution, they began to
persecute each other. And many excellent men, men of
understanding, fell victims because they would not
embrace erroneous doctrines, when professed by the
state. But this was permitted,-
To try them, and to purge, and to make them white — To
bring all to the pure profession, possession, and
practice of Christianity.
To the time of the end — My own comment: Till Jesus
returns!

Daniel 11:36  And the
king shall do according
to his will; and he
shall exalt himself,
and magnify himself
above every god, and
shall speak marvellous
things against the God
of gods, and shall
prosper till the
indignation be
accomplished: for that
that is determined
shall be done.

And the king shall do according to his will — This may
apply to Antiochus, who exalted himself above every god,
called himself a god, sported with all religion,
profaned the temple, c., c. But others think an
antichristian power in the Church is intended for in the
language of this prophecy king is taken for power, a
kingdom, c. That such a power did spring up in the
Church that acted in an arbitrary manner against all
laws, human and Divine, is well known. This power showed
itself in the Greek emperors in the east, and in the
bishops of Rome in the west. And this is to continue.
Till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is
determined shall be done. — This is the same as what was
called in Daniel 8:19, the last end of the indignation
and Daniel 9:27, the consummation and means the end or
consummation of God’s indignation against the Jews.



Daniel 11:37  Neither
shall he regard the God
of his fathers, nor the
desire of women, nor
regard any god: for he
shall magnify himself
above all.

Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers — That
God who sent the evangelists and apostles to preach the
pure doctrine. These true fathers of the Christian
Church, and their God, the Church of Rome has not
regarded, but put councils, and traditions, and
apocryphal writings in their place.
Nor the desire of women — Both the Greek and Latin
Church, in their antichristian enactments, have
discouraged, and in several cases proscribed, marriage,
under the pretense of greater chastity, to the discredit
of God’s ordinance, and Christianity itself.
Nor regard any god — For the mandates and decrees of
that Church have been often in defiance of God and his
word, for it has magnified itself above all power and
authority in heaven and on earth. It professes to hold
the keys, and to open and shut heaven at pleasure, both
to states and individuals.

Daniel 11:38  But in
his estate shall he
honour the God of
forces: and a god whom
his fathers knew not
shall he honour with
gold, and silver, and
with precious stones,
and pleasant things.

Shall he honour the god of forces — מעזים mauzzim, or
gods protectors, as in the margin; worshipping saints
and angels as guardians, and protectors, and mediators;
leaving out, in general, the true God, and the only
Mediator, JESUS CHRIST.
And a god whom his fathers knew not — For these gods
guardians, the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels, were
utterly unknown as mediators and invocable guardians in
the primitive apostolic Church.
Shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious
stones — How literally does this apply to the Church of
Rome! See the house of our lady at Loretto; the shrines
of saints; the decorated images, costly apparel, gold,
jewels, c., profusely used about images of saints,
angels, and the blessed virgin, in different popish
churches. This superstition began to prevail in the
fourth century, and was established in 787, by the
seventh general council for in that the worship of
images was enacted.

Daniel 11:39  Thus
shall he do in the most
strong holds with a
strange god, whom he
shall acknowledge and
increase with glory:
and he shall cause them
to rule over many, and
shall divide the land
for gain.

In the most strong holds with a strange god — Bishop
Newton proposed the following translation, after justly
finding fault with our common Version: “Thus shall he do
to the defenders of Mauzzim, together with the strange
god whom he shall acknowledge: he shall multiply honour,
and he shall cause him to rule over many; and the earth
he shall divide for a reward.” The defenders of Mauzzim,
these saint and angel gods protectors, were the monks,
priests, and bishops; of whom it may be truly said,
“They were increased with honour, ruled over many, and
divided the land for gain.” They have been honoured and
reverenced almost to adoration; their jurisdiction was
extended over the purses and consciences of men; they
have been enriched with the noblest buildings and
largest endowments, and the choicest lands have been
appropriated for Church lands. These are points of such
public notoriety, that they require no proof. – Newton.



Daniel 11:40  And at
the time of the end
shall the king of the
south push at him: and
the king of the north
shall come against him
like a whirlwind, with
chariots, and with
horsemen, and with many
ships; and he shall
enter into the
countries, and shall
overflow and pass over.

At the time of the end shall the king of the south push
at him — These kings are to be understood in reference
to the times of which the prophet speaks. While the
kingdoms of Egypt and Syria were subsisting, the king of
the south and the north applied to them exclusively: but
they did not exist at the time of which the prophet
speaks; therefore other southern and northern powers
must be sought. These we may find in the Saracens, who
were of the Arabians, who came from the south, headed by
the false prophet Mohammed, who pushed at him-made war
on the Greek emperor Heraclius, and with amazing
rapidity deprived him of Egypt, Syria, and many of his
finest provinces.
And the king of the north — The Turks, who were
originally Scythians, seized on the remains of the Greek
empire; and in process of time rendered themselves
masters of the whole. They are represented as coming
like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen;
their armies being chiefly composed of cavalry.
And with many ships — With these they got possession of
many islands and maritime countries; and were so
powerful in their fleets, that they entirely defeated
the Venetians; and at last their fleets became of the
utmost consequence to them in besieging, and afterwards
taking, Constantinople, A.D. 1453, which they hold to
the present day. So they entered into the countries, and
overflowed, rendering themselves masters of all Asia
Minor and Greece.

Daniel 11:41  He shall
enter also into the
glorious land, and many
countries shall be
overthrown: but these
shall escape out of his
hand, even Edom, and
Moab, and the chief of
the children of Ammon.

He shall enter also into the glorious land — Entirely
subdue Judea.
And many countries shall be overthrown — Aleppo,
Damascus, Gaza, and many other cities were forced to
submit to them; and they hold them still.
But these shalt escape – Edom and Moab, and the chief of
the children of Ammon. — These and other Arabians they
have never been able to subdue. They still occupy the
deserts; and receive a yearly pension of forty thousand
crowns of gold from the Ottoman emperors, to permit the
caravans, with the pilgrims for Mecca, to have a free
passage.

Daniel 11:42  He shall
stretch forth his hand
also upon the
countries: and the land
of Egypt shall not
escape.

He shall stretch forth his hand — He – the Ottoman
emperors, have stretched forth the hand, not only on
European, but also upon Asiatic and African countries.
Egypt – has not escaped; it is a province of the Turkish
government, as are also Fez, Morocco, Algiers, and many
other African countries. And as the prophecy says they
“got power over the silver and gold, and the precious
things of Egypt,” so it was; for when Selim conquered
Egypt, A.D. 1517, he took all its spoils; and the
immense sums drawn from it to the present day, and the
wretchedness of the land in consequence, are almost
incredible.



Daniel 11:43  But he
shall have power over
the treasures of gold
and of silver, and over
all the precious things
of Egypt: and the
Libyans and the
Ethiopians shall be at
his steps.

The prophecy refers specifically to the vast treasures
of Egypt. Therefore, its fulfillment must be looked for
in the days of Egypt’s power and wealth. It cannot have
been fulfilled in the debased and poverty-stricken Egypt
of later centuries. In the days of Antony and Cleopatra
the treasures of Egypt were of immense value, having
been accumulated over the years of the Ptolemaic rule.
Octavius captured the accumulated riches of Egypt with
his victory over Antony and Cleopatra, and celebrated
his triumph in Rome in 29 BCE. He became the first Roman
emperor, entitled “Caesar Augustus.” Interest rates in
the Roman empire fell greatly due to the influx of
plunder from Egypt. Octavius returned in victory to
Rome. Octavius’ general, Cornelius Balbus, later took
Libya and Ethiopia for Rome.

Daniel 11:44  But
tidings out of the east
and out of the north
shall trouble him:
therefore he shall go
forth with great fury
to destroy, and utterly
to make away many.

But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall
trouble him — This part of the prophecy is allowed to be
yet unfulfilled; and what is portented, the course of
prophetic events will show. Were we to understand it as
applying to Antiochus, then the news might be of the
preparations which he heard, that the provinces of the
east, and Artaxerxes, king of Armenia, on the north were
intending to rise up against him. But if the Turkish
power be understood, as in the preceding verses, it may
mean that the Persians on the east, and the Russians on
the north, will at some time greatly embarrass the
Ottoman government. And how completely has this been
fulfilled; first, by the total destruction of the
Egyptian fleet, by the combined fleets of England,
France, and Russia, in the Bay of Navarino; and,
secondly, by the total overthrow of the Turkish army by
the Russians, in the years 1828 and 1829, when the
sultan was obliged to accept any conditions that the
emperor of Russia was pleased to give!

Daniel 11:45  And he
shall plant the
tabernacles of his
palace between the seas
in the glorious holy
mountain; yet he shall
come to his end, and
none shall help him.

He shalt plant the tabernacles — He shall make a last
stand in Judea, and there shall his power be smitten.
He shall come to his end, and none shall help him — All
his confederate and tributary kingdoms, states, and
provinces shall desert him, and leave that government to
come to a shameful end.

There are two other articles on Daniel 11 on this website:
All Prophecies of Daniel 11 Fulfilled! by Bryan T. Huie and
Daniel 11:21-45 Explained in the Light of History by Philip Mauro

They probably differ somewhat. I hope to compare them a verse at a time and
may update this article later with more or different information.

When I was yet a babe in Christ and Bible knowledge, I was told God gave us
prophecy to know the future. I don’t believe anymore that we can know
specific events before they happen. Did any prophet of God prophesy of a fake
pandemic that would bring tyranny to democratic nations and trample on the
civil rights of the public? No! Does the Bible predict an atomic war that
will destroy the earth? What value is it for us to even speculate about such
things? The only thing we can know for sure is Jesus is coming and will get

https://www.jamesjpn.net/eschatology/daniel-11-fulfilled-before-christ/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/basic-bible/daniel-1121-45-explained-in-the-light-of-history/


rid of the evildoers and bring an end to the madness on earth. When? When the
Father says so!

The Olivet Discourse in All Three
Synoptic Gospels Compared Verse by
Verse

The Olivet Discourse is the message Jesus gave to His disciples on the Mount
of Olives. This message is written in slightly three different ways in the
three synoptic Gospels in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. The Gospels
Matthew, Mark and Luke are called synoptic Gospels because they include many
of the same stories. And they stand in contrast to the Gospel of John, whose
content is largely distinct.
.
In my opinion, Just as the Daniel 9:27 is one of the most misinterpreted
prophecies in the Bible, Matthew 24 is one of the most misinterpreted
chapters in the Bible. False doctrines of Dispersationalism and Futurism have
tainted the thinking of the vast majority of evangelicals today. Most Bible
believing Christians today interpret Matthew 24 as the Lord’s description of
events just before the end of the world. Is that what Mark 13 and Luke 21,
the parallel passages of the other two synoptic Gospels teach? Let’s find out
by comparing them!

I believe it’s very important to compare the three passages because through
it’s the same account of Jesus on the Mount of Olives, the wording is not
always identical! And because they’re not always identical, Mark 13 and Luke
21 sheds light on the words recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. Scripture
interprets Scripture.

https://www.jamesjpn.net/eschatology/the-olivet-discourse-in-all-three-synoptic-gospels-compared-verse-by-verse/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/eschatology/the-olivet-discourse-in-all-three-synoptic-gospels-compared-verse-by-verse/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/eschatology/the-olivet-discourse-in-all-three-synoptic-gospels-compared-verse-by-verse/


Prophecy of the destruction of the Temple
Matthew 24:1-2 “And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his
disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. {2} And
Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down.”
Mark 13:1-2 “And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith
unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! {2}
And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there
shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
Luke 21:5-6 “And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly
stones and gifts, he said, {6} As for these things which ye behold, the days
will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that
shall not be thrown down.”
Not much difference in the first three verses of the Olivet Discourse.

The disciples ask Jesus when it will happen and what the signs will be
before it happens.

Matthew 24:3 “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came
unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”
Mark 13:3-4 “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple,
Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, {4} Tell us, when
shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things
shall be fulfilled?”
Luke 21:7 “And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things
be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass?”



As you can see, only Matthew says “the sign of thy coming, and of the end of
the world”, and not Mark or Luke. According to Strong’s concordance, the
Greek word for world is aion and from which we get our English world eon,
meaning an age. With that in mind, a better translation for Matthew 23:3
would be, “the end of the Jewish age.” Do you think I’m stretching it to say
that? The Olivet discourse is all about the destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple by the Roman army in 70 AD. No Temple = no more animal sacrifices,
the very heart and practice of the Jewish relation. Jesus was telling His
disciples He is giving the Jews 40 more years to repent before He returns to
destroy them!
This is connected to what “the sign of thy coming” means. It doesn’t mean
the second coming of Christ at the very end of the world, it means Christ’s
coming to destroy the people who rejected Him as their Messiah! How do I
know Jesus returned in 70 AD? Jesus told the high priest Caiaphas He would
return!
Matthew 26:63-65 “But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and
said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether
thou be the Christ, the Son of God. {64} Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast
said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. {65}
Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy;
what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his
blasphemy.”
God has given us an intellect to help us interpret Scripture. Some things
are symbolic and others literal. Jesus told the high priest that he would
see Him sitting at the right hand of power coming in the clouds of Heaven.
It seems logical to me that the high priest would live 40 more years to the
destruction of Jerusalem, and literally see Jesus in the clouds, and
therefore know that he and the Jews are being judged by God through the
Roman army for their rejection of Jesus as their Messiah, their Christ. It
therefore can’t possibly mean 2000 years later as some may interpret it.

Jesus tells them signs before the destruction of the Temple.
Matthew 24:4-14 “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no
man deceive you. {5} For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ;
and shall deceive many. (6) “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:
see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the
end is not yet. {7} For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in divers places. {8} All these are the beginning of sorrows.
{9} Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and
ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. {10} And then shall
many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.
{11} And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. {12} And
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. {13} But he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. {14} And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.”



Mark 13:5-13 “And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man
deceive you: {6} For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and
shall deceive many. (7) And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars,
be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be
yet. {8} For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines
and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows. {9} But take heed to
yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues
ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my
sake, for a testimony against them. {10} And the gospel must first be
published among all nations. {11} But when they shall lead you, and deliver
you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye
premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye:
for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. {12} Now the brother shall
betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise
up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. {13} And
ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall be saved.”
Luke 21:8-19 “And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not
therefore after them. {9} But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be
not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not
by and by. {10} Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: {11} And great earthquakes shall be in divers
places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs
shall there be from heaven. {12} But before all these, they shall lay their
hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and
into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s sake. {13}
And it shall turn to you for a testimony. {14} Settle it therefore in your
hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: {15} For I will give
you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to
gainsay nor resist. {16} And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and
brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be
put to death. {17} And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake. {18}
But there shall not an hair of your head perish. {19} In your patience
possess ye your souls.”
Luke adds more information with “fearful sights and great signs shall there
be from heaven.” Flavius Josephus wrote about seven signs before the
destruction of Jerusalem.

A star stood over the city like a sword, and a comet — remaining for a1.
whole year. Matthew, we know, also likes the idea of a star hanging over
a particular spot on earth.
At a Feast of Unleavened Bread, at 3 am, a bright light, as bright as2.
midday, appeared around the altar and sanctuary, lasting for an hour.
During the same feast a cow brought for sacrifice gave birth to a lamb3.
in the middle of the Temple courts.
At midnight the East Gate of the Inner Sanctuary opened of its own4.
accord. This solid bronze gate normally required 20 men to shut it, and
it was fastened with iron bars secured by bolts.
Shortly after the feast, before sunset, there appeared in the sky over5.
the entire country chariots and regiments of soldiers racing through the
clouds and surrounding the towns.
At Pentecost the priests who were performing the normal Inner Temple6.

https://vridar.org/2007/03/29/the-signs-of-the-end-in-josephus-and-mark/


ritual at night heard a violent movement and loud crash, then a loud cry
of many voices: “Let us go hence!”
Four years before Jerusalem’s war with Rome, Jesus the son of Ananias7.
proclaimed doom for the city — especially at the feasts, and from the
Temple. He spoke as one possessed for 7 and and a half years, “Woe to
Jerusalem”, was beaten by the authorities, and was killed during the
siege.

Jesus tells His followers when to flee Jerusalem and Judea.
Matthew 24:15 “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth,
let him understand:)
Mark 13:14 “But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of
by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth
understand,) then let them that be in Judæa flee to the mountains:
Luke 21:20-21 “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then
know that the desolation thereof is nigh.
Matthew and Mark say to flee when they see “abomination of desolation” and
Luke says to flee when they see, “Jerusalem compassed with armies.” I submit
to you that the abomination of desolation, therefore, is the armies of Rome
about to attack Jerusalem and not some idol the Antichrist puts in the
Temple as many have interpreted it.

Jesus tells His followers where to go, what to do, and why.
Matthew 24:16-21 “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
{17} Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of
his house: {18} Neither let him which is in the field return back to take
his clothes. {19} And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that
give suck in those days! {20} But pray ye that your flight be not in the
winter, neither on the sabbath day: {21} For then shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time,
no, nor ever shall be. “
Mark 13:15-19 “And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the
house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house: {16} And
let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.
{17} But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in
those days! {18} And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter. {19} For
in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the
creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.”
Luke 21:21-24 “Then let them which are in Judæa flee to the mountains; and
let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are
in the countries enter thereinto. {22} “For these be the days of vengeance,
that all things which are written may be fulfilled. {23} But woe unto them
that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. {24} And
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into
all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”



As you can see, Mark and Luke add more detail and clarify exactly what the
“great tribulation” is! Mark calls it days of affliction and Luke calls it
days of vengenance! Affliction upon whom? Vengenance upon whom? Upon the
Christ rejecting unbelieving Jews! And where were they? In Jerusalem. Many
of them fled to the Temple and were killed there. None of the Christians
were there. They in obedience to Jesus’ command fled Jerusalem and Judea and
went to the mountains where they were safe. The Lord must have fed and took
care of them there.
These scriptures are clearly about the attack by the Roman army by the Jews
for their rebellion. The Lord was going to punish the Christ rejecting Jews
but did not want His people to be caught up in that judgement. He therefore
told His followers to flee Jerusalem and Judea when they saw the Roman army
coming. He warned the Christians who were not in Judea not to return to it.
He told them to make haste to flee for their lives. He told them to pray it
won’t happen in winter when it’s much more difficult to travel, and to pray
it won’t be on the Sabbath day when the gates are closed.

The war against the Jews shortened for the Christians sake.
Matthew 24:22 “And except those days should be shortened, there should no
flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.”
Mark 13:20  “And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh
should be saved: but for the elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath
shortened the days.”
Missing in Luke.
If the Romans had gone on destroying in this manner, the whole nation of the
Jews would have been destroyed. For the Christians particularly those days
were shortened.

Warning about false teachers
Matthew 24:23-26 “Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or
there; believe it not. {24} For there shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. {25} Behold, I have told you
before. {26} Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the
desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not.”
Mark 13:21-23 “And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or,
lo, he is there; believe him not: {22} For false Christs and false prophets
shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were
possible, even the elect. {23} But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you
all things.”
Already told in Luke 21:8 “And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived:
for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth
near: go ye not therefore after them.



Christians today need to be very careful who they listen to! There are many
false teachers, dispensationalists, futurists, doctrines tainted by Jesuits.
And their are prosperity Gospel preachers who rip off the poor while they
live in luxury. And some churches are even infiltrated with witches! We need
to make sure we are following what the Bible actually teaches and not just
what some preacher says it teaches. Let’s be like the Bereans and search the
Scriptures for ourselves to see if what the preacher or teacher is saying is
what the Bible actually says!
Acts 17:10  And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night
unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.
11  These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so.

Jesus uses a parable of lightning, a carcase, and eagles
Matthew 24:27-28 “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. {28} For
wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.”
Not in Mark.
Not in Luke
Adam Clarke’s interpretation: “The Lord, points out the very march of the
Roman army: they entered into Judea on the East, and carried on their
conquest Westward, as if not only the extensiveness of the ruin, but the
very route which the army would take, were intended in the comparison of the
lightning issuing from the east, and shining to the west. Clarke also
interprets the “carcase” as the Jewish nation which was morally and
judicially dead and the “eagles” as the armies of Rome gathered around the
dead nation. It’s makes sense to me!

The Historicist interpretation of Scriptures futurists consider to be about the end of the world.
Matthew 24:29-31 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be
shaken: {30} And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. {31} And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
Mark 13:24-27 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, {25} And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be
shaken. {26} And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. {27}
And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.”
Luke 21:25-28 “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; {26} Men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be
shaken. {27} And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. {28}
And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.”



From Adam Clarke’s commentary: “Commentators generally understand this, and what follows, of the end of
the world and Christ’s coming to judgment: but the word immediately shows that our Lord is not speaking
of any distant event, but of something immediately consequent on calamities already predicted: and that
must be the destruction of Jerusalem. “The Jewish heaven shall perish, and the sun and moon of its glory
and happiness shall be darkened – brought to nothing. The sun is the religion of the Church; the moon is
the government of the state; and the stars are the judges and doctors of both. Compare Isaiah 13:10;
Ezekiel 32:7, Ezekiel 32:8, etc.”
In the prophetic language, great commotions upon earth are often represented under the notion of
commotions and changes in the heavens: –
The fall of Babylon is represented by the stars and constellations of heaven withdrawing their light, and
the sun and moon being darkened. See Isaiah 13:9, Isaiah 13:10.
The destruction of Egypt, by the heaven being covered, the sun enveloped with a cloud, and the moon
withholding her light. Ezekiel 32:7, Ezekiel 32:8.
The destruction of the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes is represented by casting down some of the host of
heaven, and the stars to the ground. See Daniel 8:10.
And this very destruction of Jerusalem is represented by the Prophet Joel, Joel 2:30, Joel 2:31, by
showing wonders in heaven and in earth – darkening the sun, and turning the moon into blood. This general
mode of describing these judgments leaves no room to doubt the propriety of its application in the
present case.
The falling of stars, i.e. those meteors which are called falling stars by the common people, was deemed
an omen of evil times.
Verse 30 Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man – The plain meaning of this is, that the
destruction of Jerusalem will be such a remarkable instance of Divine vengeance, such a signal
manifestation of Christ’s power and glory, that all the Jewish tribes shall mourn, and many will, in
consequence of this manifestation of God, be led to acknowledge Christ and his religion. By της γης, of
the land, in the text, is evidently meant here, as in several other places, the land of Judea and its
tribes, either its then inhabitants, or the Jewish people wherever found.
Verse 31 He shall send his angels – Τους αγγελους, his messengers, the apostles, and their successors in
the Christian ministry.
With a great sound of a trumpet – Or, a loud-sounding trumpet – the earnest affectionate call of the
Gospel of peace, life, and salvation.
Shall gather together his elect – The Gentiles, who were now chosen or elected, in place of the
rebellious, obstinate Jews, according to Our Lord’s prediction, Matthew 8:11, Matthew 8:12, and Luke
13:28, Luke 13:29. For the children of the kingdom, (the Jews who were born with a legal right to it, but
had now finally forfeited that right by their iniquities) should be thrust out. It is worth serious
observation, that the Christian religion spread and prevailed mightily after this period: and nothing
contributed more to the success of the Gospel than the destruction of Jerusalem happening in the very
time and manner, and with the very circumstances, so particularly foretold by our Lord. It was after this
period that the kingdom of Christ began, and his reign was established in almost every part of the world.
To St. Matthew’s account, St. Luke adds, Luke 21:24, They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shalt
be led away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles, till the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. The number of those who fell by the sword was very great. Eleven Hundred
Thousand perished during the siege. Many were slain at other places, and at other times. By the
commandment of Florus, the first author of the war, there were slain at Jerusalem 3,600, Josephus. War,
b. ii. c. 14. By the inhabitants of Caesarea, above 20,000. At Scythopolis, above 13,000. At Ascalon,
2,500. At Ptolemais, 2,000. At Alexandria, 50,000. At Joppa, when taken by Cestius Gallus, 8,400. In a
mountain called Asamon, near Sepporis, above 2,000. At Damascus, 10,000. In a battle with the Romans at
Ascalon, 10,000. In an ambuscade near the same place, 8,000. At Japha, 15,000. Of the Samaritans, on
Mount Gerizim, 11,600. At Jotapa, 40,000. At Joppa, when taken by Vespasian, 4,200. At Tarichea, 6,500.
And after the city was taken, 1,200. At Gamala, 4,000, besides 5,000 who threw themselves down a
precipice. Of those who fled with John, of Gischala, 6,000. Of the Gadarenes, 15,000 slain, besides
countless multitudes drowned. In the village of Idumea, above 10,000 slain. At Gerasa, 1,000. At
Machaerus, 1,700. In the wood of Jardes, 3,000. In the castle of Masada, 960. In Cyrene, by Catullus the
governor, 3,000. Besides these, many of every age, sex, and condition, were slain in the war, who are not
reckoned; but, of those who are reckoned, the number amounts to upwards of 1,357,660, which would have
appeared incredible, if their own historian had not so particularly enumerated them. See Josephus, War,
book ii. c. 18, 20; book iii. c. 2, 7, 8, 9; book iv. c. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9; book vii. c. 6, 9, 11; and Bp.
Newton, vol. ii. p. 288-290.
Many also were led away captives into all nations. There were taken at Japha, 2,130. At Jotapa, 1,200. At
Tarichea, 6,000 chosen young men, who were sent to Nero; others sold to the number of 30,400, besides
those who were given to Agrippa. Of the Gadarenes were taken 2,200. In Idumea above 1,000. Many besides
these were taken in Jerusalem; so that, as Josephus says, the number of the captives taken in the whole
war amounted to 97,000. Those above seventeen years of age were sent to the works in Egypt; but most were
distributed through the Roman provinces, to be destroyed in their theatres by the sword, and by the wild
beasts; and those under seventeen years of age were sold for slaves. Eleven thousand in one place
perished for want. At Caesarea, Titus, like a thorough-paced infernal savage, murdered 2,500 Jews, in
honor of his brother’s birthday; and a greater number at Berytus in honor of his father’s. See Josephus,
War, b. vii. c. 3. s. 1. Some he caused to kill each other; some were thrown to the wild beasts; and
others burnt alive. And all this was done by a man who was styled, The darling of mankind! Thus were the
Jews miserably tormented, and distributed over the Roman provinces; and continue to be distressed and
dispersed over all the nations of the world to the present day. Jerusalem also was, according to the
prediction of our Lord, to be trodden down by the Gentiles. Accordingly it has never since been in the
possession of the Jews. It was first in subjection to the Romans, afterwards to the Saracens, then to the
Franks, after to the Mamalukes, and now to the Turks. Thus has the prophecy of Christ been most literally
and terribly fulfilled, on a people who are still preserved as continued monuments of the truth of our
Lord’s prediction, and of the truth of the Christian religion. See more in Bp. Newton’s Dissert. vol. ii.
p. 291, etc.



The meaning of the parable of the fig tree
Matthew 24:32-35 “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: {33} So
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even
at the doors. {34} Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass,
till all these things be fulfilled. {35} Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away.”
Mark 13:28-31 “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet
tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near: {29} So ye in
like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is
nigh, even at the doors. {30} Verily I say unto you, that this generation
shall not pass, till all these things be done. {31} Heaven and earth shall
pass away: but my words shall not pass away.”
Luke 21:29-33 “And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all
the trees; {30} When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own
selves that summer is now nigh at hand. {31} So likewise ye, when ye see
these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
{32} Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be
fulfilled. {33} Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not
pass away.”
Adam Clarke commentary: Learn a parable of the fig-tree – That is, These
signs which I have given you will be as infallible a proof of the
approaching ruin of the Jewish state as the budding of the trees is a proof
of the coming summer.
My commentary of This generation shall not pass away: Jesus was talking to
his disciples who were mostly young. They would live 40 more years to see
all these things, namely the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem by the
Roman army.

Jesus exhorts us not to fall spiritually asleep.
Matthew 24:36 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
of heaven, but my Father only.
Mark 13:32-33 “But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. {33} Take ye
heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.
Not in Luke.
How many times in history were people caught off guard and unprepared for a
disaster? The destruction of Lahaina in Maui is a recent example.

Who was left behind? The fortunate ones!
Matthew 24:40-41 “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken,
and the other left. {41} Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one
shall be taken, and the other left.”
Not in Mark.
Not in Luke.
Adam Clarke’s commentary: Then shall two men – two women – one shall be
taken, and the other left – The meaning seems to be, that so general should
these calamities be, that no two persons, wheresoever found, or about
whatsoever employed, should be both able to effect their escape; and that
captivity and the sword should have a complete triumph over this unhappy
people.
I hope you see these verses are not talking about the Rapture as the popular
“Left Behind” series by Tim LaHaye indicates. It’s talking about the killing
of Jews by the Romans.



Warnings to watch and stay spiritually awake!
Matthew 24:37-51 “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be. {38} For as in the days that were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noe entered into the ark, {39} And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” “Watch
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. {43} But know
this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief
would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to
be broken up. {44} Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh. {45} Who then is a faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat
in due season? {46} Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh
shall find so doing. {47} Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him
ruler over all his goods. {48} But and if that evil servant shall say in his
heart, My lord delayeth his coming; {49} And shall begin to smite his
fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; {50} The lord of that
servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that
he is not aware of, {51} And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his
portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Mark 13:34-37 “For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left
his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work,
and commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when
the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the
cockcrowing, or in the morning: {36} Lest coming suddenly he find you
sleeping. {37} And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.”
Luke 21:34-36 “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so
that day come upon you unawares. {35} For as a snare shall it come on all
them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. {36} Watch ye therefore, and
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”
Self-explanatory.

For more commentary of the Olivet Discourse, please see Adam Clarke’s
Commentary on Matthew 24

Daniel Chapter 2, an Outline of World
History from Babylon to the Present
and Beyond
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Chapter 2 of the Book of Daniel is probably the easiest to understand of all
the prophecies of Daniel, and the interpretation of it is probably the least
controversial among Christians! The only people who may question the Book of
Daniel are atheists and people who deny the Divine inspiration of the Bible.
That’s because Daniel two is an outline of world history of the empires that
existed hundreds of years after Daniel was alive. The Lord showed Daniel the
empires that would follow the Babylonian empire. There is no way Daniel could
have known or shared these things with Nebuchadnezzar unless God, Who knows
the future, had revealed it. Because the prophecies of Daniel 2 were all
fulfilled after Daniel which history clearly shows us, and because that
proves the Divine inspiration of the Book of Daniel, unbelieving academics
and scholars have tried to argue that Daniel chapter 2 was written much later
than Daniel actually lived, and therefore Daniel could not have written it.
They’re wrong. Who would you rather trust? The recorded Word of God or the
opinion of some unbelieving academic? I choose the former. Jesus Himself gave
credibility to the Book of Daniel when He said in Mark 13:14:

“But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then
let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:”

Jesus is talking about the latter half of Daniel 9:27 which says:

…and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the
desolate.

I taught Daniel 2 once during an evening Bible study to my Christian
fellowship. I think most of them understood and appreciated it.

Daniel 2:1  And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his
sleep brake from him.

Nebuchadnezzar II, also spelled Nebuchadrezzar II, (born c.
630—died c. 561 bce), second and greatest king of the Chaldean
dynasty of Babylonia (reigned c. 605–c. 561 bce). He was known for
his military might, the splendour of his capital, Babylon, and his
important part in Jewish history. (Source: Britannica)

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nebuchadnezzar-II


I don’t like using BCE, before common era, and CE, common era. I’ll just
stick with BC, before Christ, and AD, after Christ. I heard Neil deGrasse
Tyson, the famous American astrophysicist, author, and science communicator
say he also prefers to use BC and AD. �

The second year of the King Nebuchadrezzar of the Book of Daniel was
therefore 606 BC.

I hope you read the entire chapter 2 from your Bible on your own. I will sum
up verses 2 – 30:

King Nebuchadrezzar had a dream he considered important and meaningful, but
upon waking up, he couldn’t remember the dream. He therefore called his wise
men, the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell him
what he dreamed. They of course could not. King Nebuchadrezzer wanted the
wise men to tell him both the dream and the interpretation of it! He said if
they could tell him the dream, he would know they would tell him the correct
interpretation of the dream. When the wise men said there was no way they can
tell the king his dream, Nebuchandresser then threatened them and their
families with execution! This would have included the prophet Daniel and his
Hebrew friends as well if they did not tell the king his dream. Daniel wasn’t
in the kings presence at the time.

The wise men said,

Daniel 2:11  And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is
none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling
is not with flesh.

The king then became furious and ordered all the wise men to be killed!
Daniel found out about the king’s order from Arioch, the king’s captain, and
went to the king to ask for time to learn both the dream and its
interpretation. The king granted his request. Daniel then asked his Hebrew
friends to pray that the God of Heaven reveal to him both the dream and the
interpretation. Daniel received it by revelation that night and the next day
told the king both the dream and the interpretation.

Nebuchadnezzer’s dream

Daniel 2:31-35  ¶Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great
image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form
thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet
part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out
without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and
clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of
the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was
found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole earth.



The interpretation

Daniel 2:36-38  This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation
thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And
wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls
of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over
them all. Thou art this head of gold.

The “image” Nebuchadnezzer saw was a statue of a man. The “head of gold” of
the statue represented King Nebuchanezzer and his kingdom that ruled from 626
BC and ended 539 BC. Nebuchadnezzer was king during this time from 605 BC to
561 BC.

The Neo-Babylonian Empire or Second Babylonian Empire, historically
known as the Chaldean Empire, was the last polity ruled by monarchs
native to Mesopotamia. Beginning with the coronation of
Nabopolassar as the King of Babylon in 626 BC and being firmly
established through the fall of the Neo-Assyrian Empire in 612 BC,
the Neo-Babylonian Empire was conquered by the Achaemenid Persian
Empire in 539 BC, marking the collapse of the Chaldean dynasty less
than a century after its founding. (Source: Wikipedia)

Daniel 2:39  And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and
another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

The second kingdom of Daniel 2:39 symbolized by the statue’s breast and his
arms of silver and is the dual empire of Medo-Persia which is also known as
the Achaemenid Empire or Achaemenian Empire. Persia was the stronger of the
two, just as in the body one arm is stronger than the other!

Toward the end of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, the Persians began
to become a powerful force and under Cyrus II Media was conquered
in 549 b.c. and was combined with the empire of the Persians to
form Medo-Persia. The combined strength of the Persians and the
Medes led to conquest of Babylon in 539 b.c., with the resulting
extension of their empire over much of the Middle East until the
conquest of Alexander the Great in 331 b.c. (Source: Bible.org)

The third kingdom of Daniel 2:39 symbolized by the belly and his thighs of
brass is the Greek empire founded by Alexander the Great in 331 BC. Daniel
lived to the beginning of the Medo-Persian empire but the Greek empire came
200 years later! The Greeks were interested in philosophy and religion or
spiritual things. And it is held by the Greeks and by almost all religions
that the seat of the spirit is in the belly. As Jesus said, “Out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake He of the Spirit.)” (John
7:38,39)

https://bible.org/seriespage/6-medes-and-persians


In 334 BC, Alexander the Great invaded the Achaemenid Persian
Empire and began a series of campaigns that lasted for 10 years.
Following his conquest of Asia Minor, Alexander broke the power of
Achaemenid Persia in a series of decisive battles, including those
at Issus and Gaugamela; he subsequently overthrew Darius III and
conquered the Achaemenid Empire in its entirety.

The first empire was represented by the head of gold, Babylon. The second,
the dual empire of Medo-persia represented by arms of silver. Two arms
represented the dual kingdom. First Cyrus II of Persia, commonly known as
Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon, but Cyrus let Darius the Mede be ruler of
it in the beginning. The Bible tells me so!

Daniel 5:30-31 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two
years old.

Next, the fourth kingdom:

Daniel 2:40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.

The fourth kingdom represented by the legs or iron was the Roman Empire.
Rome, the tough, iron-fisted kingdom which clamped down with iron military
rule over the entire known world in the days before Christ, was one of the
longest-reigning empires the world has ever known. For nearly one hundred
years there were no major wars, no one even being able to muster a force
against the Roman rule.The armies of Rome marched all over the known world
which gives meaning to the legs of iron. Rome conquered the Greeks in 27 BC.
In its decline it was divided into an Eastern and Western Empire. The Western
Empire was ruled by Rome, and the Eastern Empire, ruled by Constantinople,
was called the Byzantine Empire. So even the parts of the image itself
symbolize the kingdoms of man, and this becomes extremely significant as we
go on to the feet.

Daniel 2:41-43  And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’
clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in
it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with
miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay,
so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou
sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed
of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed
with clay.

This brings us up to the present. Kings ruled the earth until the American
Revolution and the French Revolution which brought democracy to the world.
The iron rule of the Roman empire continued through the “Holy Roman Empire”
by the iron rule of the popes of Rome and their control over kings. Personal
liberty and freedom of conscience was suppressed. It’s still hated by the
Pope and the Vatican till this day!



The clay can represent the democratic republics such as America which
supposedly protects the rights of the individual. The iron may also represent
dictatorships, both fascist and communist governments. Germany under Hitler
was fascist and the Soviet Union was communist. Both were dictatorships. The
people were suppressed. China is of course run by the Chinese Communist
Party. There was some freedom when I visited China in 1998 and 1999, but
nobody even then discussed politics! I wouldn’t want to visit China today.

Another interpretation of the iron and the clay, and this is my own personal
interpretation: I think it may be symbolized by bones in person’s feet and
the tissue covering the bones. This reminds me of so called democratic
governments today. All nations of the world including democracies have a
hidden dictatorial iron core of rule which is covered by the democratic
(clay) process. GWB told the American people they had no say in his invasion
of Afghanistan and Iraq. It would happen no matter if the vast majority of
the American people were against it. That’s democracy?

Daniel 2:44-45  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to
the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the
interpretation thereof sure.

The Stone cut out of the mountain without hands represents the Lord Jesus
Christ. His coming will break in pieces the kingdoms of this world, the
existing governments of man, and He will set up His kingdom on earth to
replace them. This, I believe, is very close the time we are living in now!
When will it happen? I’m not into date setting but I can’t see how the world
can last much longer the way it’s going! I see judgements on nations that
have legalized abortion and are promoting the LGBTQ agenda, judgements such
as fires, floods, extreme heat in the summer, extreme cold and snow in the
winter, tornados, hurricanes, and earthquakes. It was Obama who was the first
American president that came out with his acceptance of gay people, and Biden
has taken it to a whole new level promoting transgenerism. And besides
abortion and the LGBTQ agenda, I’m hearing a lot more evil going on, things I
cannot ennumerate in this article. If you have seen the “Sound of Freedom”
you know what I’m talking about.

Let’s all be busy for the Lord in service to His Kingdom so we will not be
ashamed at His coming!

Revelation 22:20-21  ¶He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.



Who is the “He” of Daniel 9:27 Who
Confirms the Covenant with Many for
One Week?

Nearly all contemporary students of Bible Endtime prophecy will answer the
question of the title of this article with, “The Antichrist!” But did you
know up till the end of the 19th century, Daniel 9:27 was considered a
Messianic prophecy of the 7 years of Jesus and His disciples’ ministry of
giving the Gospel to the Jews?

The Fourth Kingdom of Daniel Chapter 7
— Rome

The fourth Kingdom of Daniel chapter 7 is the Roman Empire. It continues to
this day through the Vatican, the so called Holy See.

The Ten Horns of the Books of Daniel
and Revelation
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The Ten Horns of the Book of Revelation identified as 10 modern nations!

Daniel Chapter 2 – An Outline of 2500
Years of World History!

Daniel chapter two is a prophecy of four empires of world history, and three
of these empires, the Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman empire hadn’t happened
yet!

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 24
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This chapter contains a prediction of the utter destruction of the city and
temple of Jerusalem, and the subversion of the whole political constitution
of the Jews; and is one of the most valuable portions of the new covenant
Scriptures, with respect to the evidence which it furnishes of the truth of
Christianity. Every thing which our Lord foretold should come on the temple,
city, and people of the Jews, has been fulfilled in the most correct and
astonishing manner; and witnessed by a writer (Josephus) who was present
during the whole, who was himself a Jew, and is acknowledged to be an
historian of indisputable veracity in all those transactions which concern
the destruction of Jerusalem. Without having designed it, he has written a
commentary on our Lord’s words, and shown how every tittle was punctually
fulfilled, though he knew nothing of the Scripture which contained this
remarkable prophecy.

The Prophecy Jesus Told His Disciples
on the Mount of Olives was ALL
Fulfilled in 70AD

This article is from communication with a friend who wrote:
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I’m very interested in your comments about Jesus’s Olivet prophecy saying it
does not refer to our future but to AD70 when the Romans sacked Jerusalem. (I
hope I’m not misrepresenting your position but please correct me if I am.) I
know you’ve mentioned it before to me. Can you explain to me in layman’s
terms, how we know this refers to AD70 and not to our current future? I
believe it relates to the years in Daniel? Thanks, and sorry I’m very muddled
on this.

My reply:

You are presenting my position correctly when you said I believe it was all
fulfilled in 70 AD.

If we agree that Matthew 24 Mark 13 and Luke 21 are all talking about the
same thing, meaning the Olivet Discourse, it behooves us to compare these
passages with each other to see if the account of one Gospel writer may shed
more light on the account of another Gospel writer. It seems to me most
contemporary teachers of the Olivet discourse have not done that!! And this
has resulted in two very serious misinterpretations. One of them has resulted
from a mistranslation of Matthew 24:3. Let’s compare that verse with what
Mark and Luke have to say.

Matthew 24:3 (KJV) And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of
the end of the world?

Mark 13:4 (KJV) Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall
be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?

Luke 21:7 (KJV) And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall
these things be? and what sign will there be when these things
shall come to pass?

Notice that Mark and Luke does not say “the end of the world.” A better
translation would be, the end of the age, meaning the Jewish age.

Other translations confirm this:

https://biblehub.com/matthew/24-3.htm

I don’t recommend modern English translations but I think some of the
translations are better than the KJV in some verses. Most King James only
people would not want to accept that. But I do see some errors in the King
James version. For example, In the book of Acts, it uses the word Easter but
it should say Passover. The Passover is not determined by the first Sunday
after the first full moon after the spring equinox as Easter is.

https://biblehub.com/matthew/24-3.htm


In 70 AD the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple and all the
records of Jewish lineage. And that means there is no person who claims to be
Jewish today who can tell you what tribe of Israel he is from. Dr Chuck
Baldwin does the most thorough job of any preacher I have ever heard in
explaining the Olivet discourse and the meaning of it.

It’s long but worth reading if you can take the time. It answers very clearly
the second serious major misinterpretation of the Olivet discourse: The
meaning of the Abomination of Desolation.

I will sum it up for you as succinctly as I can.

Most evangelicals today believe the Abomination of Desolation is the End time
Antichrist erecting an idol in a rebuilt Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem. And
this is connected to false doctrines of so-called Christian Zionism. This was
a popular doctrine in the Scofield Reference Bible and has misled millions of
English-speaking Christians. And again to find the truth all we have to do is
compare what Matthew has to say with one other Gospel writer, Luke and what
he has to say:

Matthew 24:15-16 (KJV)
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand:)
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

Luke 21:20-21 (KJV)
20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh.
21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let
them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that
are in the countries enter thereinto.

Luke clearly identifies the Abomination of Desolation as Jerusalem compassed
with armies – Roman armies. And both Matthew and Luke tell the followers of
Jesus who witness that event what to do: Flee into the mountains. From where?
From Judaea. Why? To avoid the slaughter of the Jews by the Romans. To me,
that’s as clear as crystal. The followers of Jesus who believed in the
prophecy left Jerusalem and Judea and survived the Roman attack. The
unbelieving Jews who remained were killed.

In this prophecy, Jesus was referring to the final words of Daniel 9:27.

Daniel 9:27 (KJV) And he shall confirm the covenant with many for
one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the

https://www.jamesjpn.net/basic-bible/the-destruction-of-jerusalem-message-by-dr-chuck-baldwin-on-aug-25-2019-in-text-format-and-video/


desolate.

The “overspreading of abominations” is talking about the attacking armies of
Rome, and “make it desolate” is referring to the destruction of Jerusalem and
the temple. The problem evangelicals make is that they also include the
prophecies of Daniel 11, and they are completely different prophecies and
were already fulfilled before Jesus was born on Earth. I also talk about this
on my website but I don’t want to give you too much to read right now.

Another point: Matthew refers to it as great tribulation, but Luke refers to
it as days of vengeance.

Luke 21:22 (KJV) For these be the days of vengeance, that all
things which are written may be fulfilled.

Days of vengeance on whom? On the Jesus of Nazareth rejecting Jews who
crucified their Christ, their Messiah. This is brought out very clearly in
Dr. Baldwin’s talk and it makes a whole lot of sense to me.

Evangelicals today are always talking about a future coming great tribulation
of people. Some say this includes believers as well if you believe in a post-
tribulation rapture. I cannot see how you can come up with this doctrine when
you read Luke chapter 21, because it’s clearly referring to God’s judgment on
the unbelieving Christ-rejecting Jews!

Anyway, there’s a lot more to talk about on this subject, and you’re only
going to learn it if you take the time to read what Pastor Chuck Baldwin has
to say and or read other articles about it on my website. I have written
extensively about it:

https://www.jamesjpn.net/?s=Matthew+24

And of course, you can say all of the above are also really interpretations
but please know that this was the standard Protestant interpretation up to
the end of the 18th century. Bible commentators up to that time have all said
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 are fulfilled prophecies. This is not the
same thing as Preterism! The preterists say that ALL of the Bible prophecies
have been fulfilled, including all of the Book of Revelation, and I certainly
don’t believe that.

The “Taken” of Matthew 24:40 is NOT
Talking about the Rapture of the

https://www.jamesjpn.net/?s=Matthew+24
https://www.jamesjpn.net/basic-bible/what-the-taken-and-left-of-matthew-2440-really-means/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/basic-bible/what-the-taken-and-left-of-matthew-2440-really-means/


Saints!

The “left” of Matthew 24:40 is talking about those who were not killed by the
Romans, those who survived the Great Persecution.

Daniel 12 Explained in the Light of
History

The text below is from Philip Mauro‘s book, THE SEVENTY WEEKS AND THE GREAT
TRIBULATION.

MICHAEL THE GREAT PRINCE. THE TIME OF TROUBLE. MANY AWAKENING.
MANY RETURNING TO AND FRO. KNOWLEDGE INCREASED. HOW LONG THE END.

The first four verses of Daniel 12 should not be disconnected from Chapter
11, for they are an integral part of the prophecy, there being no break at
all at the place where the chapter division has been made. These concluding
verses of the prophecy read as follows:

“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people, and there
shall be a time of trouble such as never was since there was

https://www.jamesjpn.net/basic-bible/what-the-taken-and-left-of-matthew-2440-really-means/
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https://www.jamesjpn.net/eschatology/the-folly-of-claiming-fulfilled-prophecy-such-as-the-great-tribulation-is-yet-unfulfilled/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/The-Seventy-Weeks-and-the-Great-Tribulation-1923.pdf
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a nation even to that same time; and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in
the book.

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. And they that be wise (lit. cause to
be wise) shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever
and ever. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the
book, even to the time of the end; many shall run to and
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”

These are the last words of the long prophecy, and they bring it to an
appropriate climax. They tell what will happen “at that time,” emphasizing
this by repetition. This expression connects the passage directly with verse
40 of the preceding Chapter, where the words “at the time of the end” occur.
The same words are repeated in verse 4 of Chapter 12, just quoted. There is,
therefore, no room to doubt that the events here foretold were to occur
during the very last stage of “the latter days” of Jewish history. Moreover,
the statement of verse 7, that when the power of the holy people should be
scattered, then all these things should be finished, absolutely confines the
fulfillment of the entire prophecy to the period anterior to the capture of
Jerusalem by Titus. We specially ask attention to the great oath recorded in
this verse, and trust that our readers will not miss the meaning of it.

Four things are specified in the passage last quoted. They are:

1. The standing up of Michael, the great prince who stands for the children
of Daniel’s people.

2. A time of trouble such as never was at which time those found written in
the book were to escape.

3. Many to awake from the dust of the earth, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt, in which connection is given a great
promise to those who cause to be wise, and who turn many to righteousness.

4. Many to run to and fro, and knowledge to be increased.

Michael the Prince

Many able and sound expositors hold that Michael is one of the names of the
Lord Jesus Christ and hence that this part of the prophecy was fulfilled by
His first coming. But the reasons that have been advanced in support of this
view do not seem to us sufficient to establish it. This prophecy makes
several references to great angelic beings, which are deeply interesting.
Thereby it appears that national destinies are in some way presided over, and
shaped, by mighty angels; and that Michael is specially charged to care for
the interests of the people of God.

Jude speaks of “Michael the archangel” as contending with the devil about the



body of Moses (Jude 9); and in (Revelation 12:7), Michael is again seen in
conflict with the devil. Paul mentions the archangel (without naming him) as
having to do with the resurrection of the saints (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

In Daniel there are three references to Michael, all in this prophecy given
by the angel who appeared to Daniel on the banks of the Tigris. The first
reference is in (Daniel 10:13,) where the angel says that the prince of the
kingdom of Persia had withstood him, but Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to his aid. Again in the same chapter (Daniel 10:20–21) are the words:
“And now I will return to fight with the prince of Persia; and when I am gone
forth, lo, the prince of Greece shall come … And there is none that holdeth
with me in these things, but Michael your prince.”

From these words it appears that the political destinies of the great heathen
nations of earth are presided over by mighty beings, who are rebels against
the authority of God, high potentates in the Kingdom of Satan. None of those
angelic beings stands for God “in these things” i.e., the affairs of the
world except Michael, the archangel. This is in accord with the words of the
Lord Jesus who speaks of the devil as “the prince of this world” (John 14:30,
etc.).

Commenting upon Daniel 10:20–21, Dr. Taylor says:

“Then resuming his former theme, the heavenly revealer
indicated that he had to return to fight again with the
Persian evil angel, and that while he was going forth for
(or continuing) that conflict, the prince of Greece would
come, and a new battle would begin with him, in which the
representative of God’s people would be left to his own
resources, with the single exception of the assistance of
Michael.

“This description of the conflicts in the spirit world
between the rival angels foreshadows the opposition
encountered by Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah and their
compatriots during the reigns of the Persian kings Darius
Hystaspes, Xerxes and Artaxerxes, and also that which, at a
later time, the descendants of the restorers of Jerusalem
met with at the hands of the Syrian representatives of the
Greek Empire. It prepares the way, therefore, for the
literal statements which follow (Chapter 11) and from which
we learn that, while the Persian kingdom lasted, the enmity
of the World power to the people of God would be largely
restrained, and the monarchs would be either positively
favourable to them, or at least indisposed to harm them. But
with the Grecian Empire, especially in one of the four
divisions into which it was to be broken up, a different
course would be pursued, and the descendants of Israel would
be reduced by it, for a season, to the most terrible
extremities.”

There is no revelation of the precise part taken by Michael, the great



prince, in the affairs of God’s people in the critical days to which this
part of the prophecy relates, that is to say, the beginning of New Testament
times; for Michael is not mentioned by name in the Gospels or Acts. But it
was a time of manifest angelic activity; and we may be sure that Michael had
a leading part in the events which were connected with the coming of Christ
into the World. Moreover, we read that “the angel of the Lord” appeared
several times to Joseph; that “the angel of the Lord” came to the shepherds
on Bethlehem’s plain, announcing the birth of the Savior; that “the angel of
the Lord” opened the prison doors, setting the apostles free (Acts 5:9), and
again released Peter from the prison, into which he had been cast by Herod
Agrippa I (Acts 12:7); that the same “angel of the Lord” smote that king upon
his throne when, upon a great public occasion, he gave not glory to God (Acts
12:23); and the same angel came to Paul at the time of the great shipwreck
with God’s message of deliverance (Acts 27:23). If this “angel of the Lord”
was Michael, then we have many instances of his “standing up,” in behalf of
the people of God “at that time.” But especially at the great crisis of
danger the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies, which was particularly and
definitely revealed to Daniel would there be need of intervention by those
celestial beings who “excel in strength,” and no doubt Michael then “stood
up” for the deliverance of Daniel’s people, even on behalf of “as many as
were found written in the book.”

It should be stated, in this connection, that the expression “written in the
book” had been known since the days of Moses (Exodus 32:32) as a figurative
description of those whom the Lord acknowledges as His own.

A Time of Trouble Such As Never Was

The prediction of “a time of trouble such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time,” is the last thing in the chain of national
events revealed in this prophecy; and in perfect agreement with it is the
well known fact that the Jewish nation came to its end with a time of
tribulation, distress and sufferings, of a severity beyond anything that was
ever heard since the world began. Of this period of unparalleled tribulation
Josephus says, in the introduction of his Wars of the Jews:

“It had come to pass that our city Jerusalem had arrived at a higher degree
of felicity than any other city under the Roman government, and yet at last
fell into the sorest of calamities again. Accordingly it appears to me that
the misfortunes of all men from the beginning of the world, if they be
compared to those of the Jews, are not so considerable as they were.”

The sufferings of the Jews had this peculiar characteristic, namely, that
they were mostly inflicted upon themselves by the warring factions within the
city, concerning whom Joseph says in another place:

“It is impossible to go distinctly over every instance of these men’s
iniquity. I shall, therefore, speak my mind here at once briefly: That
neither did any other city ever suffer such miseries, nor did any age ever
breed a generation more fruitful in wickedness than this was, from the
beginning of the world” (Wars V. 10:5).



This “great tribulation” is commonly in our day assigned to the future; and
this view was held by the present writer himself until he made a personal
study of the question. Our observations on this point, however, belong to the
second division of our subject, the Lord’s Prophecy on Mount Olivet (Matthew
24), so we will only say at present that so conclusive to our mind is the
proof that the “great tribulation” of Matthew 24:21 was the then approaching
siege of Jerusalem, that we are bound to believe that competent teachers who
relegate it to the future have never examined and weighed the evidence.

Mr. Farquharson on this point says as follows:

“Our Savior certainly referred to the tribulations attendant
on the fearful destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersion
of the Jewish people by the Roman arms under Titus; and when
we understand Daniel’s time of trouble as belonging to the
same events … then the whole of his prophecy in Chapter 12
can be easily demonstrated to have received a signal and
complete fulfillment in the Advent of Christ, in the
deliverance wrought by Him … in the awakening of men from
the death of sin … in the prophecy itself not being
understood until explained by Christ (and then not
understood by the unbelieving Jews, but understood by the
Christian converts), in the continued impenitence and
increasing wickedness of the unbelieving Jews, in the
judgments at last sent upon them in the Roman war, in the
duration of that war, and in the immediate abatement of the
sufferings attending it upon Titus getting unexpected
possession of the last strongholds of Jerusalem.”

In the last clause of the above quotation the author had in mind the words of
Christ “and except those days should be shortened there should no flesh be
saved” (Matthew 24:22), upon all of which deeply interesting matters we hope
to comment in the second part of our work.

Many Awakening Out of the Dust

The words “and many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,” etc.
are commonly taken as referring to the bodily resurrection of the dead, and
this is one reason why the entire passage is frequently relegated to the
future. But there is nothing said here about either death or resurrection. On
the other hand, it can be abundantly shown that the words “sleep” and “awake”
are common figurative expressions for the condition of those who are at first
oblivious to the truth of God, but who are aroused by a message from Him out
of that condition. Isaiah describes the people of Israel as being under the
influence of “the spirit of deep sleep” (Isaiah 29:10); and again he says,
“the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined” (Isaiah
9:2), which words are declared by the evangelist to have been fulfilled by
the personal ministry of Christ in Israel (Matthew 4:14–16). Paul paraphrases
another word of Isaiah (Isaiah 60:1) as having the meaning, “Awake thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light”
(Ephesians 5:14). And the Lord Himself declared that the era of this



spiritual awakening had come, when He said, “The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear
shall live” (John 5:25). In both these last two passages the reference is to
those who were spiritually dead, as all would agree.

The whole nation of Israel was “awakened” out of a sleep of centuries through
the ministry of John the Baptist, followed by that of the Lord Himself, and
lastly by that of the apostles and evangelists, who “preached the gospel unto
them with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” It will be observed that the
prophecy does not indicate that those who are “awakened” shall all be saved.
On the contrary, it says that for some the awakening would be “to everlasting
life” and for others “to shame and everlasting contempt.” In agreement with
this is the fact which the Gospels so clearly set forth that, although
multitudes came to John’s baptism, and “all men mused in their hearts
concerning him,” and while multitudes also followed Christ because of the
miracles done by Him, and for the sake of the loaves and fishes, yet the
outcome was that Israel was divided into two classes, those who “received
Him,” and those who “received Him not.” Thus “there was a division because of
Him.” His own words distinguish the two classes: “He that believeth on Him is
not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed on the Name of the only begotten Son of God” (John3:18).
The former class awoke to “everlasting life” (John 3:16), and the latter “to
shame and everlasting contempt” (John 3:36).

To the same effect the apostle John writes: “Nevertheless, among the chief
rulers also many believed on Him; but because of the Pharisees, they did not
confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue. For they loved the
praise of men, more than the praise of God” (John 12:42–43). These, though
awakened, refused to meet Christ’s simple conditions of salvation by
confessing Him (Matthew 10:32); therefore they awoke unto “shame,” even as He
Himself declared, when He said: “For whosoever shall be ashamed of Me, and of
My words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He shall come in His
own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26).

The next verse of the prophecy strongly confirms the view we are now
presenting; for there we have mention of the reward of those who “cause to be
wise,” and who “turn many to righteousness.” What class of persons could
possibly be meant but those who spread the truth of the gospel? There are
none others, and never will be others, who cause their fellows to be “wise”
unto salvation, and “who turn many” from sin “to righteousness.” Seeing,
therefore, that we have the awakening foretold in verse 2 connected closely
with a clear reference to those who preach the gospel of Christ, we have good
reason to conclude that the passage had its fulfillment in that great and
wonderful era of Jewish national existence, “the time of the end” thereof,
during which Christ was announced and manifested, was rejected and crucified,
was raised up and glorified, and finally was preached to the whole nation in
the power of the Holy Ghost.

The nature of the reward promised to those “who cause to be wise” and “who
turn many to righteousness” helps also to illustrate the meaning of the
passage. These are to shine as the brightness of the firmament and as the
stars forever and ever. This reminds us that the people of God are to let



their light shine before men, and that they are “the light of the world.” In
holding forth the word of life they “shine as lights in the world.” Once they
were darkness, but now are they “light in the Lord;” and their reward shall
be to shine as the stars for ever and ever; for as “one star differeth from
another star in glory, so also is the resurrection of the dead” (1
Corinthians 15:41–42).

Many Shall Run To and Fro

Various meanings have been assigned to the words “many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased.” These words bring the prophecy to an end;
and it is not difficult to see the resemblance they bear to the final words
of the first Gospel, “Go ye, teach (or make disciples of) all nations.”
Another Gospel records their obedience to this command; for it is written
that “They went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them”
(Mark 16:20).

The word “run” in Daniel 12:4 is not the usual word for the action of
running. Strong’s Concordance says it means primarily to push, hence to
travel or go about. What helps fix the meaning is that, in nearly all its
occurrences in the Bible, it is joined, as here, with the words “to and fro,”
which signify a complete covering of the ground. Thus, the prophet said to
King Asa, “The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth” (2
Chronicles 16:9). Jeremiah says, “Run ye to and fro through the streets of
Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek,” etc. (Jeremiah 5:1); and again,
“Lament, and run to and fro by the hedges” (Jeremiah 49:3). Amos says, “They
shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it”
(Amos 8:12), this being just the reverse of the Word of the Lord seeking
after them. Zechariah also has the expression, “They are the eyes of the
Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth” (Zechariah 4:10),
signifying His discerning presence in every place.

By these scriptures, therefore, it appears that the words we are considering
are most appropriate to describe that worldwide activity in spreading the
truth of the gospel which the Lord specially pressed upon His disciples, and
to which the apostle Paul refers in the words, “How shall they believe in Him
of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear without a preacher? and
how shall they preach except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings
of good things” (Romans 10:14–5, quoting Isaiah 52:7). The gospel messenger
is frequently figured as one who runs, because of the urgency of the tidings
he bears (Habakkuk 2:2–3).

And what was the purpose, and what the result of this going forth of the
disciples to every part of the world with the gospel? It was the increase of
knowledge; and certainly, in such a prophecy, it is the knowledge of the true
God that is spoken of (John 17:4; 1 Corinthians 15:34; Colossians 1:10). The
world lay in the darkness of ignorance. Paul describes those times as “the
times of this ignorance,” wherein even the cultivated Athenians erected an
altar to “the Unknown God” (Acts 17:23–30); and God Himself had said, even of
the Jews, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). Thus
we see the direct relation of the two clauses, “Many shall run to and fro,”



and “knowledge shall be increased,” and how both are clearly fulfilled in the
activities of the first gospel preachers.

As to this Mr. Farquharson remarks:

“The Divine ‘knowledge,’ which the apostles and first
Christians ran to and fro to communicate to all nations,
maintains, and ever will maintain, a lofty and
unapproachable superiority over all the knowledge that man
can discover for himself … In this way then the prediction
of Daniel was literally fulfilled. The day spring of true
knowledge from on high waited upon the footsteps of the
apostles of Christ, as they traversed the Gentile world,
dispelling darkness, and doubt and fear, and diffusing
light, and confidence and joy over every condition of human
life.”

Thus understood, the words “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased,” bring the prophecy to a most appropriate conclusion, and one that
is strictly in keeping with its announced purpose, and with its purport as a
whole; whereas, to make those words refer to the multiplication of rapidly
moving conveyances, as rail road trains, automobiles, etc., and to the spread
of “education” by means of schools, colleges, and books, is to introduce into
the prophecy an element that is incongruous, almost to the point of
absurdity.

How Long the End?

With Chapter 12:4, the long prophecy, which had proceeded without
interruption and without passing over any important event in the history of
“the latter days” of the Jewish people, comes to an end. But a remarkable
incident follows, and it affords help to the understanding of this part of
the prophecy. At this point Daniel looked and beheld two others besides the
one clothed in linen, which two were standing the one on the one side, and
the other on the other side of the bank of the river (the Tigris). And
thereupon one of these two put to the man who was clothed in linen a
question, to which evidently it was desired that special attention be paid.
Furthermore, the reply was given by the man in linen in the most solemn and
impressive manner; for in replying he held up both hands to heaven, and sware
by Him Who liveth forever. This further goes to show that we have here a
matter of exceptional importance. Let us then give special heed to it.

The question was, “How long the end of these wonders?” In quoting it thus we
have omitted the words, “shall it be to,” which the translators have
supplied, and which materially change the sense. We have seen that the
expression “the time of the end” means, not the actual termination, but the
period of time at the very end, the last stage of the entire era of the
renewed national life of Israel. Evidently it is the duration of that “time
of trouble,” spoken of in verse 1, and concerning which the Lord Himself when
on earth was so deeply distressed and grieved, as we shall point out more
particularly hereafter. It is the same period as that to which He was
referring when He said, “these be the days of vengeance that all things that



are written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:22); and again, “And except those days
be shortened there should no flesh be saved, but for the elects’ sake those
days shall be shortened” (Matthew 24:22). So it is concerning the duration of
those days of unparalleled distress for Israel that the question was asked.

Let us then note carefully the reply of the one clothed in linen, which was
in these words, “that it shall be for a time, times, and a half (or apart,
margin); and when He shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy
people, all these things shall be finished” (verse 7).

Here we have information, very clearly stated, which, if we give heed
thereto, will make perfectly plain to us the time when this entire prophecy
was to be fulfilled. For the celestial messenger, in answering the question,
made known first what would be the duration of the closing period of “trouble
such as never was,” and second what was to be the end of the whole series of
events, “all these things,” predicted in the entire prophecy. The words are
clear and precise. They tell us that the last act of all was to be the
scattering of the power of the holy people, and that when God had
accomplished that, and then would “all these things be finished.” To the same
effect are the words of Christ, Who, in telling His disciples what the very
end of those “days of vengeance” would be, said that “they shall be led away
captive into all nations” (Luke 21:24).

This makes it certain that the entire prophecy spoken to Daniel by the one
clothed in linen, including the time of trouble such as never was, and the
awakening of many from the dust of the earth, was fulfilled at and prior to
the destruction of Jerusalem, and the scattering of the power of the holy
people by the Romans in A.D. 70. It also affords substantial help in
understanding the Lord’s discourse on Mount Olivet, to which we will shortly
come.

A Time, Times and A Part

But before the scattering of the holy people a judgment which Moses had
predicted (see Deuteronomy 28:49–68, and particularly the words, “And the
Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even
to the other,” verse 64) a certain period of extreme distress, “the days of
vengeance,” was to run. This is given by the angel as “a time, times, and a
part,” which is understood by nearly all expositors to be three full years
and a part (not necessarily the half) of a fourth. But no event was mentioned
from which this era of three years and a fraction was to run. So Daniel says,
“I heard, but I understood not;” and therefore he asks, “What shall be the
end of these things?” (Daniel 12:6)

In replying to this question the one clothed in linen gave information
additional to that asked for; but we will notice first what he said in direct
reply to Daniel’s question. This is found in Daniel 12:11–12) where we read:
“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth (i.e., survives, or



endures) and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.”

It is to be noted that the two measures of time here given, 1290 days and
1335 days, both fall within the period of three years and a part, given in
verse 7 as the full measure of the time of the end. This tends still further
to confirm the view that by “a time, times, and a part” is meant three full
rounds of the annual feasts of the Jews, and part of a fourth.

It will further be seen from this answer that Daniel’s question had reference
to the very last epoch of Jewish history; for it was in that very last stage
of their national existence that the daily sacrifice was caused to cease,
which was by them regarded (when it came to pass in the days of the siege of
Jerusalem, as we shall presently show) the harbinger of some dire calamity.

The Taking Away of the Daily Sacrifice

We take the marginal reading (which is the more literal) as giving the sense,
the words of the margin being “and to set up the abomination,” etc. This
reading would make the 1290 days the measure of time between the two
specified events. But we have lately seen an interpretation, based on the
text of the A.V., which makes the taking away of the daily sacrifice, and the
setting up of the abomination that maketh desolate, simultaneous events, both
governed by the preposition “from.” But this obviously leaves the verse
without meaning; for it gives a measure of time from two specified events,
without stating to what that measure brings us.

The “daily sacrifice” was the sacrifice of a lamb every morning and evening.
This was to be kept up by the children of Israel throughout all their
generations, and a special promise was given upon condition that this
offering be continued (Exodus 29:38–45). (It should be observed that the
causing of the sacrifice and oblation to cease, as foretold in Daniel 9:27,
is a very different thing.)

Now, as a matter of historic fact, the daily sacrifice was taken away during
the siege of Jerusalem; and this was counted by the Jews an event of such
importance, and such a portent of approaching disaster, that Josephus has
recorded the very date on which it occurred, saying:

“And now Titus gave orders to his soldiers that were with him to dig up the
foundations of the tower of Antonia, and make a ready passage for his army to
come up, while he himself had Josephus brought to him; for he had been
informed that, on that very day, which was the seventeenth day of Panemus,
the sacrifice called ‘the daily sacrifice’ had failed, and had not been
offered to God for want of men to offer it; and that the people were
grievously troubled at it” (Wars, VI. 2.1.).

The Roman army, which, by comparison of the Lord’s words in (Matthew 24:15–16
Luke 21: 20–21,) is clearly seen to be “the abomination which maketh
desolate,” encompassed Jerusalem before the failure of the daily sacrifice;
whereas it might appear from the wording of the prophecy that those events
occurred in the reverse order. But Mr. Farquharson shows that “there is
nothing whatever in the verbs of the sentence to indicate which of the events



should precede the other; the interval of time between them only is
expressed.”

The first approach of the Roman armies under Cestius is described by Josephus
in his book of Wars, II17, 10. This was in the month corresponding to our
November, A.D. 66. The taking away of the daily sacrifice was in the month
Panemus, corresponding to the Hebrew Tammuz, and our July, A.D. 70 (Hartwell
Horne’s Chronological Table). Thus the measure of time between the two events
was three years, and part of a fourth.

But more than this: the measure 1290 days is exactly 43 great months (30 days
each, according to the Hebrew method of reckoning), and inasmuch as their
practice was to reckon by even weeks, months, and years the fulfillment of
this part of the prophecy is seen in the fact that it is just 43 even months
between the two events, ignoring the parts of the two months in which the
events severally occurred.

In verse 12 those are pronounced “blessed,” or happy, who survive a further
period of 45 days, and thus come to the 1335 days. In correspondence with
this is the recorded fact that, about a month and a half after the daily
sacrifice failed, the siege was ended by Titus’ getting sudden and unexpected
possession of the upper city, the last stronghold of the besieged. This last
action took place, according to Josephus, the seventh day of the Hebrew month
Elul, answering to our September; so that the further duration of the siege
after the failure of the daily sacrifice was approximately one month and a
half (Wars, VI 8, 4, 5).

That those days were “shortened” (as the Lord had promised) by some Divine
interference, is indicated by the abrupt and unexpected manner in which the
last stronghold fell. Josephus tells how the “tyrants” (the dominant faction
in the city):

“Did now wholly deprive themselves of the security they had in their own
power, and came down from those very towers of their own accord, wherein they
could never have been taken by force. … They left those towers of themselves;
or rather they were ejected out of them by God Himself … The Romans, when
they had gotten on the last wall without any bloodshed, could hardly believe
what they found to be true” (ibid).

As regards the promised blessing of verse 12 (Daniel 12:12), it may be
observed that Titus immediately extended clemency to the survivors and he set
free those who had been bound by the tyrants (Wars, VI, 9, 1).

But we agree with Farquharson that blessing of a higher sort is here
intended. For we would recall words of like import spoken by the Lord when,
referring to the same period of unequaled distress, He said, “But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). As to
this Mr. Farquharson says:

“Unquestionably this is His promise to the faithful and
persevering and obedient in all ages of His Church; but, as
being comprehended in His prediction of the destruction of



Jerusalem, it has special reference to those who should
endure under the trials peculiar to the last great war, in
which that city was to be trodden down. Those trials, He
intimated, would be very severe. He said, ‘There shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.’”

But to those who should endure all those trials there was the assurance of
special blessing.

In concluding our comments under this heading we would observe that, in
Daniel’s deep concern regarding this time of “the end,” as to which he
inquired with such anxiety, we see a further and a convincing reason for the
view that the period in question was that of the unparalleled calamities
which were to accompany the extinction of his nation and the destruction of
the beloved city, as foretold also in the preceding prophecy of the Seventy
Weeks. It is most unlikely that Daniel would have evinced such concern
regarding the end of some far off Gentile dispensation characterized by the
wide diffusion of secular knowledge, and by the many automobiles and other
swiftly moving conveyances of this present time. Daniel had the spirit of the
Lord Himself in showing acute sorrow because of the unequaled distresses
which were to befall his people and their holy city and temple.

The Period of Three And A Half Years

In commenting upon the period of three and a half years, and upon the various
theories to which it has given rise, Dr. Taylor says:

“We cannot pass this note of number without remarking on the
singular coincidences presented by its frequent occurrence
both in history and prophecy. The drought in the days of
Elijah lasted three years and six months. The little horn
which appeared on the head of the fourth beast was to have
the saints given into his hands ‘until a time, and times,
and the dividing of time.’ The public ministry of the
Messiah was to continue for half a week (or heptad) of
years; that is, for three years and a half. His Gospel was
to be preached to the Jews after His ascension for another
half heptad before it was proclaimed to the Gentiles. Then,
in the Book of Revelation, it is said that the woman shall
be nourished in the wilderness ‘for a time and times and a
half a time,’ and that the holy city should be trodden under
foot forty and two months, which are three and a half
years.1 “Now all these are marvelous coincidences, and they
point to the existence of some hidden harmony which has not
yet been discovered. I might add that three and a half is
the half of the number seven, which (found in the week) has
been recognized as the symbol of completeness. The sacred
lamp has seven branches; the seventh was the Sabbatic year;
and at the end of seven sevens came the Jubilee. So also the
seventy years of the captivity were made the basis of the



seven seventies of years which were to run their course from
the time when the edict to rebuild Jerusalem went forth
until the appearance of the Messiah upon the earth. I do not
know what to make of all this. I frankly acknowledge that it
baffles me to find a reason for it. I merely state the fact,
and leave you to ponder it for yourselves, that you may
learn how much there is, not only in prophecy, but also in
history, which lies beyond our ken …

“If any choose to regard all this as being not only
applicable to Antiochus, but also through him, as typical of
the New Testament Antichrist, and should take the days of
the history of the one for years in the history of the
other, I have only to say that I find nothing, either here
or in the New Testament, to sanction such a procedure. For
me, the interpretation which I have endeavored to give is
sufficient. They who go further leave the domain of
certainty for that of speculation, and the very number of
their conflicting opinions is a warning to every expositor
not to venture beyond his depth into these dark waters. For
myself, I am content to stand upon the shore and wait, like
him to whom were first addressed these reassuring words, ‘Go
thy way; for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the
end of the days.’”

1 Also God’s two witnesses (Revelation 11:3) are to prophecy a thousand two
hundred and threescore days (the same period stated in terms of days): and of
the ten-horned Beast it is said that power would be given unto him to
continue forty and two months. (Revelation 13:5.)

Daniel 11:21-45 Explained in the Light
of History

To correctly interpret Bible prophecy, we much have a good knowledge of
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history lest we think a fulfilled prophecy is yet to be fulfilled in the
future.

Isaac Newton on the Purpose of Bible
Prophecy

“The folly of Interpreters has been, to foretell times and things, by this
Prophecy, as if God designed to make them Prophets. By this rashness they
have not only exposed themselves, but brought the Prophecy also into
contempt. The design of God was much otherwise. He gave this and the
Prophecies of the Old Testaments, not to gratify men’s curiosities by
enabling them to foreknow things, but that after they were fulfilled they
might be interpreted by the event; and his own Providence, not the
Interpreters, be then manifested thereby to the world. For the event of
things predicted many ages before, will then be a convincing argument that
the world is governed by providence.” — Isaac Newton, The Prophecies of
Daniel and The Apocalypse (1733), pp. 244-245
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