Enemies of America Unmasked — By J.
Wayne Laurens
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Exposing the true enemies of the United States of America: Forces based in
Europe, the Jesuit Order and the Vatican.

The Power Behind American Politics
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Rulers of Evil — Useful Knowledge About Governing Bodies by F. Tupper Saussy
is one of the most enlightening books about the political world that I have
ever read. I guarantee that if you read it, you will see the world in a
totally different light. To borrow a metaphor from the film “Matrix”, you
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will choose to take the “red pill” by reading this book, even reading just
the first chapter which I am posting here! You can order the book from
Amazon. No, I won’'t get any money if you buy it.

“You take the blue pill, the story ends. You wake up in your bed and believe
whatever you want to believe. You take the red pill, you stay in wonderland,
and I show you how deep the rabbit hole goes.”

]

For at least 30 years I used to hold the view that the “Jews” or at least the
Zionists and International Bankers, are covertly undermining the governments
of nations to weaken them in order to create a super-state, a one world
government that some refer to as “The New World Order.” It might surprise you
to know that most Protestant Christians of the 19th century and earlier had a
totally different idea. American Protestants used to consider America’s
number one enemy as Rome and the Roman Catholic Church in general, NOT Jews
or Zionists! Were they wrong? The facts in chapter one of Rulers of Evil
prove, as least to me, they were absolutely correct!

Rulers of Evil was first published in 1999 when the Pope was John Paul II. In
this article I added some photos not found in the book, and all of the
emphasis in bold is my own.

Chapter 1 SUBLIMINAL ROME

“The Roman Catholic Church is a State.”
— BISHOP MANDELL CREIGHTON, LETTERS

WHEN A PULITZER PRIZE-winning reporter announced in his 1992 Time Magazine
cover story that a “conspiracy” binding President Ronald Reagan and Pope John
Paul II into a “secret, holy alliance” had brought about the demise of
communism, at least one reader saw through the hype.

Professor Carol A. Brown of the University of Massachusetts fired off a
letter to Time's editors saying,

Last week I taught my students about the separation of church and state. This
week I learned that the Pope is running U.S. foreign policy. No wonder our
young people are cynical about American ideals.

What Brown had learned from Carl Bernstein I had discovered for myself over
several years of private investigation: the papacy really does run United
States foreign policy, and always has. Yes, Bernstein noted that the leading
American players behind the Reagan/Vatican conspiracy, to a man, were “devout
Roman Catholics” — namely,

William Casey: Director, CIA

Richard Allen: National Security Advisor

Judge William Clark: National Security Advisor
Alexander Haig: Secretary of State

Vernon Walters: Ambassador-at-Large
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William Wilson: Ambassador to the Vatican State

But the reporter neglected to mention that the entire Senate Foreign
Relations committee was governed by Roman Catholics, as well. Specifically,
Senators

Joseph Biden: Subcommittee on European Affairs

Paul Sarbanes: International Economic Policy, Trade, Oceans, and Environment
Daniel P. Moynihan: Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs

John Kerry: Terrorism, Narcotics, and International Communications

and.. Christopher Dodd Western Hemisphere and Peace Corps Affairs

Bernstein would have been wandering off-point to list the Roman Catholic
leaders of American domestic policy, such as Senate majority leader George
Mitchell and Speaker of the House Tom Foley.

In fact, when the holy alliance story hit the stands, there was virtually no
arena of federal legislative activity, according to The 1992 World Almanac of
US Politics, that was not directly controlled by a Roman Catholic senator or
representative. The committees and subcommittees of the United States Senate
and House of Representatives governing commerce, communications and
telecommunications, energy, medicine, health, education and welfare, human
services, consumer protection, finance and financial institutions,
transportation, labor and unemployment, hazardous materials, taxation, bank
regulation, currency and monetary policy, oversight of the Federal Reserve
System, commodity prices, rents services, small business administration,
urban affairs, European affairs, Near Eastern 6k South Asian affairs,
terrorism/narcotics/ international communications, international
economic/trade/ oceans/environmental policy, insurance, housing, community
development, federal loan guarantees, economic stabilization measures
(including wage and price controls), gold and precious metals transactions,
agriculture, animal and forestry industries, rural issues, nutrition, price
supports, Food for Peace, agricultural exports, soil conservation,
irrigation, stream channelization, flood control, minority enterprise,
environment and pollution, appropriations, defense, foreign operations,
vaccines, drug labeling and packaging, drug and alcohol abuse, inspection and
certification of fish and processed food, use of vitamins and saccharin,
national health insurance proposals, human services, legal services, family
relations, the arts and humanities, the handicapped, and aging — in other
words, virtually every aspect of secular life in America — came under the
chairmanship of one of these Roman Catholic laypersons:

Frank Annunzio
Joseph Biden
Silvio Conte
Kika De la Garza
John Dingell
Christopher Dodd
Vic Fazio

James Florio
Henry Gonzalez
Thomas Harkin



Edward Kennedy
John Kerry

John LaFalce
Patrick Leahy
Charles Luken
Edward Madigan
Edward Markey
Joseph McDade
Barbara Mikulski
George Miller
Daniel Moynihan
John Murtha

Mary Rose Oakar
David Obey
Claiborne Pell
Charles Rangel
Dan Rostenkowski
or Edward Roybal

Vatican Council IPs (Information Policy??) Constitution on the Church (1964)
instructs politicians to use their secular offices to advance the cause of
Roman Catholicism. Catholic laypersons, “whoever they are, are called upon to
expend all their energy for the growth of the Church and its continuous
sanctification,” and “to make the Church present and operative in those
places and circumstances where only through them can it become the salt of
the earth” (IV, 33) . Vatican II further instructs all Catholics “by their
competence in secular disciplines and by their activity [to] vigorously
contribute their effort so that .. the goods of this world may be more
equitably distributed among all men, and may in their own way be conducive to
universal progress in human and Christian freedom .. and [to] remedy the
customs and conditions of the world, if they are an inducement to sin, so
that they all may be conformed to the norms of justice and may favor the
practice of virtue rather than hinder it” (IV, 36)

Vatican II affirms Catholic doctrine dating back to 1302, when Pope Boniface
VIII asserted that

“it is absolutely necessary for the salvation of every human creature to be
subject to the Roman Pontiff.”

This was the inspiration for the papacy to create the United States of
America that materialized in 1776, by a process just as secret as the Reagan-
Vatican production of Eastern Europe in 1989. What? American government Roman
Catholic from the beginning?

Consider: the land known today as the District of Columbia bore the name
“Rome” in 1663 property records; and the branch of the Potomac River that
bordered “Rome” on the south was called “Tiber.” This information was
reported in the 1902 edition of the Catholic Encyclopedia’s article on Daniel
Carroll. The article, specifically declaring itself “of interest to
Catholics” in the 1902 edition, was deleted from the New Catholic
Encyclopedia (1967) . Other facts were reported in 1902 and deleted from 1967



For example, when Congress met in Washington for the first time, in
November, 1800, “the only two really comfortable and imposing houses within
the bounds of the city” belonged to Roman Catholics. One was Washington’s
first mayor, Robert Brent. The other was Brent’s brother-in-law, Notley
Young, a Jesuit priest.

Daniel Carroll was a Roman Catholic congressman from Maryland who signed two
of America’s fundamental documents, the Articles of Confederation and the
United States Constitution. Carroll was a direct descendant of the Calverts,
a Catholic family to whom King Charles I of England had granted Maryland as a
feudal barony. Carroll had received his education at St. Omer’s Jesuit
College in Flanders, where young English-speaking Catholics were trained in a
variety of guerrilla techniques for advancing the cause of Roman Catholicism
among hostile Protestants.

In 1790, President George Washington, a Protestant, appointed Congressman
Carroll to head a commission of three men to select land for the “federal
city” called for in the Constitution. Of all places, the commission chose
“Rome,” which at the time consisted of four farms, one of which belonged to ..
Daniel Carroll. It was upon Carroll’s farm that the new government chose to
erect its most important building, the Capitol.

The American Capitol abounds with clues of its Roman origins. “Freedom,” the
Roman goddess whose statue crowns the dome, was created in Rome at the studio
of American sculptor Thomas Crawford. We find a whole pantheon of Roman
deities in the great fresco covering the dome’s interior rotunda: Persephone,
Ceres, Freedom, Vulcan, Mercury, even a deified George Washington. These
figures were the creation of Vatican artist Constantino Brumidi.

(x]

Statue of Freedom on the Capitol Dome

The fact that the national Statehouse evolved as a “capitol” bespeaks Roman
influence. No building can rightly be called a capitol unless it’s a temple
of Jupiter, the great father-god of Rome who ruled heaven with his
thunderbolts and nourished the earth with his fertilizing rains. If it was a
capitolium, it belonged to Jupiter and his priests.

]

Fresco covering the Capitol dome’s interior rotunda.

(]

Jupiter’s mascot was the eagle, which the founding fathers made their mascot
as well. A Roman eagle tops the governing idol of the House of
Representatives, a forty-six-inch sterling silverand- ebony wand called a
“mace.” The mace is “the symbol of authority in the House.” When the
Sergeant-at-arms displays it before an unruly member of Congress, the mace



restores order. Its position at the rostrum tells whether the House is in
“committee” or in “session.”

America’s national motto “Annuit Coeptis” came from a prayer to Jupiter. It
appears in Book IX of Virgil's epic propaganda, the Aeneid, a poem
commissioned just before the birth of Christ by Caius Maecenas, the multi-
billionaire power behind Augustus Caesar. The poem’s objective was to fashion
Rome into an imperial monarchy for which its citizens would gladly sacrifice
their lives.

Fascism may be an ugly word to many, but its stately emblem is apparently
offensive to no one. The emblem of fascism, a pair of them, commands the wall
above and behind the speaker’s rostrum in the Chamber of the House of
Representatives. They'’re called fasces, and I can think of no reason for them
to be there other than to declare the fascistic nature of American republican
democracy.

xIx] A fasces is a Roman device. Actually, it originated with the ancient
Etruscans, from whom the earliest Romans derived their religious
jurisprudence nearly three thousand years ago. It’s an axe-head whose handle
is a bundle of rods tightly strapped together by a red sinew. It symbolizes
the ordering of priestly functions into a single infallible sovereign, an
autocrat who could require life and limb of his subjects. If the fasces is
entwined with laurel, like the pair on the House wall, it signifies Caesarean
military power. The Romans called this infallible sovereign Pontifex Maximus,
“Supreme Bridgebuilder.” No Roman was called Pontifex Maximus until the title
was given to Julius Caesar in 48 BC. Today'’'s Pontifex Maximus is Pope John
Paul II.

(]

As we shall discover in a forthcoming chapter, John Paul does not hold that
title alone. He shares it with a mysterious partner, a military man, a man
holding an office that has been known for more than four centuries as “Papa
Nero,” the Black Pope. I shall present evidence that the House fasces
represent the Black Pope, who indeed rules the world.

For more information about Rulers of Evil by F. Tupper Saussy, please see the
book report about it on this site.

Are you convinced now it’s not Jews or Zionists running the world? Some say
the Vatican and Jesuits have been taken over by “crypto Jews”. If you think
so ask yourself, who did Hitler kill in World War II? Jews, Gypsies, Serbs,
mainly all NON-Roman Catholics! Roman Catholic Croatia murdered 1.7 million
Serbs during World War II. You can read about it on this website, Ravening

Wolves.
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The Secret Behind Secret Societies -
Transcription of Walter Veith’s Talk
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Walter Veith'’s highly insightful talk on how secret societies run the world.

John Todd, the Illuminati and
Witchcraft

THE ILLUMINATI
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John Todd'’s testimonial of his membership in the Illuminati and his
involvement in witchcraft and its influence on world leaders today who
worship Lucifer as their god.
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The R : Eroded Civil Lil .
The Edicts of the Council of Trent

1545 Council of Trent

= Determined what was heresy (against
teachings)
= Reaffirmed most church doctrine &
practices

s Launched the Inguisition, and the Jesuits

@

The Council of Trent was the response of Rome to the Protestant Reformation.
Remember—the Protestant Reformation brought us all of the political liberty
that we know of today.

The Roman Catholic Church — the Snow
White Hiding Behind Governments

The Roman Catholic Church is Roman pagan religion with a Christian face. It’s
the iron mixed with clay in the image of Daniel chapter two.

Vatican Control through Civil Law
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“AND THE WOMAN WAS ARRAYED IN PURPLE
AND SCARLET.COLOUR..” — REVELATION 17:4

Former Roman Catholic Priest Richard Bennett shares his knowledge of Vatican
control of the world through legal agreements in text and audio.

Evangelicals and the Ecumenical
Movement

John b . dhomas
Armott Brian rrmacher Jarres

Stiller

This is chapter 12 and the last chapter of The Effect of the Jesuit
Eschatologies on America Today — by Dr. Ronald Cooke

The modern Ecumenical Movement at the start involved very very few true
evangelicals. On the Protestant side, most of those involved in the early
stages of the ecumenical drive to unite “Protestantism” (really non-
catholicism) with Rome, were apostate humanists who paid very little
attention to the Bible as the inspired Word of God. All that changed with the
advent of New Evangelicalism.

After Harold Ockenga set New Evangelicalism in motion, many self-professed
evangelicals became involved in the ecumenical movement. They began working
with Roman Catholics and with the Jesuits. As time went on this love affair
with Rome developed into ECT I and ECT II where evangelicals joined with
Roman Catholics for the first time in church history.

Reformed Reconstructionism was born in 1973 when Rousas Rushdoony wrote his
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major opus The Institutes of Biblical Law. Reformed Reconstructionism was
really Jesuit Reconstructionism, for none of the Reformers ever followed such
drivel. But more and more evangelicals began to be sucked into the cause of
the Jesuits. The Jesuits had been working, long before Rushdoony was born, to
bring about their reconstruction of American Society through the setting up
of their CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ORDER. Soon many Christian leaders in America were
following the Jesuit line and promoting it with all the energy and commitment
they could muster: men like Dr. James Kennedy, Chuck Colson, 0s Guinness,
Barey Corey, and many many others. In fact, one could say that the building
of a Jesuit Social Order became an obsession with these men and with other
evangelicals.

Chuck Colson, a Baptist Minister, who recently passed away, certainly became
a prominent figure in America as he wrote large tomes promoting the fiction
that Roman Catholics were Christians and urging Protestants to quit fighting
with Roman Catholics, and join with them in a co- belligerency to defeat
secular humanism, and set up the Jesuit Social Order in America. The bottom
line of all this theological twaddle was that NO CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE FIGHTING
ANY THEOLOGICAL WARFARE AGAINST THE PAPAL MAN OF SIN; he was to see the
papacy as his ally and co-belligerent in another entirely different warfare:
the cultural warfare against secular humanism. So the Jesuit eschatology
certainly has consequences: there is now NO PAPAL MAN OF SIN to contend
against; only some other secular evil.

The Jesuit teaching that the Man of Sin is only someone who appears at the
very end of the age, removes the Papal Man of Sin from the theological
battlefield completely. This is what the Jesuits have managed to accomplish:
the end of a theological warfare with evangelicals. As Chuck Colson
graphically put it: evangelicals need to QUIT FIGHTING Roman Catholics. This
was one of Colson’s main points in his efforts to maintain his warfare
against secular humanism. Let us quit fighting each other and start joining
together to fight the real enemy. Whereas all the Reformers, and most of all
the leading Puritans, and the millions of true Protestants who followed such
leadership for centuries, saw their MAIN BATTLE against the Papal Man of Sin
and his evil empire. Their eschatology called for total spiritual warfare
against the Papal Man of Sin, not some other imaginary target. There are
surely many battles to be fought: but the main battle of the church is to
contend earnestly for the faith once and for all delivered to the saints.

The converted Roman Catholic priest Lehmann wrote fifty years ago that the
real title of the papal encyclical Quadragesimo Anno, written more than a
hundred years ago was ON THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE SOCIAL ORDER. The whole
charismatic idea of RENEWAL, and the whole idea of the RECONSTRUCTION of
Society is papal and Jesuit. Yet multiplied millions of charismatics,
reformed, and evangelicals are now all busily engaged in trying to set up a
Jesuit Social Order in America today. Is that not another great triumph of
the Jesuits?

The Roman Catholic church teaches that the whole earth is to be submissive to
the Pope of Rome. America, for centuries, repudiated the Pope as the Papal
Man of Sin, and refused to be submissive to the Vicar of Satan for they
certainly did not believe he was the Vicar of Christ. The majority of



Americans for centuries followed the men and teachings of the Protestant
Reformation, and repudiated all the errors and blasphemies of Rome as the
deceptions of Satan and his main man on earth, the Papal Man of Sin. Read the
works of the early Puritan Separatists who started this nation for
corroboration.

Malachi Martin, who has many criticisms of the Roman Catholic church, and of
the papacy in his works, nevertheless, as a true Roman Catholic, believed
that the Pope of Rome is the “ULTIMATE ARBITER OF WHAT IS MORALLY GOOD AND
MORALLY BAD IN HUMAN ACTIONS.” In other words, although he criticized some of
the actions of some of the modern popes, he still believed that the Pope of
Rome was the mouthpiece of Almighty God on earth. Surely a strange position
to adopt in light of all the pedophilia scandals that have haunted the whole
system of Rome for years and contributed mightily to the resignation of the
former pope.

The Pope of Rome could not be the final arbiter of what is morally good, and
what is morally bad, when he sought to shield all the pedophiles in the Roman
priesthood. Such an immoral system could never be the foundation of either
the RENEWAL or RECONSTRUCTION of any society.

However, even apart from all the immorality, the whole idea of an idolatrous
and blasphemous cult bringing about the renewal or reconstruction of society
is merely a pathetic fiction. Surely it is a mark of the spiritual declension
in America today, whenever evangelicals, Baptists, and Reformed men think
that an idolatrous, spiritually, and morally bankrupt religion, could ever
change any nation for the better.

Such an evil religion is always the curse of any nation in which it gains the
ascendancy; it is never a blessing to any nation. Even more to the point, it
blinds the millions trapped in it to the truth of the glorious gospel thus
sending them to everlasting damnation, something infinitely worse than merely
hurting some nation.

Chuck Colson recently passed away. His legacy has been promoted and praised
by several leading scholars and educators. Barry Corey is one of those who
has been praising Colson and his work now for several years. Barry Corey is
the president of Biola University. He wants to continue Chuck Colson’s
cultural struggle and his deep involvement with Roman Catholics to do so.

Barry Corey was Dean of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary before coming to
Biola. He recently recalled a conversation he had with Colson at that time to
the effect that Colson then wanted to start a lectureship on the need for a
Christian World view to be presented to a much wider constituency.

Chuck Colson’s world view was not a biblically Protestant one; it was the old
classical Roman Catholic view. Surely it is very significant that when Corey
was Dean at Gordon-Conwell it was famous for turning out Roman Catholic
graduates. Colson was a member of the Board of Trustees at that time of
Gordon-Conwell. So the Jesuit line was being pushed and pushed hard at
Gordon-Conwell,



Indeed, Gordon-Conwell produced so many Roman Catholic graduates that Sursum
Corda, the Roman Catholic magazine, gave an entire issue to recount and
celebrate the stories of all those Roman Catholic converts being graduated
from Gordon-Conwell. Barry Corey was one of the leaders at this school of
theological confusion. He has since moved on to become President of Biola
University. He seems to want to turn Biola into another Gordon-Conwell,

Secularism is the bete-noir of all the Roman Catholic politically
conservative writers and scholars. Apparently, Colson followed them very
closely. Now Corey wants to continue the fight of Roman Catholic conservatism
against secular humanism. The only problem to the Bible-believer is there is
as much theological error in the Roman Catholic religion, maybe more potent
error than there is in secular humanism. Both systems are evil; not just one
of them. But the only war going on in the United States today is the Roman
Catholic cultural struggle against secularism. There is no war being carried
on in the United States today against the false religious system of Roman
Catholicism which controls the Supreme Court, the legislature, and which
dominates education today. Christian academia in the United States today has,
for the most part, become Roman Catholic Academia.

Is the church to be engaged in fighting secularism in the culture, to the
exclusion of fighting false religion in the church? For this is obviously
where the battle in America rages today. So much so, that Colson called for a
co- belligerency with Roman Catholicism to fight secularism. A candid and
fatal admission that to fight Roman Catholicism is completely unnecessary.

Corey, in singing the praise of Colson, wrote that,

He is not alone in higher education in being deeply grateful for the
unwavering convictions Chuck Colson modeled.. Biola University is forever
grateful to Chuck Colson both for his endorsement of our university’s
mission but for more importantly for his own important work in the
kingdom of God. He was a prophetic voice in the culture, standing up
against the rising tide of secularism and speaking out for morality
based on God-given values.'

The rising tide of secularism is only one of the problems American culture
faces today. The rising tide of false religion is even more evil than the
rising tide of secularism. For secularism rises in a culture dominated by
false religion.* When a nation is to perish in its sins, “it is in the church
the leprosy begins.” The tide of compromise with false religion has reached
enormous proportions with Wheaton College, Calvin College, Westminister
Seminary, Fuller Seminary, Gordon-Conwell, Biola, and many others as examples
of that compromise. The rising tide of theological ignorance on the part of
those who are supposed to be teaching the truths of biblical Christianity is
surely becoming a tsunami in what are still called Christian academic
institutions. How else explain the fawning adulation heaped upon C. S. Lewis
and Chuck Colson, men who promoted the cause of Roman Catholicism constantly
and continually. Thus aiding mightily the Jesuit conspiracy out to destroy
biblical Christianity.

* Look at modern Europe which is now almost totally secular.



Let us look at how Biola intends “to grab the mantle (of Chuck Colson),
joining the next generation of Christians around the globe to stand up for
biblical truth even where it is increasingly unfashionable.” * The Center for
Christian Thought is to have two great scholars present in February 2013
(even as we write). They are Alvin Plantinga and Nicholas Wolterstorff. Who
are these “Christian” scholars? Here is how they are described in Biola's
magazine.

ALVIN PLANTINGA

Alvin Plantinga, who has been called “arguably the greatest philosopher of
the last century” in Christianity Today, is currently the William H. Jellema,
Chair of Philosophy at Calvin College, and was until his retirement in 2010,
the John A. 0’'Brien, Professor of Philosophy at the University of Notre
Dame.”’ This is then the “scholar” that is going to stand up for biblical
truth, according to Barry Corey, a man who taught for years at a Roman
Catholic University!

NICHOLAS WOLTERSTORFF
Biola magazine calls,

Nicholas Wolterstorff, “one of the world’s premier Christian
Philosophers. He is the Noah Porter, Professor Emeritus of Philosophical
Theology at Yale University and a Senior Fellow at the Institute for
Advanced Studies in Culture at the University of Virginia. He has held
professorships at Calvin College and Yale University as will as visiting
professorships at Harvard, Princeton, Oxford, and Notre Dame.” *

Nicholas Wolterstorff is called by Biola one of the world’s premier Christian
philosophers. What does this “outstanding Christian philosopher” promote? He
promotes Jesuit Liberation Theology. He writes,

I think there can be no doubt that the Biblical theme of poverty has
been brought to our attention today mainly by the poor of the world and
by those who live among them. When poor peasants in the base ecclesial
communities of Latin America themselves began to read the Bible and
reflect on what they read, the theme of poverty leapt out at them and
the tradition of interpretation which they had received was shattered.
Liberation Theology arose from the situation, and the agenda of the
world church altered. °

Here we see the ecclesiology of the Jesuits unashamedly pushed and promoted.
He does NOT address the fact that Romanism has been in these “ecclesial
communities” for centuries and has helped to produce the poverty that
characterizes them. He also does not go into detail to show what liberation
theology has produced.

Not all scholars are impressed with Nicholas Wolterstorff. Dr. John Robbins
said that,

Wolterstorff displays an embarrassing ignorance of history and economic



theory, as well as, Christian theology.. °

He made this comment in connection with what Wolterstorff wrote about
capitalism and communism.

Wolterstorff also said,

While the productive impulses and capacities of capitalism have proved
to be nothing short of astonishing, industrial capitalism.. has left a
trail of poverty amidst wealth; it is in the ideology of SOCIALISM and
COMMUNISM, NOT in Capitalism, that the alleviation of poverty is given
high priority.” (Emphasis added)

Does this “scholar” live on the same planet as the rest of us? Does North
Korea, one of the most communistic countries on the face of this earth, give
a high priority to the alleviation of poverty?

The magazine describes the Center’s aims as the desire “to encourage cutting-
edge Christian scholarship by bringing in world-renowned scholars to Biola’s
campus.” ® In discussing the aim of the center, the magazine recounts what
took place when those planning it were talking together about what they hoped
to accomplish.

Back in October, professor Gregg Ten Eishof was sitting across from
radio talk show host Frank Pastore, explaining his vision for the soon
to be launched “Biola University Center for Christian Thought”.. As he
started to describe one of the center’s aims-to encourage cutting edge
Christian scholarship by bringing world-renowned scholars like ‘Alvin
Plantinga to Biola’'s campus, Pastore excitedly burst in.

“No way! You got Plantinga to come?” he said. “Folks, Alvin Plantinga is
on the shortlist of the top two or three most brilliant Christian
philosophers.. He and (Biola professor) Bill Craig, and maybe Swinburne..
and Wolterstorff. Some of the brightest people around.”

Ten Eishof chuckled. As it just so happened, he said, Nicholas
Wolterstorff would be joining Plantinga at the new Biola center in the
spring. And Richard Swinburne was slated to come the following year.

“You're getting an all-star team!” Pastore shouted.

“That’s the idea,” Ten Eishof said. °

Surely the ignorance of biblical truth is widespread today. With the worship
of man comes biblical ignorance. The wisdom of this age is completely
destroyed by the Wisdom of God. The Wisdom of God has nothing whatsoever at
all to do with the cutting edge of Jesuit scholarship; it has all to do with
the cross of Christ. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness but unto us who are saved it is the power of God. For after that
in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. The glorious gospel, of
which Rome knows nothing, is the wisdom of God. The wisdom of this age now



rules much of what is called Christian scholarship in America today.

One of the main changes in American Christianity, in my lifetime, has been
the loss of the Puritan-Protestant theology that was the foundation of this
great nation for more than three hundred years. Several forces were at work
to bring this change about, none more powerful than the Jesuits. The Jesuits
worked hard to replace biblical Protestant Christianity with “classical”
Christianity.

As time went on, there were other voices that arose to promote and defend
“Classical Christianity.” The writings of C.S. Lewis championed “Classical
Christianity.” Lewis loved the Mass, taught that egregious lie of Purgatory,
which is surely the foundation of medieval religion, and never said a word
about justification by faith alone in the finished work of Christ. What Lewis
believed and taught was medieval mythology, not Protestant Christianity.

Dr. John Robbins, examines one of the main promoters of “classical tradition”
in “Reformed” circles: Andrew Sandlin. He stated, among other things, that
Sandlin had attacked him for showing the errors of the neo-legalists, whom
Sandlin defends. Dr. Robbins also points out the distinction that Sandlin
makes between what the Protestant Reformers taught-the Reformed Faith-and
what Sandlin calls “historic orthodox Christianity.”

Sandlin quotes Thomas 0Oden, the Buttz Professor of Theology and Ethics, at
Drew University, a United Methodist liberal school.

If you are going to be Eastern Orthodox, and I don’t want to try to
dissuade you from that at all, I think you can find the One Holy
Catholic Church there.™

This is the man that Sandlin cites as his authority on “Classical
Christianity.” Sandlin continues his defense of Classical Tradition,

As I have written elsewhere, heresy is almost always defined in terms of
deviation from classical Christianity, not from the distinctive of any
particular species of the (orthodox) church, even the Presbyterian
Church. So, even if the men charged are not Reformed (and | believe they
are, they claim to be) they are not thereby heretics. "

Here Sandlin is defending all those who hold to what he calls classical
Christianity. That is Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox adherents, are not
heretics even though they are not biblical Christians. So the same old push
of Colson to have Roman Catholicism recognized as a sister Christian
communion is being promoted by Sandlin. What Sandlin is defending here 1is
medieval mythology, not Christianity.

Dr. Robbins refutes the errors of Sandlin. He stated,

So, according to Sandlin’s scheme, a man is not a heretic if he denies
say, justification by faith alone, since it is a peculiar doctrine of
the Reformed Faith, a doctrine that is not accepted by either

Orthodoxism or Romanism, and which is not mentioned in the ecumenical



creeds. Nor, according to Sandlin’s scheme, is a man a heretic if he
denies the sufficiency and inerrancy of Scripture, since those doctrines
are not mentioned in the ecumenical creeds and are in fact denied by the
Romanists and the Orthodoxists. Nor is a man a heretic if he advocates
the use of images and statues in worship, since both the Orthodoxists
and the Romanists use and advocate the use of such “aids to worship,”
and since the ecumenical creeds do not condemn their use. One could go
on at length, but by now the reader should get the point: Sandlin has
repudiated biblical Christianity in favor of something he calls
“classical Christianity.” In repudiating the Reformation, Sandlin has
repudiated Scripture and the Gospel that belongs to Jesus Christ.®

The return of a “divisive Protestant rebellion” to classical Romanism, has
been the goal of the Jesuits since their inception. Now it is obvious that
many in Reformed and evangelical and charismatic circles, have taken up the
sword of the Jesuits in order to fight alongside them, to destroy what is
left of historic Protestant Christianity in America today.

The Charismatics meeting at New Orleans a few years ago said that at the
previous conference in Notre Dame, we knocked down the giant of
Protestantism, now let us cut off his head that the divisions among the
churches may never appear again. They, of course, we assume, were speaking
figuratively, about cutting off the giant’s head. What they meant was that
they wanted to bring about the complete destruction of Protestantism.

In America today we have those people who are classed as evangelicals; we
have others classed as Reformed; still others from both of these camps
classed as Charismatics, and all these people are promoting the ecumenical
non- Protestant church; the confusion thus generated has been overwhelming.

Historically, all Protestant denominations, at their inception repudiated and
refuted, and preached and taught against the great System of Mystery Babylon
religion, with all the spiritual weapons at their disposal. And in many,
many, cases sealed their witness in the flames of martyrdom. The dissenters
before the Reformation, the Reformers, the Puritans, the Huguenots, the
dissenters after the Reformation, ALL believed that they were in a life and
death struggle with the Papal Man of Sin. They were struggling against hinm,
and all his henchmen who were dealing out wars, massacres, sieges, mayhem,
and every type of persecution known to man against them. Now the heirs of
that glorious Protestant heritage, have all made their peace with the Man of
Sin, having dropped Reformed Protestant eschatology. This is the consequence
of following a Jesuit eschatology.

The Charismatics now want to cut THE HEAD OFF the giant of Protestantism;
meaning they want to destroy him completely. However, they do NOT want to cut
the head of the Papal Man of Sin; they do not want to destroy him completely.
They obviously want him to flourish, so that those who once separated from
him, and repudiated him, will NEVER AGAIN trouble or divide the great
apostate ecumenical religion of humanity governed by him.

What does this mean?



Well, it means that they must love all the errors and blasphemies of the
Papal Man of Sin. They must love the blasphemy of the Mass which is the chief
act of worship in the Romish communion. They must love working for their
salvation. They must love penance rather than repentance. They must love Mary
more than Christ. They must love Purgatory, that chief of all blasphemies
against the total forgiveness that Christ has accomplished for all those who
believe in Him. They must love making saints and prayers for the dead,
candles, and a hundred and one other evils of the Papal Man of Sin.

At the same time they want to destroy SOLA SCRIPTURA, the glorious Protestant
teaching that Scriptura ALONE is the ONLY AUTHORITY for faith and practice in
the church. Thus ruling out all popish edicts, ecumenical councils, Oral
Tradition, and all forgeries of papal history. They must also want to destroy
SOLA FIDE, that the sinner is justified by faith ALONE. They must love all
the anathemas that the Papal Man of Sin has called down on such a wonderful
doctrine. They must want to destroy SOLUS CHRISTUS, that salvation is not
found in the church but in Christ ALONE. They must want to destroy SOLA
GRATIA, THAT GLORIOUS Bible doctrine that the sinner is saved by GRACE ALONE,
without any works of merit done by the sinner. Then they must all want to
destroy SOLA DEI GLORIA, that all the glory belongs to God ALONE for
everything. He that glories let him glory in the Lord. God has chosen the
weak and the foolish and the despised, and the things that are not, that NO
FLESH should glory in His presence.

Talk about unmitigated confusion. Those who claim they get revelations from
God are led to repudiate the glorious truths the historic Protestants gleaned
from the Scriptures ALONE; and in their place they want all the errors and
blasphemies, that have been added over and above the Scriptures by the Papal
Man of Sin down through the centuries. May the Lord enlighten the eyes of the
modern church to the truth as it is in Jesus and as it is found in the Holy
Scriptures ALONE! Romanism is built upon a foundation of total irrationalism.
It may be called “classical” Christianity by the irrational neo-orthodox
manologians of today but it has nothing to do with Christianity. What is
called “classical” Christianity today is medieval mythology. The Apostles
Creed may have been repeated by some in the middle ages, and some scholars
may have known something about the ecumenical creeds, but the people were
swamped in superstition. As Bishop J. C. Ryle said, their religion,

was superstition of the LOWEST AND MOST DEGRADING DESCRIPTION. Of the
extent to which this was carried few, I suspect, have the smallest idea..
The blind led the blind, and both fell into the ditch. In a word the
religion of our ancestors, before Hooper’'s time, was little better than
an organized system of Mary worship, Virgin Mary worship, saint worship,
image worship, relic worship, pilgrimages, alms-giving, formalism,
ceremonialism, processions, prostrations, bowings, crossings, fastings,
confessions, absolutions, masses, penances, and blind obedience to the
priests. It was a grand higgledy-piggledy of ignorance and idolatry and
service done to God by deputy. (Emphasis his) *“

It was an absolute carnival of irrationality and superstition, John Bale, in
his commentary on the book of Revelation, said,



I beheld an execrable beast, very odious and hateful to look upon,
rising out of the ravenous and roaring sea. By this monstrous ugly and
most odious beast is meant the universal or whole anti-christ,
comprehending in him all the wickedness, fury, falsehood, frowardness,
deceit, lies, crafts, sleights, subtleties, hypocrisy, tyranny,
mischiefs, pride, and all devilishness.. How is this beast recognized? He
takes error and establishes it as an infallible truth, and makes it a
necessary article of faith, as they have done with purgatory, pardons,
confessions, saint-worshiping, and such like.. No abomination nor mystery
of iniquity was ever found in these kingdoms that now reigneth in the
detestable papacy or monstrous kingdom of antichrist, the Assyrians,
Chaldeans, and Parthians were bad but nowhere was ever more pride,
vanity, whoredom, filthiness, hypocrisy, falsehood, fickleness,
extortion, vainglory, covetousness, sorcery, superstition, and
unfaithfulness, seen to have defiled the holy temple of God, than that
seen in the Roman Catholic System.'

The medieval mythology based upon tradition and not the Bible, promoted and
defended the magic of the Mass, that a magic trick is performed every time
the priest says his hocus-pocus over the bread and wine. It defended the myth
of Purgatory. It promoted and extolled relics and bones. It developed a whole
religion around Mary. It promoted and defended pilgrimages and shrines. It
promoted the gross lie of indulgences. It promoted the lie that defied the
Man of Sin as our Lord God the Pope. It denied salvation by grace ALONE, and
justification by faith ALONE. And denied that the church was to be governed
by the Bible ALONE. So whatever was promoted and followed in the religion of
Rome, it had nothing whatsoever to do with either classical Christianity or
Reformed Christianity. It simply was NOT Christian in any way, shape, or
form.

It is this classical form of irrational traditional mythology that the
Jesuits are promoting in America today, as a Christian Social Order. And many
“Christians” are lined up with them, helping their cause with all the power
and support they can muster.

Martin says of the Jesuits,

The Society of Jesus was started in 1540 by an obscure Basque named
Inigo de Loyola, better known as Ignatius of Loyola. You cannot place
Inigo’s Jesuits on a par with any other organization for the simple
reason that no single organization we know of has yet rivaled the
Jesuits in the immeasurable services they have rendered to the human
family-over and above what they did on behalf of the papacy and the
papacy’s Roman Catholic Church.. the Society has withstood every test of
time and circumstance..

Not even Inigo could have seen the quasi- miracle of his Society’s
organization, its meteoric and brilliant success, and its universal
influence on the world of man when he founded it. For the next 425
years, the tens of thousands who joined Inigo’s company established a
record that in its own category stands unmatched in past or present
history..



Once his men harnessed their energies within his organization to the
worldwide work of the Roman Church, they produced a unique phenomenon of
human history. “Never,” wrote the eighteenth-century German theorist
Novalis, “never” before in the course of the world’s history had such a
Society appeared. The old Roman Senate itself did not lay schemes for
world domination with greater certainty of success. Never had the
carrying out of a greater idea been considered with greater
understanding. For all time, this Society will be an example to every
Society which feels an organic longing for infinite extension and
eternal duration.”

They were giants, but with one purpose: the defense and propagation of
papal authority and papal teaching. ®

This great antichristian conspiratorial Order of the Jesuits, animated by the
great Spirit of Error, is changing the American church even as we write. And
the spiritual warfare that the Protestants and Puritans of America used to
wage against it, is all but over. The theological battlefield is enshrouded
in silence in the “Christian” churches of America; the noise of battle is
heard only in American culture. The eschatologies of the Jesuits have seen to
that. So while many “Christians” sleep a stealthy and deceptive enemy still
wages his war against them.

We close with those immortal words of Grattan Guinness,

I see the great Apostasy, I see the desolation of Christendom, I see the
smoking ruins. I see the reign of monsters; I see those vice-gods, that
Gregory VII, that Innocent III, that Boniface VIII, that Alexander VI,
that Gregory XIII, that Pius IX; I see their long succession, I hear
their insufferable blasphemies, I see their abominable lives; I see them
worshiped by blinded generations, bestowing hollow benedictions,
bartering lying indulgences, creating a paganized Christianity; | see
their liveried slaves, their shaven priests, their celibate confessors;
I see the infamous confessional, the ruined women, the murdered
innocents; I hear the lying absolutions, the dying groans; I hear the
cries of the victims; I hear the anathemas, the curses, the thunders of
the interdicts; I see the racks, the dungeons, the stakes; I see that
inhuman Inquisition, those fires of Smithfield, those butcheries of St.
Bartholomew, the Spanish Armada, those unspeakable dragonnades, that
endless train of wars, that dreadful multitude of massacres. I see it
all, and in the name of that ruin it has brought upon the Church and in
the world, in the name of the truth it has denied, the temple it has
defiled, the God it has blasphemed, the souls it has destroyed; in the
name of the millions it has deluded; the millions it has slaughtered,
the millions it has damned; with holy confessors, with noble reformers,
with innumerable martyrs, with the saints of the ages, I denounce it as
the masterpiece of Satan, as the body and soul and essence of
antichrist.

What can the true believer do in the face of apostasy, false religion, and
the compromise with such evils? He can do no better than to follow the advice



of the Apostle Paul,

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the Devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; above all taking the shield of faith, wherewith you
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication for all saints;
and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my
mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel (Ephesians
6:10-19).

(End of The Effect of the Jesuit Eschatologies on America Today — by Dr.
Ronald Cooke. )

If you read the entire booklet, congratulations! You should now know
more than most born-again Christians about who the real enemy is. I used
to think it was the Jews, and then later the Illuminati / Freemasons /
Bilderbergers / CFR / International Bankers / Rothschilds / Rockefellers
/ (fill in the blank with your favorite bad guy), at the top
of the pile of evils in this world, but now based on my knowledge of the
Protestant Reformation and the Roman Catholic Church’s reaction to the
Reformation which is called the Counter-Reformation, I believe ALL these
people and organizations are controlled by the Jesuits and the Vatican.
Dr. Ronald Cooke’s booklet added more details to that knowledge.

Pope Francis is behind Corona virus
and the Jabs: Dr. Bryan Ardis



https://www.jamesjpn.net/conspiracy/pope-francis-is-behind-corona-virus-and-the-jabs-dr-bryan-ardis/
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This is a partial transcription of a video below. The speaker is Dr. Bryan
Ardis,

Alright, I’'ll just tell you, people ask me, you have started asking me,
“Well, who’s behind all this? Why do you think that they would be so evil? Is
Fauci evil? Really? Does he really want to murder people? Joe Biden really
want to murder people?”

Yeah, they do, actually, it’s obvious they do. Or they wouldn’t be so
coercive, they wouldn’t be so bullying, they wouldn’t be so threatening to
take your livelihood from you, or to take your ability to travel from you
without getting the shots. That’s not love. It’s not consideration for your
life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. You can’t even pursue happiness if
you're dead. So lay off the shots.

So anyway, I actually think that this is way bigger than our federal health
agencies and our president right now, and our past president, but I do think
they’re all being influenced by the same organization that is orchestrating
this entire plan. I actually think, and I'm hoping I'm very hopeful that
they’re not going to win, actually. But I’'ll have to tell you. But I am
concerned that no one is acknowledging who the real threat is, I actually
think. And it’s not like I'm just making this up. I'm just going to tell you
as much research, as I do is much looking into individuals and what they’re
saying, watch what they’re saying. And then see who else is also saying the
same thing. I actually think the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope, Pope
Francis, is over this entire thing. And I think he’s manipulating controlling
the entire narrative. I think he’s got Anthony Fauci in his pocket. I think
he’'s got Joe Biden, Donald Trump, Francis Collins, I think all of them are
being controlled by a division of the Roman Catholic church called the order
of the Jesuits, whose sole mission for the last 200 years I'm aware of since
1857, they have been plotting to destroy the Constitution of the United
States, as the one last stronghold of a country that preserves and protects
religious freedoms. And I think they’ve been plotting this whole time, in
many ways, either through wars now through famine. Now through pandemics of a
virus. I think it has been a complete attempt of them to destroy the
Constitution, the United States from within, to destroy the borders, to
reduce, which is what they’ve said, we also have to reduce militaries of all
countries, demolish all borders of countries. So we can create a one world
religion with the Pope as the one-world leader. And if you are not listening



to what Joe Biden said, what Anthony Fauci is saying, what Walensky director
of the CDC is saying, what Donald Trump is saying, they’re all saying the
same thing. And they’'re all doing the same thing. They’re pushing for
vaccines.

And then following what the Pope said that it’'s important for us last month,
just say no December, sorry, December 2021. The Pope came out and said, who
is a Jesuit Pope for the first time in Roman Catholic history. This Jesuit
Pope Francis said, “There are only two things the world needs right now. The
world needs to defund all of their militaries and reduce their personnel. And
then the second thing the whole world needs is more vaccinations. ”

The Jesuit-led Vatican and the Anglo
American Israeli Empire

This is a repost from
https://soundoctrine.org/2012/08/02/the-jesuit-led-vatican-and-the-anglo-amer
ican-israeli-empire/ and written by Mr. Chris Ardern. It's quite informative!
Among other things, it exposes the source of the false doctrine of British
Israelism which is the pseudoarchaeological belief that the people of the
British Isles are “genetically, racially, and linguistically the direct
descendants” of the Ten Lost Tribes of ancient Israel. And it ties that and
other false doctrines such as futurism and dispensationalism to the Jesuits
and their Counter-Reformation. It also talks about the creation of the United
States of America! Please read it with an open mind and do your own research
whether these things be so or not.

It’'s difficult to trace the movement of British-Israelism directly to the
Vatican; however, some clarity can be attained by looking at the
organizations involved with the movement. The Jesuit-led Vatican is the
common denominator of power in Britain, Israel, and the United States. The
Vatican is the head of New World Order monster and she has big plans for
earthly Jerusalem. To understand how all of the intrigue has come to a head
in our time, we must take a closer look at the historical record.

In order to understand that the Vatican has the upper hand on both Britain
and America, we need to examine the American Revolution. The United States is
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Rome’s satellite and has been since the end of the Revolution. The historical
record shows that the Jesuits fomented the American Revolution using
Freemasonry as a cover. Prior to the American Revolution, 10 out of 13
colonies had put in place strict penal measures against Roman Catholicism and
Catholics. Rome couldn’t stand for that so she brought about the Revolution
to correct the situation. The Constitution opened the door in the United
States for the flourishing of Roman Catholicism and other cults. All of this
was part of the Jesuit-led continuing counter-reformation that began in the
1540’'s. The U.S. Constitution with its ‘freedom of religion’ gave us a
Jesuitical/Freemasonic/universalist government that put Rome in the driver’s
seat of the New World Order. The New World Order was launched right here on
American soil in 1776. Rome and Britain had been locked in a battle for world
dominance and Rome was working desperately to get Britain back under her
control since Britain broke off during the Reformation. The Spanish Armada
was a failure, so Rome had to resort to covert means.

Catholic Monarch King James II during his reign in England put the forth the
Jesuit constructed ‘Declaration of Indulgences’ (1687) in order to lift the
restrictions against Catholicism in England. It was written to include
tolerance for all religions, but was really a mask to give tolerance to Rome.
In 1688, English Protestants refused the Declaration and deposed Catholic
King James II from the throne.

“The Liberty James wanted them to proclaim was neither more nor less than
indulgence to the Jesuits and the whole Church of Rome. Men knew the hand
from which it came and saw the latent intention. Under the specious plea of
toleration and liberty, the object of the Declaration was to advance Popery..
and give license.. to the Church of Rome, and all its schemes for reconquering
England.” (John Charles, Ryle, Churchman, Feb. 1880)

Fast forward 100 years and the ‘Declaration of Indulgences’ was re-written as
the ‘Declaration of Independence’ and solidified in the U.S. Constitution
under the guise of ‘freedom of religion’. The American Revolution was not
about tea or taxes. It was a religious war.

With the American Revolution, Rome killed two birds with one stone. (1) Rome
separated the American Colonies from Britain and delivered the colonies and
all their wealth into Rome’s hand. (2) As part of the continuing Jesuit-led
counter-reformation, Rome created the Constitution with ‘freedom of religion’
built into it in order to allow Roman Catholicism to come in and swallow up
biblical Christianity that had existed in the colonies.

Remember, Catholicism had been banned in 10 out of 13 colonies. The American
Revolution and Constitution made legal (Catholicism) what had been made
illegal (Catholicism) in England.

Tupper Saussy wrote in his book Rulers of Evil:

“Before the Constitution was ratified, American Catholics had few civil
rights; after ratification, they had them all.. the Constitution welcomed
agents of Pontifex Maximus, the world’s chief enemy of Protestantism, into
the ranks of government. Of the 2,500,000 enumerated inhabitants in 1787



America, the Roman Catholic population consisted of no more than 16,000 in
Maryland, 7,000 in Pennsylvania, 1,500 in New York, and 200in Virginia. Once
the Constitution was in place, a steady influx of European immigrants
transformed Roman Catholicism from America’s smallest to largest religious
denomination. By 1850, the higher powers at Rome could view the United States
as a viable tributary, if not another papal state.”

The whole American Revolution was a Jesuit scam. Most people wanted to stay
loyal to Britain. Freemasons inside the British Parliament pushed laws/taxes
on the American colonists to get them angry and rouse them to rebellion.
Freemasons on the ground in the colonies fanned the flames of revolution.
Washington’s Masonic Lodge at Fredricksburg, Virginia was Catholic/Jacobite
infested. Jacobite Hugh Mercer came over to America from Scotland after
having fought for the Catholic Jacobite cause in the Army of Bonnie Prince
Charlie. Hugh Mercer joined the Masonic Lodge in Fredricksburg, Virginia and
eventually became its master. Jacobite Hugh Mercer was also a close friend
and adviser to George Washington. The Fredricksburg Masonic Lodge had 8
members who were generals in the American Revolution (Washington, Mercer,
George Weedon, William Woodford, Fielding Lewis, Thomas Posey, Gustavus
Wallace, and the Marquis de Lafayette). The Fredricksburg Masonic Lodge got
its charter from the Mother Kilwinning Lodge of Scotland in 1758.

Prior to the American Revolution, the Jesuits infiltrated Freemasonry in the
mid-1700's, which had evolved from the fugitive Templars during the
14th-16thCenturies. While hiding within the order of Freemasonry, the Jesuits
were also operating on the ground out in the open. The British General
Haldimand wrote to his superiors in the British Government that the Jesuits
were behind the American rebels. In the book Catholics and the American
Revolution, Volume 3, (1906) written by Catholic Martin Ignatius Joseph
Griffin, Griffin explains that during the American Revolutionary War the
British General Haldimand, while he was in Quebec, wrote a letter to British
Prime Minister Lord North, which told Lord North that the French Jesuits were
supporting the American rebels. Griffin writes:

“The French Jesuits were upholders of the American cause. Hence the English
authorities in Canada did not wish such (Jesuits) to enter the country. They
desired priests from Savoy or other places. In 1783 Gen. Haldimand wrote to
Lord North that he had sent two French priests back to France; that the
Bishop desired recruits from the seminaries in France; that he was under
Jesuit influence; that he is honorable, but that the Jesuits have sided with
the rebels.”

Additionally, Griffin wrote two other volumes of his book. From Catholics and
the American Revolution, Volume 1, Griffin quotes British General Haldimand
directly from a letter that Haldimand wrote to Lord North. In this letter,
Haldimand states plainly to Lord North that the Jesuits are supporting the
American rebels in the Revolutionary War. Haldimand states:

“The Jesuits are the only order of regular priests who have shown an
attachment to the rebels during the course of the war.”

The Jesuit Carroll family played a major role in the American Revolution.



They were one of the wealthiest American families of the era. There were
three Carroll sons: Daniel, John and their first cousin Charles. All of them
were trained in Jesuit warfare at the Jesuit St. Omer’s College in France.
John Carroll became a teacher there. Daniel Carroll donated the land on which
the U.S. Capitol Building sits. Property records from the 1600’'s reveal that
this land was called ‘Rome’. Charles Carroll was the War Commissioner during
the American Revolution. John Carroll was a close friend of Benjamin Franklin
and even lived at Franklin’s home. John Carroll founded the Jesuit powerhouse
Georgetown University and would become the first Catholic Bishop of the
United States.

In the decades following the American Revolution, the Americans built the
U.S. Capitol Building as an exact replica of St. Peter’s Basilica and even
put a statue of the queen of heaven/Babylon on top of it. Then they erected
an obelisk facing the Capitol Building just like the one in the Vatican
courtyard that faces St. Peter’s Basilica. A Vatican painter, Constantino
Brumidi, painted the interior of the U.S. Capitol dome with the ‘Apotheosis
of George Washington’, which mirrors paintings of the ‘Apotheosis of Ignatius
Loyola’ found throughout Jesuit Churches in Rome. Could it be any more
obvious who founded this country?

Rome hated the Constitution and Bill of Rights, but she permitted its
creation knowing that she would eventually subvert and destroy it, and it
didn’'t take long. Its creation was only necessary to allow Romanism to
flourish where Romanism had been banned. Rome was thinking long-term and her
patience and diligence has paid off. As of the present day in the United
States, Catholics out number Protestants. We have an intelligence community
run by the Knights of Malta, which is subservient to the Jesuit Order. Six
out of nine U.S. Supreme Court Justices are Roman Catholic. We have 28 Jesuit
colleges and Universities. Please understand that this writing is not an
attack on Catholics. There are many good, everyday Catholic people in this
country, but we must understand that Catholicism at the highest levels is
Babylonian Sun Worship. It is the headquarters for occultism the world over.
All of the other cults and ancient mystery schools flow from and feed into
it. Rome has either launched or absorbed them all.

During the 19th and 20th Centuries, the counter-reformation continued and the
subversion of Protestantism by the Jesuits would intensify in Britain and the
United States. In Britain and America, much of the subversion has its roots
in the Oxford Tractarian Movement and its Jesuitical futuristic prophetic
schemes. These futuristic schemes would be later be attached to Zionism and
its variants such as British-Israelism in order to influence the political
sphere.

Froom writes of how Jesuitical futurism began to overcome Protestantism in
England during the 1800’s:

“Catholic Futurism, initially projected by Jesuit Ribera about 1585, began to
obtain a foothold and then gain momentum among Protestants in Britain. Thus
the same concept that sought to break the force of the Reformation view of
the papal Antichrist, by assuming a future infidel antichrist, was again
invoked to weaken the force of the great evangelical advent and prophetic



awakening. Protestant expositors, some leaning toward Rome and some prompted
by rationalistic concepts, joined hands in the attempt—perhaps unwittingly-to
promote the Jesuit position. This, moreover, came to be tied inseparably with
the Oxford Tractarian Movement of the Anglican Church, wherein ninety tracts
were scattered by the hundreds of thousands to favor Rome and to disprove the
Protestant concept of Antichrist” (Leroy Froom, Prophetic Faith Of Our
Fathers, Vol. 3, 655, 656).

Jesuit Futurism would influence Irving and Darby in England, and later
Scofield in America:

“Far too many evangelicals today do not realize who was behind the work of
Maitland, Todd, Burgh, and the whole Oxford Tractarian Movement. The reason
that futurism made its way to Irving and Darby-and latter Scofield-is because
it flourished in the Anglican Church, and the reason futurism flourished in
Anglicanism is for the simple reason that the Jesuits were personally behind
this work..The fact of the matter is clear: The whole Oxford movement with its
birth of modern day dispensational futurism was, from its inception, a
movement going back to Rome.” (D.S. Farris, Futurism: The Counterfeit
Prophecy, Chp. 8)

After having been injected into the body of Christ, the concepts of
Dispensational Futurism would later be leveraged to benefit political
Zionism:

“the Jesuits were very successful at implementing Dispensational Futurism
into the policies of Great Britain, and Britain indeed became the champion
for Zionism. The Balfour Declaration was a letter dated November 2, 1917,
from the British Foreign Secretary Arthur James Balfour, to Lord Rothschild
(Walter Rothschild, 2nd Baron Rothschild), a leader of the British Jewish
community, for transmission to the Zionist Federation, a private Zionist
organization. The letter stated the position, agreed at a British Cabinet
meeting on October 31, 1917, that the British government supported Zionist
plans for a Jewish “national home” in Palestine, with the condition that
nothing should be done which might prejudice the rights of existing
communities there. The Jesuit Illuminati was very successful in conditioning
(through the Jesuit Counter Reformation) Great Britain to nurture the
ideology of Zionism among European Jews. The second task of the Jesuits was
to create events that would trigger the relocation of the Jews to Palestine.
Part two of the Jesuit Illuminati’s geopolitical strategy was to create
Fascism inevitably to create the State of Israel in Palestine.” (D.S. Farris,
The Two-Horned Beast: Part Two — The New World Order, Chp. 11)

The roots of British-Israelism are obscure, but it appears to be a movement
created for political purposes as opposed to something that Christians
genuinely (and erroneously) believed in. In the early days of the Zionist
movement, there were some British politicians who embraced British-Israelism
and supported relocating the racial Jews to Palestine because they thought it
would fulfill ‘prophecy’ faster and hasten the second coming of Christ. Most
telling is that British-Israelism arose out of British Freemasonry;
therefore, we can assume British-Israelism originated with the Jesuits
considering the Jesuits control Freemasonry and the country of Britain. Barry



Chamish wrote in an article titled ‘British Freemasonry Covets Israel’:

“Without British Freemasonry there would be no modern state of Israel. In the
1860s, the British-Israelite movement was initiated from within Freemasonry.”

Anton Chaitkin adds:

“The British monarchy and its prime ministers and Foreign Office fabricated
British Israelism in the nineteenth century, from earlier versions of the
story. They claimed that Queen Victoria was descended from the Biblical King
David, and was thus a descendant of the Davidic family tree that produced
Jesus. They taught that the tribes of Israel wandered into northern Europe;
that by this supposed genealogy, the British are the real Chosen People, and
the British Empire is thus God’s empire. The modern Jews, by this British
account, are not the historical Hebrews of 0ld Testament Israel, but rather,
the British are. But, says the British Israel myth, in a leap of logic, the
Jews need to be put into Palestine, to fulfill prophecy, get slaughtered in a
war with the Muslims, and bring about the End Times. To provide fuel for this
mythology, the royal family asked the British Grand Lodge of Freemasonry to
establish the Palestine Exploration Fund.”

What Anton Chaitkin is describing in British-Israelism is just another
variation of Zionism, which ends up in the same place as regular Zionism —
the racial Jews relocated to Palestine. However, Chaitkin misses the fact
that the Jesuits created the false futuristic prophetic schemes that support
Zionism. It wasn’t the British Royals who concocted the Oxford Tractarian
Movement and its false future prophetic structures. Seemingly, British-
Israelism is just another angle from which the Jesuits can cause people to
focus on the flesh and earthly Jerusalem. The Jesuits are the great Zionists.
Likely, the British Royals are working hand-in-hand with them and British-
Israelism is a decoy to take our eyes off of the real plot of relocating the
pope’s chair to Jerusalem.

History shows that the Vatican/Jesuits brought the Nazi regime into power in
order to turn Europe into a nightmare for the Jews in hopes of relocating
them to Palestine. To get the Christians on board with this program of a
national homeland for the Jews in Palestine, Jesuit dispensationalism was
pumped into American churches through the Scofield Reference Bible, which has
caused Christians to support Israel with bloodthirsty, unwavering support.

According to some researchers such as Chamish, the Vatican was given control
of all the ‘holy’ sites in east Jerusalem when Jesuit-trained Shimon Peres
had the sites handed over to Vatican control through the 0Oslo Accords in
1993. The Vatican is apparently closing in on Jerusalem trying to regain what
she lost to the Muslims during the crusades of the Middle Ages.

The only problem is that the Muslims still control the Dome of the Rock which
supposedly sits on top of the remnant of Solomon’s Temple. The Vatican would
like to rebuild Solomon’s Temple but needs to get the Dome of the Rock out of
the way. Potential solutions in eyes of Vatican:

1) Foment World War III between the Muslims and the “Jews” in Israel and just



take the Dome of the Rock from the Muslims.

2) Create peace and unity between Muslims, Jews, and Christians through
ecumenism and just unite everybody on common religious ground, thus avoiding
war, and make Jerusalem an international city.

Most likely, the idea that British Royals are going to make New Jerusalem in
Britain or in the Middle East is just a Jesuit diversion. The British Royals
aren’t pulling the strings of everything — the Jesuits and Rome are hiding
behind them. The British government, like the U.S. government, is also
infested with Freemasonry and the Knights of Malta among many other occult
orders that feed into the Vatican. The real endgame is putting the pope’s
chair in Jerusalem. After all, he is the ‘vicar’ of Christ and ‘God’ on
earth, according to the papacy.

1.2 Billion “Christians” already bow down to him. The British Royals
certainly don’'t have that kind of devotion from the world’s people. The
dumbed-down Protestants will support the pope in the name of unity if the
right political conditions can be fabricated. Many Protestants already
welcome the pope with open arms. The whole world is probably going to end up
bowing down to him if and when he moves into Jerusalem, but God’s remnant
will not. We’ve got our eyes on Jerusalem above. Praise God.

The Vatican Billions — by Avro
Manhattan

THE

HH
BILLIONS

Avro Manhattan

Jesus, the founder of Christianity, was the poorest of the poor. Roman
Catholicism, which claims to be His church, is the richest of the rich, the
wealthiest institution on earth.
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How come, that such an institution, ruling in the name of this same itinerant
preacher, whose want was such that he had not even a pillow upon which to
rest his head, is now so top-heavy with riches that she can rival - indeed,
that she can put to shame — the combined might of the most redoubtable
financial trusts, of the most potent industrial super-giants, and of the most
prosperous global corporation of the world?

Rome’s Responsibility for the
Assassination of Abraham Lincoln
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Abraham Lincoln was murdered by the Jesuits because he stood against the
Vatican'’s plans to take over the USA.

Vatican Interference in U.S.
Presidential Elections?
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The Roman whore that
rides the Beast.

The story below is from one of the suppressed books by the Jesuit Order, The
Enemies of America Unmasked by J. Wayne Laurens. It was published in
Philadelphia by G. D. Miller in 1855. If you know anything about the power of
the Roman Catholic Church and its army known as the Jesuit Order, I think you
should find it believable, or at the very least, quite interesting. I sure
do. I was raised in the Catholic Church.

An American gentleman was passenger on board a merchant ship, bound from
London to Rio de Janeiro. There were among the passengers Englishmen,
Germans, Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Portuguese; but the person we refer to was
the only American. Between himself and the English gentlemen, there were
frequent discussions about politics, to which such of the other passengers,
as could speak English, would listen, sometimes taking a part. Of course, our
American was a great friend to the institutions of his own country; and
defended republican forms of government, freedom of the speech and of the
press, the vote by ballot, and all the other elements of popular sovereignty
through thick and thin. Assailed on every side, he found his office of
champion of freedom no sinecure. (Editor’s note: If “sinecure” means a
position the requires little or no work, “no sinecure” must mean a lot of
work!) Every calm morning and every pleasant evening witnessed a new
controversy on the deck or in the cabin; but he manfully held his ground
against a host of adversaries; and being fluent in speech, strong in
argument, skilled in logic, and full of lively and sarcastic humor, he
generally came out of the debate with honor, taking care always to terminate
the action at precisely the right moment, and to quit the field with flying
colors.

Among the persons who listened with the greatest attention to these debates,
was a lean bilious looking old Frenchman, who always took care to be present,
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and who showed by his look and matter, that he was deeply interested in
politics, although he never by any chance uttered an opinion or made a remark
on political subjects, in the general circle of the passengers.

In point of fact, this man was a Roman Catholic priest, a Jesuit of high
standing, who was going to some station in South America, in obedience to an
order from his superior. He was a cosmopolite indeed. Though not much past
the middle point of life, he was rather aged in appearance, in consequence of
the great variety and extent of the missions which he had performed in all
quarters of the world, and in every kind of climate. From Canada to Calcutta;
from the breezy heights of the Andes to the unwholesome marshes of Java, by
sea and by land, in season and out of season, this man had journeyed on the
secret errands of his Order. Speaking fluently a dozen different languages,
and possessing the most perfect power of dissimulation, as well as the most
thorough devotedness to the Church, and those carefully trained habits of
obedience, which are so essential to the character of an able and faithful
Jesuit, he had at length become one of the most accomplished men of his age.

As he listened to the conversation of the American passenger, he could not
help noticing that he was gradually making converts to republican views. Many
of these passengers, he observed, sought private interviews with the
American; and by careful eavesdropping, he ascertained that their object was
to ask questions about his country, and gain information respecting the
actual working of the American attempt at self-government. When the passage
was nearly over, the Frenchman happening to be alone with the American, in a
retired part of the deck, where their conversation could not be overheard,
commenced a quiet chat with him. Addressing him in English, which he spoke
with ease and precision, he thanked him for apparent cordiality, for the
entertainment he had derived from his conversation or rather eloquent
haranguing to the other passengers, during the voyage. He professed to have
enjoyed their debates very greatly; and gave the American due credit for his
wit, his logic, he humor, his address, and his unbounded good nature.

The American was much pleased at his compliments; for he had conceived a
great respect for this silent and attentive auditor; and, in fact, had, in
his own secret mind, set him down as a hopeful convert to Americanism; he
thanked him, therefore, with much feeling, for his good opinion; at the same
time disclaiming any merit, for success in defending a truth so self-evident,
as that which is expressed in these few words — that a nation ought to govern
itself, and that by the popular vote of its own citizens.

“This,” said the Jesuit, with a quiet smile, “you suppose to be the system of
your own country?”

“I do not suppose it,” said the American, “I know it.”

n

“Now,"” said the Jesuit, “listen to me a few moments and I will tell you what
I know. Your president is elected by the conclave of cardinals at Rome, the
same who elect the Pope. Your people nominate the candidates. Our
confidential agents select from the number, the one whom they believe to be
the most favorable to the interests of the Church. His name with those of the
other candidates is reported to the cardinals and the Pope. When their



decision is announced to the confidential friends of the pope and the
cardinals, in the United States, they send forth their order through the
priests; and the whole Roman Catholic vote is thrown for the candidate who is
favored by the Church. He of course is always elected. Your parties are so
equally divided on politics, that this Roman Catholic vote, which is cast on
purely religious considerations, is always sufficient to turn the scale.”

The American looked rather blank at this announcement. He was quite taken
aback. Especially was he staggered by the recollection that the candidate for
the presidency, who was sustained by the Irish and German votes, was
generally successful. He courteously thanked the Jesuit for the valuable
information which he had communicated; and during the short remainder of the
voyage, he abstained from talking politics and give himself up to reflection.

Download the PDF file-8MB

Also see: How the Jesuits Have Controlled the Destiny of the USA.

Why some Protestants are leaving their
churches to become Roman Catholics

The wealth of the Roman Catholic Church is attracting Protestants who don’t
know Jesus to join it.

Dispensationalism and Its Influence on
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Eschatology

My new friends from 2014 have often used the theological term
“dispensationalism” in their conversations with me but until recently the
meaning of this word has been nebulous in my mind. I think it most Christians
today don’t know what it means either even though they believe the doctrines
that sprang from it.

Below is text edited from http://regal-network.com/dispensationalism/

Dispensationalism is a method of Bible interpretation which was first devised
by John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), and later formulated by the controversial
American Cyrus I. Scofield (1843-1921), and is also known as Pre-millennial
Dispensationalism. Although Darby was not the first person to suggest such a
theory, he was, however, the first to develop it as a system of Bible
interpretation and is, therefore, regarded as the Father of
Dispensationalism.”

The origin of this theory can be traced to three Jesuit priests;
(1) Francisco Ribera (1537-1591),

(2) Cardinal Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621) one of the best known Jesuit
apologists, who promoted similar theories to Ribera in his published work
between 1581 and 1593 entitled Polemic Lectures Concerning the Disputed
Points of the Christian Belief Against the Heretics of This Time,

(3) Manuel Lacunza (1731-1801).

The writings of Ribera and Bellarmine, which contain the precedence upon
which the theory of Dispensationalism is founded, were originally written to
counteract the Protestant reformers’ interpretation of the Book of the
Revelation which, according to the reformers, exposed the Pope as Antichrist
and the Roman Catholic Church as the whore of Babylon.” (Quoted from
http://regal-network.com/dispensationalism/ )

The doctrine of dispensationalism makes a distinction between Israel and the
Church. It stresses a literal fulfillment of 0ld Testament promises to
Israel.

The notion that God has one plan for “ethnic Jews” and another plan for the
Church was utterly rejected by the “Prince of Preachers” Charles Spurgeon.
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Distinctions have been drawn by certain exceedingly wise men
(measured by their own estimate of themselves), between the people
of God who lived before the coming of Christ, and those who lived
afterwards. We have even heard it asserted that those who lived
before the coming of Christ do not belong to the church of God! We
never know what we shall hear next, and perhaps it is a mercy that
these absurdities are revealed at one time, in order that we may be
able to endure their stupidity without dying of amazement. Why,
every child of God in every place stands on the same footing; the
Lord has not some children best beloved, some second-rate
offspring, and others whom he hardly cares about. These who saw
Christ’s day before it came, had a great difference as to what they
knew, and perhaps in the same measure a difference as to what they
enjoyed while on earth meditating upon Christ; but they were all
washed in the same blood, all redeemed with the same ransom price,
and made members of the same body. Israel in the covenant of grace
is not natural Israel, but all believers in all ages. Before the
first advent, all the types and shadows all pointed one way —they
pointed to Christ, and to him all the saints looked with hope.
Those who lived before Christ were not saved with a different
salvation to that which shall come to us. They exercised faith as
we must; that faith struggled as ours struggles, and that faith
obtained its reward as ours shall. Charles H. Spurgeon, “Jesus
Christ Immutable,” in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit

Once you understand how the doctrine of dispensationalism originated, you
will hopefully reject all the false doctrines that spring from it. These
false doctrines include:

e A distinction between the Church and ethnic Israel.

e The Antichrist is a single individual in the Endtime, and will probably
be a Jew.

e The Antichrist sets up a final world government and one world religion
during his rule on earth which is from 7 years just before the return of
Christ.

e The Antichrist makes a 7 year peace pact with the Jews which allows them
to rebuild the Temple of Solomon.

e There will be a secret rapture of the Saints just before the start of
the Great Tribulation which is starts 3.5 years into the Antichrist’s
reign.

My friends, these doctrines all sprang from the Roman Catholic Church! The
Vatican wants you to think the Antichrist will be a Jew because then you will
not think of the Pope as the biblical Antichrist — which is what the early
Protestant reformers used to think. The doctrine of a final 7 year reign of
the Antichrist is based on a false interpretation of Daniel 9:27. That false
interpretation is also the bases of the 7 year peace pact doctrine with the
Jews and the rebuilding of the Temple of Solomon.



I have written extensively about Daniel 9:27 and its true interpretation on
this website.

For more study, please see:
http://www.theologicalstudies.org/resource-library/dispensationalism/421-what
-is-dispensationalism
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After serving for five years on the faculty of the University of Kansas, in
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Nino Lo Bello returned to his
original profession of journalism and went overseas as a foreign
correspondent. Stationed in Rome, he served for three years as a
correspondent for Business Week Magazine and McGraw-Hill World News. He later
joined the New York Journal of Commerce, operating as its Rome bureau chief
for three years. For some eight years he did assignments for the New York
Herald Tribune, specializing in economic affairs. Mr. Lo Bello has also been
a frequent contributor to magazines and a reporter for United Features
Syndicate.

An extensive traveler and energetic writer, he is currently living in Vienna
with his wife Irene and two children.

A great deal has been written about the Roman Catholic Church as a religious,
charitable, and educational institution. But, until now, there has been very
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little information on the Church as a business organization. Here, for the
first time, is a comprehensive and authoritative report that reveals the
Vatican as a nerve center of high finance.

The extent of papal wealth has been traditionally cloaked in secrecy. Even
within the Vatican’s own walls there is no one individual who has an overall
view of its infinitely ramified financial operations. Church officials have
consistently derided all speculations on the magnitude of its resources but
have resolutely declined to release real figures. It has remained for Nino Lo
Bello—former Rome correspondent for Business Week and now a writer for the
Herald Tribune’s Paris Economic Review— to fit the pieces of the puzzle
together. The picture that emerges is one of awesome fiscal power.

Mr. Lo Bello describes in fascinating detail Vatican investment in real
estate-one-third of Rome is owned by the Holy See- electronics, plastics,
airlines, and chemical and engineering firms. He also gives evidence that the
Vatican is heavily involved in Italian banking and that it has huge deposits
in foreign banks. Some of these accounts are in America, many are in
Switzerland. The Vatican financiers prefer numbered Swiss accounts because
they allow them to maintain anonymity when gaining control of foreign
corporations.

In addition, the author establishes that the Vatican is one of the world’s
largest shareholders, with a portfolio that can conservatively be estimated
in billions.

Although written in the objective, non-sensational style of the newsman, this
is a book that finally demonstrates the depth of the Vatican’s commitment to
the world of big business.

IN 1956, SHORTLY after moving to Rome with my wife and children to take up my
duties as a business news correspondent, I was faced with a household
crisis—we were without water in our apartment for twenty-eight days. Calls to
Acqua Marcia, the company that supplied the water in our Piazza Bologna
neighborhood, were all but futile. A few times a weary technician from Acqua
Marcia came around to putter with the water governor on our balcony just off
the kitchen. Each time, he left us with a tiny trickle, which stopped within
hours after his departure.

As with many houses in Rome served by the Acqua Marcia water works (or to
give it its full name, La Societa dell’Acqua Pia Antica Marcia), the problem
was in the main trunk ducts below the ground. They were too narrow. Installed
nearly two thousand years earlier, the pipes once formed part of ancient
Rome’s aqueduct system, and were still being used to provide much of modern
Rome with its water. Like other apartment buildings, ours had a series of
covered receptacles on the roof, each of which corresponded to one of the
apartments on the floors below. The tank for our apartment held sixty gallons
of water, and it filled during the night at a speed that was determined by
the water governor, which was kept under lock by Acqua Marcia. By dawn, with
no one having used the faucets, the tank would usually be replenished, and
for that day we would have water—provided we didn’t use all sixty gallons too



soon. This meant not flushing the toilet after every visit. It also meant not
taking a bath in more than two inches of water.

I didn’t know during those first arduous weeks that the Acqua Marcia company
belonged to the Vatican.

Compounding our woes during this period was the fact that my wife’s cooking
activities were severely restricted. The flow of gas in our stove was so
limited that only two burners functioned at the same time, and for a
reasonably steady flame she had to resort to one burner. Grumbles to the gas
company were of little use. We had a poor flow of gas because the pressure
was low.

I didn’t know then that our gas company also belonged to the Vatican.

In lodging my various complaints and pleas for help, I had to use the phone a
great deal. Unhappily, my telephone suffered from a variety of speech
defects. More often than not, it was impossible to understand the crackly
sounds that came out of the faulty earpiece. And frequently the undulating
voice at the other end of the line simply disappeared in the middle of a
sentence. Nor does this take into account the many times I would suddenly be
cut off by a mechanical click or an electronic tic.

I didn’t know then that our telephone company was also largely controlled by
the Vatican. Later I was to discover that the building in which I lived
belonged to a front company operating for the Vatican and that the same
company owned the entire block of houses on both sides of the street.

Like millions of other Roman Catholics, I had never given any thought to the
Vatican and its commercial affairs. But perhaps I should have realized
earlier that the Church was indeed a financial institution. I can remember
now, quite vividly, the eighteen months my Uncle Angelo, an ordained priest,
spent as a special visitor to the United States, serving as an adjunct
assistant pastor with a church in Brooklyn. After officiating at masses on
Sundays he would return to our house, where he was staying, and place his
week’'s pay—a sackful of coins—under his bed for safekeeping. By the time he
was ready to return to Italy, the floor under the bed was completely covered
with bulging sacks. What he did with the money I don’t know, but I do recall
that my brother and I used to play with the coins, making believe the dimes,
nickels, and pennies were pieces of gold. I should have realized then the
importance of money to the clergy, but at that time I was too young— and by
the time I was old enough, I had forgotten about Zio Padre’s money bags.

So, until the aforementioned incidents in Rome, I had never given thought to
the Vatican as a landlord, to the Vatican as a moneyed institution, to the
Vatican as a nerve center for finance, to the Vatican as an organization
concerned with profits and losses, assets and liabilities, receipts and
expenses. The idea that the Vatican was the headquarters for big business
just never occurred to me. Nor had I ever entertained the notion that the
Pope might be wealthy or the notion that his church, my church, was not only
a religious, charitable, and educational institution but also a tremendous
financial empire.



The Vatican is not only in the business of selling God. Its total enterprise
goes beyond God.

Secrecy surrounds the financial phases of the Vatican’s operation. The only
sovereign state that never publishes a budget, the Vatican is the one
organized church that keeps its money affairs strictly to itself. And so
ramified and complicated are those affairs that it is doubtful whether any
single person, including the Pope, has a complete picture of them.

Although I had never previously questioned the Church’s finances, I began,
soon after the Piazza Bologna ordeals, to wonder, How rich is the Pope? Or,
put another way, How much money does the Roman Catholic Church, the oldest
and largest corporation in the world, possess? To be frank, I do not have an
answer to this question. Nor can I state with precision how much the Vatican
earns each year. Neither will I make a calculated guess as to how wealthy the
pontifical empire is. On the question, How rich is the Pope?, suffice it to
say that it has become increasingly clear he doesn’t even know himself.

At best, this report on Vatican finances, which I have arduously pieced
together during the past ten years, will reveal this venerable organization
as one of the greatest fiscal powers in the world.

On the face of it, the Vatican today is vastly different from what it was a
century ago. Yet it still keeps its financial operations carefully hidden
behind a veil of obscurity. The fact that the Vatican has been able to
maintain this secrecy in an age when business and economics are of prime
interest is indeed remarkable. But at last, tiny tears in the veil are
beginning to appear, and the two-thousandyear- old structure, hitherto known
solely for its sacerdotal functions, is being exposed as a locus of financial
power.

As employed here, the term “Vatican wealth” should not be confused with the
so-called Church patrimony, which consists of churches, ancient buildings,
and art treasures. The Church’s art treasures, many of which are in the
Vatican Museum, include literally thousands of masterpieces—paintings,
sculpture, tapestries, and maps — to which no dollar amount can be assigned.
Priceless indeed are such works of art as Michelangelo’s Pieta in St.
Peter’s, the frescoes in the Sistine Chapel, and the paintings by Raphael in
the Apostolic Palace. One could also mention the Church’s invaluable
collections of antiquities —gold and silver crosses, Byzantine jewelry, altar
pieces, furniture, chalices and other vessels. The five hundred thousand aged
volumes and sixty thousand old manuscripts in the Vatican Library are also
part of the Church patrimony. Because none of the treasures will ever be put
on the market, it is folly even to hazard a guess as to the cumulative worth
of these items. But, conceivably, they could bring a billion dollars under an
auctioneer’s gavel.

In terms of the frame of reference used here, “Vatican wealth” is the money
that the world headquarters of the Catholic Church is in business to make—the
profits that the Vatican has assembled all its heavy artillery to pursue and
protect. It is not the task of this book to expose the Church as an economic
dinosaur or a hand-rubbing collection of moneylenders. Still less is the book



intended to be an attack on either the papacy or the Church itself in the
traditional and predictable manner of the anti-clericalists. Rather, my
purpose here is to explore the Vatican’s relationship with the sign of the
dollar, a symbol as powerful in today’'s world as that of the Cross. Mind vyou,
this is not intended as criticism of the Vatican, for the Vatican has every
right to engage in activities from which revenue can accrue.

I shall never forget the first time I stood in a Vatican City bank and
watched the tellers at work, dealing with nuns, Jesuits, missionaries, and
bishops. During a quiet moment I said to one of the tellers, “I guess some of
your clients, being of the religious calling, don’t know very much about
money."

The young man had the correct answer for this display of naivete. “Sir,” he
said with adding-machine accuracy, “it is my experience that everybody knows
a lot about money.”

Laymen like myself have a tendency not to equate their religion, or the
dedicated people who administer it, with practical, down-to-earth matters
like money or economics. Yet the popes of the last hundred years have never
been able to divorce themselves from these matters. Perhaps the most
prophetic words ever written by a pope, as far as the Vatican’s present-day
position of economic strength is concerned, are those of Pius XI in a now-
famous encyclical, Non Abbiamo Bisogno (We Don’t Have Need). Published in
France, the encyclical had to be smuggled out of the Vatican because it
denounced the Fascist regime. It reads:

Immense power and despotic economic domination are concentrated in the hands
of a few, who for the most part arenot the owners, but only the trustees and
directors of invested funds, which they administer at their own good
pleasure. This domination is most powerfully exercised by those who, because
they hold and control money, also govern credit and determine its allotment,
for that reason supplying, so to speak, the life blood to the entire economic
body and grasping intheir hands, as it were, the very soul of production, so
that no one dare breathe against their will. This accumulation of power is
the characteristic note of the modern economic order. Pius XI was speaking of
another world, in another period, yet his words have meaning when applied to
the Vatican empire as it exists today. Thanks to his successors (Pius XII,
John XXIII, and Paul VI) and their financial guardians, who subscribe to the
theory that what’s good for General Motors is also good for the Vatican, the
Church is now big business.

In writing this book, I have left the well-trodden paths of theology and
entered the hallways of modern economics, Vatican style. To the Vatican men
who normally walk these halls, a story on the price of tin in Malaya has as
much significance as the story of the moneychangers being chased out of the
Temple. In gathering material for the book, it was necessary to infiltrate,
like a spy, into the Vatican’s deepest recesses. Contacting people within the
Vatican is an experience like no other, and I can only hope that some of the
excitement will rub off on the reader.

When it comes to acknowledgments for help received, I am a hopeless bankrupt,



for I cannot enumerate the names of the Vatican citizens who helped me. The
seal of silence will keep their identities sine nomine perpetuus. I feel,
however, I must mention my debt to Bela von Block, Paul Gitlin, Gene Winick,
Cynthia White, Joseph Wechsberg, Walter Lucas, Barrett McGurn, Bob Neville,
Irving R. Levine, Bill Pepper, Corrado Pallenberg, Walter Matthew Schmidt,
Ernesto Rossi, Stellina Orssola, Lidia Bianchi, Milo Farneti, William
McIlroy, Avro Manhattan, and Father John Smith (not his real name), who read
portions or all of the manuscript or who other wise provided assistance. I
must also express my deep gratitude to my wife, Lefty. With her able and
conscientious examination of the manuscripts, she has added much to improve
the book and has provided more specific services than can be enumerated here.
The shortcomings of the following attempt and the judgments as to matters of
fact set forth remain, of course, the responsibility of the writer.

“Offer me no money, I pray you; that kills my heart.” (Shakespeare, THE
WINTER’S TALE)

“THE POPE’S SHOP”—perhaps one of the most uncomplimentary expressions heard
in Rome-is used by Catholics and non-Catholics alike. But unlike some other
derogatory terminology employed to describe the Roman Catholic Church, the
phrase la Bottega del Papa or la Santa Bottega (the Pope’s Shop) was
originated by the Catholics themselves. It seems to have been in use for at
least five centuries.

The long-standing idea that the Vatican is in one aspect of its total
personality a business concern could not exist unless it had some foundation
in fact. When anticlerical Italians discuss the Vatican they are likely to
shrug their shoulders and remind you that l’oro non fa odore (gold has no
smell). The “gold” alludes not only to the gilded interiors of Italy'’s
churches and shrines but also to the riches of the Vatican.

Devoted as most Italians are to the papacy, they have no illusions about the
Vatican, its position of power in the corporation family of Italy, its
affluence, or its influence. However rich the Vatican may be, and indeed
there is a tendency among some Italians to lose all reason on this subject,
the fact stands that Italy’s citizenry regard the Pope as one of the richest
men in the world-not personally, but by virtue of his office, his position,
his status, his power.

Devout Italians are probably the world’s biggest backbiters when it comes to
the Vatican’s concern with fiscal matters, with cash receipts, and with
dollar-sign riches. Hence they, like anticlerical Italians, speak cynically
of the Pope’s Shop.

The ostensible wealth of the 108.7-acre enclave inside the sturdy Leonine
Walls—the magnificent church buildings, the land, the many thousands of art
treasures and precious manuscripts—serves only as the visible tip of the
financial iceberg. The largest chunk of the Vatican’'s empire lies below the
surface. There it continues to grow, in spite of changing currents. Once,
after World War I, the Vatican nearly went bankrupt. At every other time in
its history, the Church has had a golden touch and has protected its



investments wisely in almost every field of economic endeavor—not only in
Italy but also in several other countries, including the United States and
Canada.

One cardinal’s aide quipped to me not long ago, “The Vatican should truly be
judged by the companies it keeps.”

In a weak moment, another elderly churchman, himself a millionaire, sighed
and admitted, “Ours is a dilemma indeed: if we give the image of being too
rich, people won’t lend us their support; if we appear too poor, we lose
their respect.”

This is the same individual who related an anecdote that made the rounds
behind the Vatican walls several years ago. The joke concerned the late
Francis Cardinal Spellman and his business know-how. According to the story,
St. Peter was giving a stately dinner. Though all of the distinguished guests
had been assigned to tables, Cardinal Spellman could not locate his place. So
he asked St. Peter. But St. Peter couldn’t find it either. He looked among
the seats reserved for cardinals. Then he remembered.

“Oh, excuse me, Your Eminence!” he apologized. “In the seating plan I had you
placed with the businessmen.”

It is said in Vatican circles that when Cardinal Spell- man first heard the
story he was greatly amused because he took the joke as a tribute to his
financial acumen. Respected by Holy See officials for his business and Wall
Street contacts, Cardinal Spellman did remarkably well as the official U.S.
representative for an offshoot of the Vatican’s financial operation which, up
till the end of 1967, dealt with pontifical funds abroad. This was the office
known as the Special Administration, one of four concerned with Vatican
finances. Its headquarters were in a tiny room on the same floor as the
Pope’'s private apartment. Thirteen persons, four of whom were accountants,
were on its staff.

During the summer of 1967, Pope Paul began clearing away some of the
centuries-old cobwebs surrounding the Curia, the central government of the
Roman Catholic Church, and created, among other things, a new “ministry of
finance.” Designed to streamline the Church’s bureaucracy, the sweeping Curia
reforms gave rise, effective January 1, 1968, to the new finance office
called the Prefecture of Economic Affairs of the Holy See. Combining
functions previously undertaken independently by other bodies, the Prefecture
now draws up an annual budget for the Pope’s approval, provides balance
sheets for all Curia departments, and supervises all of the Vatican’s
economic operations. In essence, the Prefecture serves as the Vatican
equivalent of a finance ministry by overseeing and coordinating activities of
the various offices which handle Vatican funds.

Functioning under the Prefecture is a new office that the Pope created in the
spring of 1968-called the Administration for the Patrimony of the Holy See,
which combines two older financial offices, the Administration for the Goods
of the Holy See (which administered the normal revenues coming into the
Vatican) and the Special Administration of the Holy See (which Pope Pius XI



established in 1929 to oversee the investment and use of indemnities paid to
the Holy See by Italy for lands and properties seized by Italy with the fall
of the Papal States in 1870).

The creation of the Prefecture eliminated, in name if not in fact, two other
departments concerned with Vatican finances—the Institute for Religious Works
and the Administration of the Vatican City State. But it did not abolish the
so-called Administration of the Holy See Property. This organization,
established in August 1878, is responsible not only for property on Vatican
grounds but also for extraterritorial palaces spread all over Rome and
landholdings in other parts of the world. Most of this property was left to
the Holy See after the Papal States were annexed to the Kingdom of Italy
during the nineteenth century.

The Administration of the Vatican City State, now defunct, handled the
payroll of Holy See employees, including the Vatican’s police and armed
forces, and dealt with Vatican City'’s sanitation, medical care, public
utilities, and newspaper; it also supervised the Vatican’s radio station and
the Vatican’s astronomical observatory, the Vatican Museum, and the Vatican
Library.

The Institute for Religious Works, the other Vatican fiscal appendage that
was eliminated, in name if not in fact, was set up in 1942 by Pope Pius XII.
It is nothing more than a bank—for taking “into custody and administering
capital destined to religious work.” It is situated in the Holy Office
courtyard, has windows worked by tellers in priestly garb, accepts deposits,
opens current accounts, cashes checks, transfers money, and carries out all
other bank operations. It differs from other banks in that its depositors
belong to a select group. They are the residents of the ecclesiastical state,
members of the clergy who run schools and hospitals, diplomats accredited to
the Holy See, and some Italian citizens who have given notable service to the
Church.

The organization that through 1967 was the backbone of papal business
interests and served as a kind of finance ministry was the one known as the
Special Administration (now absorbed under the new setup). Established in
1929, after Fascist Italy and the Holy See had signed the Lateran Treaty [see
Chapter V for a discussion of this treaty], the Special Administration took
the sum of nearly $90 million granted to the Holy See by dictator Benito
Mussolini as an indemnity for the loss of the Papal States and, by careful
investing, increased it to about $550 million. This unconfirmed figure, at
best a conservative calculation, is the one usually offered by Rome’s banking
fraternity and represents what is believed to have been the value of the
liquid assets of the Special Administration during the closing months of
1967.

Unique because of its freedom of action, which must have been the envy of
every businessman and finance minister in the world, the Special
Administration answered to no one. No elected congress or government cabinet
kept tabs on it. It was not required to present reports to stockholders’
meetings. Because it operated in secrecy (as does the new “ministry of
finance”), no newspapers could play watchdog. In Italy and most other



countries it paid no taxes. Since it worried very little about the
availability of capital, it could undertake long- term programs and risks.
With diplomatic privileges, its operations were often made easier, and with
diplomatic contacts, which kept the “home office” regularly informed on all
matters likely to have a bearing on economic trends, it had a certain edge
over competitors.

The man who ran the Special Administration from the end of 1958 until its
dissolution was Alberto Cardinal di Jorio, who was appointed in 1939 as an
assistant in the office. In 1942, he was assigned to the Institute for
Religious Works (the Vatican’'s bank), and, in 1944, he became its
president—while he still served in the office of the Special Administration.
Later, he became the secretary of the commission of three cardinals
administrating this latter body. Di Jorio, who was appointed a cardinal in
1958, conducted the organization’s operations with masterly prudence and
surrounded himself with a brain trust of competent financiers, among whom
were Luigi Mennini, an Italian layman, and the Marquis Henri de Maillardoz, a
former director of the Credit Suisse of Geneva, where the Vatican maintains
at least two numbered bank accounts.

Although some funds are kept in the Credit Suisse of Geneva, the Vatican
maintains deposits in numerous public banks as well.

The late Domenico Cardinal Tardini, the Pope’s Secretary of State, once
maintained in a press interview that whispers about the Vatican’s great
wealth were exaggerated, that the image had been distorted. Yet a serious
reporter who puts two and two together does not get four, or even twenty-
two—but a sum that adds up to hundreds of millions of dollars.

As far as its public image is concerned, the Vatican prefers to encourage the
impression that it is an organization with a modest income and huge
expenditures. Vatican City does, for example, issue new stamps and special
series of stamps several times a year. In this way, it is not unlike other
small countries that produce and sell stamps in order to add foreign exchange
to their bank accounts. Vatican stamps, however, are very much sought after,
and the sales bring in close to $400,000 each year. The Vatican Museum, which
charges admission, also brings in some income—but most of this is used to pay
the many guards and for the maintenance of the museum itself.

Perhaps the most lucrative of the Vatican’s direct sources of income is
“Peter’s Pence,” which provides roughly $1.5 million each year, derived from
contributions made in all parts of the world, wherever there are Roman
Catholic churches or dioceses. A custom that developed in Britain over a
thousand years ago, when a yearly tax was imposed on householders in favor of
the Pope, Peter’s Pence is now strictly voluntary. The English tax fell into
disuse after the Reformation, but the voluntary donation was revived in the
middle of the nineteenth century, when a committee formed in Paris to honor
St. Peter with an annual gift. The idea was picked up in Turin, Italy, and,
before long, in the United States.

Eventually it spread through Europe, then to South America, and finally all
over the globe. June 29 is usually the day on which the money—donated in the



name of St. Peter and St. Paul-is collected in Catholic churches everywhere.
The accumulated money, Peter’s Pence, then accompanies the bishops on their
personal visit to the Pope. The bishops’ payments are made by check, usually
for U.S. dollars.

Another form of direct revenue for the Vatican comes from private
contributions and legacies left by devout Catholics. This is considered by
some insiders to be among the Vatican’'s largest sources of direct income. The
amount runs into millions of dollars each year, but precise figures are
impossible to obtain. More often than not, some of the money willed within a
given parish or diocese remains there, and never filters through to the
Vatican itself.

When money is left to a Roman Catholic parish, it becomes a matter for the
Congregation for the Clergy, a Vatican-based organization that concerns
itself with the day-by-day affairs of each diocese. Although it is not a part
of the central financial organization of the Vatican, the Congregation is
charged with numerous financial responsibilities. Primarily, it proffers
advice to laymen on the adjustment of wills in favor of religious works, the
acquisition of legacies and trusts, and the mortgaging of private estates,
and it gives help and instruction to priests and pastors on the use and
administration of Church- owned properties. In addition, the Congregation
establishes the fees that are to be collected for various Church functions,
like baptismal ceremonies and weddings.

When the present Pope was a young cleric known as Monsignor Montini, he
served as private secretary to Pope Pius XII and also as extraordinary
secretary in charge of internal Vatican affairs. One of his jobs involved
dealing with, among other financial matters, bequests. As a result of this
assignment, Pope Paul knows more about the fiscal machinery of the Vatican
than did any pope before hinm.

On the delicate subject of Vatican finances, there is a decided information
gap, for persons on the inside as well as for those on the outside. The
Vatican has wanted it that way. It has not wanted to organize its affairs so
that any single individual could, during the course of his workday, piece
together the total picture of its infinitely ramified financial operations.
Apparently, only one person has been privileged to see this picture. His name
was Bernardino Nogara.

Much of the credit for the Vatican’'s success in business after 1929 belongs
to this one-time student of architecture. Bernardino Nogara demonstrated his
financial genius after being entrusted by Pope Pius XI with the
responsibility of administering the $90-million indemnification granted to
the Holy See by Mussolini. Nogara, former vice president of the Banca
Commerciale Italiana, had come to the attention of Vatican officialdom
through Pope Benedict XV, who had made personal investments in Turkish Empire
securities with the help and advice of Nogara, who then headed the Istanbul
branch of the Banca Commerciale. Placed in charge of the newly created
Special Administration, the devout Nogara had a free hand, and although he
ran much of the Vatican’s business out of his fedora, revealed himself as a
remarkable manager of money. By undertaking a world-wide investment policy,



he increased the initial capital many times over.

In pursuit of profit, Nogara abided by a self-imposed rule that the Vatican’s
investment program should not be hampered by religious considerations. During
the early fifties, therefore, he used papal funds to speculate in government
bonds of Protestant Britain, which he viewed as a better risk than the stocks
of Catholic Spain, then in an economic slump. When he died late in 1958, at
the age of eighty-eight, he left a “methodology” that was followed
religiously by his successors, who continued to realize fantastic gains.

The mysterious Bernardino Nogara was born in Bellano, near Lake Como, in
1870—the same year that the Kingdom of Italy confiscated the last of the
Papal States, the $90-million indemnification for which Nogara was later to
administer. As a young man, Nogara laid aside his architectural training and
worked in England, Bulgaria, Greece, and Turkey directing mine operations.
During the peace negotiations with Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey at
the end of World War I, he served as an Italian delegate on the economic and
finance committee. From 1924 to 1929, he was in Berlin as an administrator on
the Inter-Allied Reparations Commission, which had been entrusted with
finding a solution for the problem of collecting German reparations.

A taciturn, elusive figure, Nogara was given his Vatican assignment by a pope
who had little training in finance. Nogara had no obligations to show any
immediate profits from his investments and was free to invest the funds
anywhere in the world (with little worry about taxes). He made full use of
these privileges.

He guided his actions by the reliable reports of the Vatican’s world-wide
network of ambassadorial representatives. Bishops and informed Catholic
laymen provided intelligence—often via the Vatican’s own “hot line” —that an
ordinary banker could not hope to acquire at any price.

In the course of his career, Nogara had become a specialist in gold. Thus for
a considerable period after he took over the Special Administration, he
engaged in the trading of gold bullion for gold coins and gold coins for gold
bullion in deals that, without precise details, defy understanding of
anything but the fact that most of them were profitable. His confidence in
the precious metal virtually unshakable, the canny Nogara spent $26.8 million
to buy gold from the United States at the official rate of $35 per fine troy
ounce, plus 0.25 percent for handling charges. In later years, rumors cropped
up that the Vatican had obtained this gold at a special price of $34 an
ounce, but when the rumors were printed in—and given some credence by-a
United Nations publication, the .S. Treasury Department dismissed the matter
once and for all in April 1953, by stating that the Vatican had made the
purchase at the same price as anybody else. In fact, $5 million of the
Vatican-acquired gold was sold back to the United States, leaving a net sale
of $21.8 million. The Vatican gold, which is in the shape of ingots, is on
deposit with the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank. A favorite Nogara ploy involved a
most intricate financial maneuver, by which he manipulated the flexibility of
the Vatican’s Swiss bank accounts. The explanation is a bit complicated and
may necessitate a second reading. Nevertheless, here it is:



Nogara would ask his Swiss bank to deposit Vatican money in New York under
the Swiss bank’s name. He then got the Swiss bank to order the American bank
to lend dollars to an Italian firm that was owned by the Vatican. The Italian
firm, to which the money belonged in the first place, charged the interest it
was paying in America to itself in the Swiss account. In this way Nogara
could safely (and secretly) invest the Pope’s money without any interference
from the Italian authorities during those periods when currency restrictions
were being imposed by the state.

Without exaggeration, it can be said that Nogara, apparently driven by deep
religious motivations, used his financial wizardry to become the Vatican’s
“secret weapon.” As a dictator of the Vatican’s funds, he answered to no
one—not even to the committee of three cardinals which, theoretically,
supervised the functions of the Special Administration. Nor did Pius XI have
any clear idea of what Nogara was doing. But the Pope had faith in Nogara,
and the evidence is there that that faith was rewarded.

When Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli mounted the pontifical throne in 1939 as Pius
XII, it was known that he entertained certain suspicions about Nogara-and
this led to a number of rumors about the Special Administration. For one
thing, it was whispered that there was virtually nothing left of the large
sum of Lateran money. In one of his initial administrative acts, the new pope
established a private investigating committee of cardinals who were
knowledgeable in the complexities of banking and international finance. A
thorough check was made.

Contrary to what many had preferred to suspect, Nogara had invested the
Vatican funds wisely and shrewdly. In fact, the initial capital had increased
so many times over that the Vatican was richer before the opening days of
World War II than it had ever been before. After the report was in, Nogara
was completely untouchable.

Few anecdotes can be told about this financial fox, for Nogara successfully
managed to keep almost everything he did a secret—even from his superiors,
who trusted him implicitly. A ranking Vatican official once said, “Nogara is
a man who never speaks to anybody; nor does he tell the Pope much, and I
would guess, even very little to God-yet he is a man worth listening to.”

One Nogara incident can be reported, however. It involved a run-in with the
British government. In 1948, the Catholic Relief Organization in Germany had
been presented with several shiploads of wheat, purchased by the Vatican from
Argentina. Nogara, attempting to pay for the wheat with British pounds he had
deposited in England, ran afoul of Whitehall, for at that time England was
undergoing an austerity period, with the usual currency restrictions.
Annoyed, London negotiated with the Holy See, and Nogara, bending, agreed
instead to invest the money he had in England in government bonds. But for
the man with the golden touch, the defeat, such as it was, ended in victory.
Over the long run the investment in British bonds turned out very favorably.
Still, the transaction goes down on the books as one of the few in which
Nogara’s hand was ever forced.

After retiring in 1956 for reasons of health, Nogara continued to serve the



Vatican by advising his successors in a private capacity. That he had proved
himself scrupulous in the execution of his assignment, there is not the
slightest doubt. That he bequeathed not only his know- how but a well-oiled,
smoothly functioning piece of financial machinery, there is also not the
slightest doubt. Because of the secret nature of his operations, he was given
very little space in the public prints when he died in November of 1958. Yet
no other single individual, pope or cardinal, ever gave as much impetus and
muscle to Vatican finances as did Bernardino Nogara, the invisible man who
started out to be an architect and succeeded in building a financial empire.

Perhaps the man is best summed up in a document he left for his successors.
In it he enumerated his strategies. A copy of this eight-part “Nogara Credo”
came into my hands and is offered herewith in translation:

1. Increase the size of your company because it will be easier to obtain
funds from the capital markets.

2. Increase the size of your company because high-capacity installations
allow the reduction of industrial costs and the subdivision of overall
expenses.

3. Increase the size of your company because it is possible to economize on
transportation.

4. Increase the size of your company because it will allow capital to be
invested in scientific research that can bring tangible money results.

5. Increase the size of your company because the personnel can be organized
and used in a more rational manner.

6. Increase the size of your company because fiscal controls on the part of
government become advantageously difficult.

7. Increase the size of your company because it is necessary to offer the
customers the best technical product.

8. Increase the size of your company because this will engender more
increases. However sanctified the name of Bernardino Nogara, not all of the
Vatican’s trusted employees avoided besmirching themselves. At about the time
Nogara was involved with the Argentine wheat difficulty, another Vatican
figure became the center of a scandal that brought severe repercussions. The
financial body involved was the Administration of the Holy See Property,
which had been founded in 1878 to supervise the management of Vatican- owned
property.

Monsignor E. P. Cippico, a youthful prelate employed by the Vatican Archives,
got entangled in a series of financial deals that eventually brought him to
ruin. The war over, many countries, including Italy, were suffering under
currency restrictions. Eager to shift money to Switzerland and other
countries, either for investment or for the purchase of goods for import,
some Italian businessmen discovered that they could transfer funds through
the Administration of the Holy See Property, for the Vatican was exempt from
Italy’s currency regulations. Monsignor Cippico, an extrovert who enjoyed
moving in high-society circles, and who had some personal contacts in the
Administration, served as a go-between for those persons who wanted to get
their money out of the country. Needless to say, he was a very popular man.

All went well until Cippico ventured out on his own and agreed to underwrite
the production costs of a movie on the life of St. Francis of Assisi. To



cover up the outflow of money, a lot of money, Cippico enlarged his
questionable operations. But the film never got past the first reel.
Meanwhile, as more and more people who had entrusted him with large sums to
transfer out of Italy saw nothing come of their money, the roof started to
cave in on Cippico. He was arrested by the Pope’s Gendarmery, made to stand a
Vatican inquiry, found guilty, defrocked, and put into detention. Later he
stood trial in an Italian court and was convicted of swindling; still later
he was set free by a court of appeals. The persons who had entrusted money to
him placed legal claims against the Vatican, and in time everyone was
reimbursed.

Having learned some hard lessons in the world of business, the Vatican is now
exceedingly prudent about whom it will entrust with either money or
responsibility. The man appointed by Pope Paul (in January 1968) to handle
the newly created Prefecture of Economic Affairs is Egidio Cardinal Vagnozzi,
who had served as the Pope’s top diplomat in Washington. Formerly the
Apostolic Delegate to the United States for nine years, Cardinal Vagnozzi
(now in his early sixties) replaced Angelo Cardinal dell’Acqua, who had been
named four months earlier to the job of “finance minister.”

Cardinal Vagnozzi'’'s two septuagenarian associates in the new “ministry of
finance,” which will prepare the Vatican’'s annual budget, its first, are
Joseph Cardinal Beran, Archbishop of Prague, who served sixteen years of
Communist detention, and Cesare Cardinal Zerba of Italy, a theologian who
served for twenty-six years as Under-Secretary and then Secretary of the
Congregation of Sacraments.

Already ordained a priest at age twenty-three—thanks to a special
dispensation in 1928 from the pope-Vagnozzi has spent most of his career in
service abroad. Four years after his ordination, he was sent to the United
States to work in the Washington office of the Apostolic Delegate. It is said
that his boat trip from Italy to America may have had a significant meaning
in his career, for he was accompanied across the Atlantic Ocean by the then-
Monsignor Francis Spellman who had been assigned to duty in Boston. The bond
of friendship and respect between the two men was to remain firm until
Spellman’s death recently.

Vagnozzi stayed in the United States for ten years before a transferral to
Portugal, once again in the capacity as a junior counselor in the office of
the Apostolic Delegate. From Lisbon he went to Paris, there to become a
confidant of the then-Apostolic Delegate Angelo Roncalli (later Pope John
XXIII). In 1948, Vagnozzi received an assignment to lay the groundwork in
India for the exchange of ambassadors between the Delhi Government and the
Holy See, and a year later he was dispatched to the Philippines as the
Apostolic Delegate.

Succeeding in establishing diplomatic relations with the Republic of the
Philippines in 1951, Vagnozzi became the Vatican’s first ambassador (Nuncio)
there and stayed in the post until 1958, at which time Pope John thought it
best to send him back to the United States to fill the job of Apostolic
Delegate left open by Amleto Cardinal Cicognani who had become Vatican
Secretary of State. Unlike most of the previous Roman Catholic



representatives in Washington, Vagnozzi-by now an avid student of Yankee
culture and an admirer of the “American way of doing things”—did considerable
traveling all over the fifty states, climaxing his nine-year tour of duty
with a visit to Alaska to bring blessings, money and material help from Pope
Paul to flood victims in Anchorage, Ko-diak, and Seward in 1964.

Although he took his formal training in philosophy and theology, Cardinal
Vagnozzi is a keen student of the American economy. With the help of Cardinal
Spellman, Vagnozzi kept abreast of events in the business and financial world
of the United States. Not without reason, therefore, is it believed that no
single person inside the Vatican has the solid background and incisive
knowledge of American business practice as has the Pope’s new “finance
minister.”

Apart from the three cardinals who supervise the Vatican’s wealth, the Church
must also depend on its uomini di fiducia (men of trust), who handle the
Vatican’s financial interests as nonclerics. The circle of laymen who enjoy
the proxy of the pope is necessarily tight because it is these few chosen
trustees who most often represent the Vatican in the outside business world.
Who are some of these men, and where do they fit in the scheme of things?

A clue as to whether Vatican penetration has taken place within a given
company is usually provided by the names of the members of the board of
directors. Industrial corporations and holding companies often expose Church
interest by listing, in one capacity or another, the names of known Vatican
agents. “Agents” is perhaps not the happiest word to describe the members of
the Vatican’s inner lay circle, but it best indicates the purpose they serve.
Whenever a “Vatican name” appears on the board of directors of a utility, for
example, investigation will almost invariably bring out the fact that the
Vatican holds a minor, or even a major, interest in that organization. Often
the prestige of the “agent’s” name gives a reporter his first indication of
the extent of the Vatican’s interest.

For instance, up until his resignation in the spring of 1968 from his post as
special delegate of the Pontifical Commission for the State of Vatican City,
the name of Count Enrico Galeazzi (who also resigned his offices as Director
General of Technical Services and Director General of the Economic Services
of Vatican City) appeared on many lists of directors. Wherever it did, it
indicated to observers that he was serving within that company as a watchdog
of Vatican interests. Count Galeazzi, however, continues his service within
Vatican City by holding the office of architect of the Sacred Apostolic
Palaces and regular architect of St. Peter’s and as a member of the
Commission for the Preservation of Historical and Artistic Monuments of the
Holy See. In March 1968, Galeazzi became Director General of the Societa
Generate Immobiliare, the Vatican-owned construction company [which is
discussed at length in Chapter VII], after having been its vice president
since 1952. At this writing Count Galeazzi’s name still appears on the boards
of a few other companies in Italy.

Galeazzi, who was a close friend of Cardinal Spellman, owes most of his
enviable Vatican career to the late New York Archbishop whom he met while the
latter was stationed in Rome. It was through Cardinal Spellman, who selected



him as the representative of the Knights of Columbus in Rome, that Galeazzi
met Pope Pius when he was still Cardinal Pacelli and Secretary of State. By
profession an engineer, Galeazzi became a trusted friend of Cardinal Pacelli,
and the two went on various Vatican missions together—Buenos Aires in 1934,
Lourdes in 1935, Paris and Budapest several years later, and New York and
Washington shortly before Pacelli assumed the papal chair.

Under Pope Pius, Galeazzi became the acting governor of Vatican City, an
office he retained until early 1968. Pope Pius also awarded him the jobs of
Director General of Economic Services and of Keeper of the Sacred Fabric of
St. Peter, which office made him responsible for the maintenance of Church
property. Because of his fluent English, Galeazzi was often asked by Spellman
to entertain his American businessmen friends in Rome; among the men Galeazzi
entertained was Joseph Kennedy of Boston, father of the late President of the
United States. Since Galeazzi was very close to the Pope, he could and often
did help Spellman to get papal appointments. In view of the fact that
Spellman made about three trips a year to Vatican City and always had a
personal audience with the Pope (several times he was invited to tea, an
exceedingly rare honor), the Galeazzi-Spellman friendship had no small effect
on Vatican history in the postwar period. Some Romans who admire Count Enrico
Galeazzi for his thoroughly dignified manner irreverently refer to him as
“the Vatican’s only lay Pope in history.” That his name, therefore, is linked
with Vatican business interests in Italy is not surprising.

Nor is it surprising that Pacelli is another “Vatican name.” Should any one
of the three Pacelli princes, all related to Pope Pius XII, appear in the
corporate line-up of a company, it would be safe to assume the Vatican holds
more than a minimum interest. Starting with the Societa Generale Immobiliare,
of which Count Galeazzi is now a general director and a member of the
executive committee, Prince Carlo Pacelli’s name appears on almost as many
corporation listings as Galeazzi’s. Prince Giulio Pacelli is on the board of
Italgas, a company that has the concession to supply gas for thirty-six
Italian cities, while Prince Marcantonio Pacelli is not only a member of the
board of the Societa Generale Immobiliare but is also prominently listed with
the boards of many other companies.

Other Vatican names, powers to a lesser or greater degree in papal business
affairs, are those of Luigi Gedda (a former president of Catholic Action),
Count Paolo Blumensthil (a Secret Chamberlain of the Sword and Cloak), Carlo
Pesenti (Director General of the Italcementi cement company and head of the
Vatican’s newly formed bank group called the Istituto Bancario Italiano),
Antonio Rinaldi (vice secretary of the Apostolic Chamber and president of a
private finance company called Istituto Centrale Finanziaro), Luigi Mennini
(holder of six important Vatican posts), and Massimo Spada (a lawyer and
former administrative secretary of the now abolished Institute for Religious
Works) .

Not long ago, a formal study of the Vatican’'s business efficiency was
undertaken by American Management Audit, an organization that has
investigated the management of many businesses throughout the world. The
Vatican scored exceedingly well, receiving what amounted to “straight-A”
grades: 650 points out of a maximum of 700 for operating efficiency, 2,000



out of a possible 2,100 for effectiveness of leadership, and 700 out of a
possible 800 for fiscal policy. Compared with those of other businesses
examined, these were impressive ratings indeed. Management Audit indicated
that the Vatican could teach other businesses quite a few lessons—not the
least of which was that of avoiding the error of displaying “too much obvious
zeal once a position of influence has been attained.”

Indeed, the Vatican's efficient way of handling its business could serve as a
model. Perhaps this is because of the influence of Nogara, whose shadow, a
decade after his death, still looms over the financial brain trust of the
present-day successor to Peter.

In a press interview shortly before his death, Cardinal Tardini dismissed
reports on the extent of the Vatican’s holdings. He said (as we noted earlier
in this chapter) that rumors about the Vatican’s wealth were exaggerated.
Cardinal Tardini, who was well known to the Roman citizenry as “the priest
with no fur on his tongue,” then told the assembled newspapermen that in his
opinion Nogara's decision to invest most of the Vatican’s indemnity from the
Lateran Treaty in Italy instead of in other countries was regrettable.

“We thought we were helping Italy,” His Eminence declared. “But instead we
have been forever accused of trying to take over the Italian business world.”

THE MIGHTIEST EGYPTIAN obelisk in the world stands in St. Peter’s Square.
Until a few short years ago, a riddle surrounded the great needle. This
riddle has now been solved by admirable scholarly deduction.

The Emperor Caligula, whose reign ended in A.D. 41, had had the obelisk
placed in the center of an arena where gladiators fought and charioteers
raced, and at the base of the obelisk he had had engraved in Latin a
dedication to his mother, Agrippina. In the sixteenth century Pope Sixtus V
had the obelisk, which weighs 320 tons, lugged from the site of the ancient
arena to its present position in St. Peter’s Square. But where was the
obelisk before it was in the arena? Where did it originally come from?

Since the elongated monument bears no Egyptian hieroglyphics, nobody was able
to figure out its early history— until Professor Filippo Magi, an
archeologist, deciphered an inscription that wasn’t there and unlocked a
mystery which was centuries old.

One morning, while gazing at the Latin inscription, Professor Magi began to
wonder why it had been carved on an indented rectangle and not directly on
the surface of the obelisk. In the slanting rays of the morning sun, he
noticed that scattered among the Latin words were innumerable little holes,
each about a quarter of an inch deep. Examining the tiny holes more closely,
the professor had a hunch. Could these holes be really only “bottoms” of
holes that were once deeper? Could they be what remained of holes originally
drilled an inch into the granite—holes in which the teeth of bronze letters
of a previous inscription had been imbedded and fixed with hot lead? Perhaps,
Professor Magi theorized, when Caligula received the giant stone from Egypt,
he had ordered the letters removed to make room for his own inscription.



The problem now facing the archeologist was whether he could reconstruct the
original bronze letters by calculating from the positions of the holes.
Because many of the letters seemed to have been attached by three teeth
instead of two, Professor Magi felt he stood a good chance of identifying
their shape. He could then, he decided, use guess work—and the principles of
cryptography—to find out what the other letters were.

Professor Magi had scores of fake plastic letters made to size. He juggled
them around, and around. Then, finally, they fell into order, and the
obelisk’s original inscription could be read. It revealed that the obelisk
had been put up in Heliopolis by Caius Cornelius Gallus, a Roman prefect to
Egypt who erected many such monuments to his own glory before he fell into
disfavor and died by his own hand in 27 B.C.

The story of Professor Magi’s archeological detective work is one incident in
the history of the obelisk. Another took place in 1586, when the obelisk was
being installed in St. Peter’s Square. Thousands of workers and hundreds of
horses were struggling with beams, ropes, and scaffolding to lift the
unwieldy seventy-five-foot monument skyward. So the engineers would not be
distracted, the death penalty was ordered for any spectator who even so much
as uttered a word. But friction was beginning to burn the ropes, and it
appeared the monolith would fall to the ground. A sailor who was watching
knew what to do. Should he risk his life by disobeying the order of silence?

“Throw water on the ropes!” he yelled at last.

The suggestion was followed, and the workers completed the job without
mishap. Instead of being executed, the sailor earned a papal reward, the
right to supply St. Peter’s Church with palms on Palm Sunday. His heirs still
have the concession today.

The giant obelisk, which is one of Rome’s landmarks, is not really in Rome,
or in Italy. It stands just over the Italian border, about ten yards away
from Rome, which entirely surrounds the State of Vatican City. Very little is
known by the outside world about this tiny country, which, although it is an
artificial state, is still a sovereign one.

The State of Vatican City, the most singular community in the world, doesn’t
even have as many citizens as the United States Congress has members. Nor 1is
there much prospect that Vatican City will substantially increase its
population, because most of its citizens (who are clergy) do not marry. This
partially explains why the death rate is forty times higher than the birth
rate. There are fewer than 530 citizens within Vatican City, and altogether
about nine hundred people five within its diamond-shaped seventeensquare-
mile confines.

Unlike other nations, the State of Vatican City has no significant industry,
no agriculture, and no natural resources, yet it ranks among the richest
countries of the world. Millions of people cross its borders every year
without a visa or any red tape, but Vatican City is the best guarded and most
effectively sheltered country anywhere. The tourists who visit it never find
overnight lodging, for the country doesn’t have a hotel. Neither does it have



a single restaurant, movie house, or legitimate theater.

Getting around this minuscule territory is difficult, especially for a
stranger, because all but one of the thirty streets and squares are without
street signs. There are no traffic lights, but there hasn’t been an auto
accident in over forty-five years. Vatican City has no streetcars or buses.
Not only does the country lack hotels, restaurants, theaters, street signs,
traffic lights, and public transportation, it also has no barber shop, no
laundry, no dry cleaner, and not a single newsstand. Nor does it have any
kind of hospital, a garbage collection crew, or a school for children.

The absence of these features is amazing, but Vatican City has other unique
qualities, which may seem even more amazing.

Vatican City, a country that is managed by men of Italian origin, has a
national anthem that was written by a Frenchman (Charles Gounod). The
country’s official language is Latin, usually considered dead. The head of
state is not only the country’s chief executive, he is also its legislature
and judiciary, all in one, but he is neither a dictator nor a despot. The
Lilliputian country has its own postage stamps and issues its own coins, yet
it uses Italian money as its legal tender and depends on Italy to transport
its air mail. (Local mail delivery is not made easier by the absence of any
street addresses in Vatican City, but this doesn’t faze the postman, who
knows where everybody lives.) Vatican coins, which are the same size as the
equivalent Italian coins, have the Pope’s head engraved on them and usually
bear a motto. “This is the root of all evil” is the translation of one such
motto; “It is better to give than to receive,” the translation of another.

The Vatican flag, which consists of two equal vertical stripes of yellow and
white with the papal tiara above two crossed keys on the white stripe, would
be recognized by few people if they saw it. Vatican license plates bear the
letters S.C.V. (for Stato Citta Vaticano) in either red or black on a white
background; the numbers run from 1 to 142. The Pope has ten private cars, and
these are parked in the Apostolic Stable, which was once used for papal
horses. All told, there are a half dozen gasoline pumps in the Vatican, all
of them carrying the same brand of gas—Esso. So far as is known, the Vatican
does not plan to let Madison Avenue exploit the fact that the Pope has a
tiger in his tank.

Although the country has its own railroad, there is no regular train
schedule. The double-track spur enters the country through a metal gate in
the Vatican wall; freight trains with supplies for the country come in fairly
often, but not regularly. Mussolini put up the stone terminal building as a
gift, and when the railroad was inaugurated, one of the engineers in charge
of the works, offering an apology to Pius XI because the tracks had not yet
been properly connected with the Italian network, assured him that that would
be done shortly.

n

“It seems,
rid of me.”

remarked the pontiff, smiling, “that you are in a hurry to get

In actuality passenger trains rarely depart from the station. The last one



left the Vatican in October 1962, carrying Pope John and some members of his
staff to Loreto and Assisi to offer prayers for the Ecumenical Council.

Many of the citizens of Vatican City, none of whom is subject to Italian
income taxes (citizens do pay the Vatican an annual tax, but it’s only 300
lire—48 cents), live in Italy rather than on Vatican ground. This is their
preference. Vatican gates close at 11:30 P.M. A resident who wants to go,
say, to the opera, must get special permission and must then arrange to get
back inside the country after the gates close. An alien who accepts a dinner
invitation to a Vatican home must leave the country before the frontier shuts
down.

Since there is no privately owned real estate in Vatican City, the people who
live there, not all of whom are citizens, have their quarters assigned to
them. Citizens are not charged for electricity or telephone service, and
rents are very low, usually about 4 percent of an individual’s income. Thus a
monsignor with a salary of $300 a month will usually pay about $12 a month
for his assigned apartment.

Economic pressures and other problems of an industrialized society do not
exist in Vatican City, even though incomes are low. Some cardinals receive as
much as $800 a month; the commanding officer of the Swiss Guards gets about
$340; and the editor of the unofficial Vatican daily paper also gets about
$340.

A visitor once asked Pope John, “Holy Father, how many people actually work
in the Vatican?”

“Oh, about half of them!” the Pope jestingly replied.

That would be about fifteen hundred people, for, altogether, about three
thousand have jobs inside the Vatican.

Although most prices within the Vatican walls on items of food are
concomitant with those of the neighboring country, and geared to Rome’s
accelerated cost of living, general expenses are much lower. Vatican
housekeepers, at least half of whom are males, do most of their grocery
shopping on the grounds—but it’s necessary to go into Rome for such things as
clothing, electrical appliances, and other durable goods. Sources in Rome
supply the Vatican with its water and its electric power, while the Vatican’s
so-called sanitation system empties into the Roman sewers. Without the help
and good will of Italy, and especially of Rome, the non-self-sufficient
Vatican would be unable to function efficiently.

The State of Vatican City doesn’t have a residential sector, as such. The
Pope and members of his official family live in the Apostolic Palace, a
conglomeration of buildings built, for the most part, during the Renaissance.
With some 990 flights of stairs and more than 1,400 rooms (overlooking twenty
courtyards), the palace of the Vatican is perhaps the world’s largest,
surpassed or matched only by the palace of the Dalai Lama in Tibet.

The Pope’s nineteen-room apartment on the top floor faces St. Peter’s Square.



His private office, with three great recessed windows overlooking the square,
is commodious and impressive. Draped in gold damask, the windows are seldom
covered by curtains, for, whenever the sunlight beats in, the white slats on
the inside shutters are closed. The papal work chamber measures sixty by
forty feet. The floor is carpeted, and the walls are panelled in blond wood.
There are tables and satin-covered chairs spaced around the room, and books
fill every inch of space in the two six-foot-high, glass-enclosed cabinets.

About five feet away from the door is the Pope’s desk, a table with a single
center drawer. On the right side of the desk, the Pope keeps an ornate desk
clock, a high-necked desk lamp with carved statuettes at the base, a roll-
blotter, and several reference books, among which are the current Pontifical
Annual and an indexed Bible. Facing the papal desk are two high-backed chairs
that match the chair on which the Pope sits. Pope Paul has an electric
typewriter, which he uses with consummate skill. He likes to do his own
typing at night, when things are quiet. When he wants to make an appearance
from his office, usually on Sundays for a noonday blessing, he invariably
goes to the middle window.

On the lower floors are the apartments of the Cardinal Secretary of State and
the Master of Pontifical Ceremonies. The palace also houses, in one of its
extensions, the Vatican Museum, which contains what many experts believe to
be the world’s finest collection of ancient and classical art. The museum has
the most important single art spectacle anywhere—the Sistine Chapel, in which
the enormous “Last Judgment” of Michelangelo covers the entire wall behind
the altar and flows onto the ceilings and upper walls, done in fresco.

Alongside the Apostolic Palace, members of the Swiss Guards have their own
barracks and apartments. Vatican City has three comparatively new apartment
buildings, erected to partially correct a housing shortage, which still
exists. There are three cemeteries in the Vatican, but these are rarely used
today, for Vatican City also has a shortage of burial places (except in the
vaults of St. Peter, which are now reserved for popes).

A walk through the fenced-in Vatican Gardens, which are manicured the year
around by a staff of twenty, is an unforgettable experience. There are fruit
trees, cauliflower patches, plants rooted in oversized ceramic jars, and
fountains of all shapes. To ensure an adequate water supply, Pius XI had
9,300 irrigators installed. Fifty-five miles of pipe lines were laid, and two
reservoirs built. Each reservoir holds 1.5 million gallons of water, which
comes directly from Lake Bracciano, outside Rome.

At the Pope’s request, the irrigation system was equipped with some rather
special devices—trick devices squirted great jets of water at the unwary
visitor. When in a playful mood the Pope loved to drench new cardinals whom
he inveigled to walk with him through the gardens. The jets are no longer
working, but they can be seen if you know where to look.

The Vatican Gardens were one of Pius’ pet projects, and he frequently let the
children of Vatican employees play in them. One day, noticing a school of
flashy red fish swimming in one of the small ponds, he said to the youngsters
who were standing nearby, “So many cardinals— and no pope!”



The next day two boys and a girl, giggling, went to the pond and emptied the
contents of a small pail into it. Later, when Pius went out for his stroll in
the garden, he saw one extra fish in the pond. The fish was all white, like a

pope.

Not far from the gardens is the so-called business district of Vatican City.
Located to the right of St. Peter’s Square, it can be reached by entering
through the Santa Anna Gate, which is supervised by the Swiss Guards. Each
visitor to the business district must state the nature of his business to the
guardsman on duty before he is allowed to proceed. The roadway from the Santa
Anna Gate leads past the tiny parish church to the grocery store, the post
office, the car pool and garage, the press office, and the offices of
L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican’'s daily newspaper.

As an independent state, Vatican City has certain prerogatives with respect
to Italy. For instance, in time of war Vatican citizens and personnel are
given access across Italian territory. The Vatican is exempt from customs
regulations, a privilege that has sometimes been abused. After the end of
World War II, visitors to Vatican City began picking up cartons of American
cigarettes there, 